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tryani holds talks in Damascus 

DAMASCUS (Ag&odes) — Yemeni Foreign Minister Abdul Kerim A] 
Iryi li.on a post-Gulf war tour aimed ai healing rifts in the Arab World, 
held talks with his Syrian counterpart, Farotiq Al Sbaraa, on Tuesday. 
Iryani, visiting Damascus for die first time since ihe end of the Gulf crisis, 
toW reporters on arrival be was carrying a message to Syrian President 
Haf ez AI Assad from Yemen’s president, AK Abdullah Saleh. Thousands 
Of Syrian troops took pan in a multinational force which drove Iraqi 
occupation fares from Kuwait. Yemen adopted a sympathetic stand 
towards Iraq. Iryani arrived from Amman. He said in Amman he would 
visit Lebanon and Egypt in an effort “to return Arab unity to what it 
to be before it was shattered by the war.” In Amman. Iryani met His 
Majesty King Hussein and handed him a message from President Saleh. 
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Gwaany aupfeins to Kuwait ever treatneot of Palestinians 


BONN, Germany (AP) — Germany complained strongly to Kuwait 
Tuesday over persecution of Palestinians in Kuwait in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war. lire foreign ministry said Kuwaiti Ambassador Khali d AI 
B&btin was summoned to a meeting with the head of ministry's political 
department. Rein hard Schlagintwdt, who expressed Germany's “serious 
misgivings'’ over the “persecution, torture and killing of Palestinians in 
Kuwait. 1 * A ministry statement also said the German official expressed 
interest in the reconvening of the Kuwaiti parliament and holding free 
elections in die country. Foreign Minister Hans- Dietrich Genscbcr had 
brought up the topic of human rights violations in Kuwait during a 
meeting of European foreign ministers in Luxembourg earlier this week, 
die statement said. 
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J.T. observes 
Labour Day 

The Jordan Times wiO observe 
Labour Day hofiday and wffl not 
appear Thursday, May 2. The 
nest issue of tike Jordan Times wHI 
appear on Saturday May, 4. We 
wish our readers ami advertisers a 
happy hotfldy. 


.Wouhd-be 
conscripts 
given more 
time 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Tuesday decided to extend- die 
deadline for payment of conscrip- 
tion exemption foes for expatri- 
ates another four months until 
Aug. 31 of this year. The Cabinet, 
charred by Prime Minister Mudar 
A Badran, took into consideration 
the spedal circumstances of ex- 
patriates, especially those who 
returned from Kuwait, and de- 
cided to extend the deadline for 
the last time. 

Reforms soon-— 

King Fahd 

NICOSIA (R) — K5» Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia has said the final 
revision of regulations for prop- 
osed consultative council had 
been completed. “We have 
almost completed die final revi- 
sion of regulations, which are 
based on Islam,'* the official 
Saudi press agency on Monday 
night quoted King Fahd as 
saying. “The Shoura council will 
be established and will carry out 
its reponsibifity to support the 
country and the government.” 
King Fahd said. 

Bangladesh death 
^ toll touches 1,200 

DHAKA (R) — The worn cyc- 
lone to hit Bangladesh in the past 
two decades has killed at least 
1,200 people, officials and state- 
nm television said Tuesday. They 
said the death toD in the cyclone, 
which struck on Monday night, 
could rise farther when reports 
from remote islands were avail- 
able. State-run radio said the 
cydone, with winds stronger than 
the one that lolled 100,000 people' 
in 1970, had affected seven mfl- 
fe. Son people (see earlier story on 
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2 injured in Tunis 
clashes 

TUNIS (R ) — Two students were 
injured in clashes with police at 
this Tunis University faculty of 
letters and humanities, newspap- 
ers said Tuesday. Students throw- 
ing stones .attacked police who 
entered the faculty on Monday to 
remove posters pul up by Masfim 
fundamentalist students, the' 
newspaper said. The government 
newspaper La Presse said the 
fundamentalist students then ran- 
sacked lecturers* rooms, a t tac k ed 
a watchman and broke the arm of 
an anti-fundamentalist student. 

Tureky boosts 
security 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey, fear- 
ing terrorist at t acks,, is stepping 
up security iribig cities to enforce 
a ban on open airMay Day rallies. 
“We have tip offs that terrorist 
groups might cany out actions on 
May 1,” Mehmet Agar, Istan- 
bul’s security chief, told Reuters. 
“We have cancelled all security 
staff leave and aD staff will be ou 
duty. Open air and outdoor meet- 
ings and marches wffl not be 
allowed, and in case they occur 
security, forces will immediately 
step in,** he said. 

Algeria legalises 2 
parties 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
legalised the Arab World’s first 
Green Party and the moderate 
fundamentalist Hamas Move- 
ment, bringing to 44 the number, 
of parties who wffl contest Alger- 
ia’s, first multi-party elections on 
June. 27. The Algerian news 
agency APS announced their 
legalisation on Monday to contest 


Allies expand presence 


Kurdish refugees stream 
into north security zone 


ZAKHO, Iraq (Agencies) — 
Kurdish refugees, crapped for a 
month in squalid mountain re- 
treats after fleeing their homes in 
the aftermath of the rebellion in 
northern Iraq, streamed home on 
Tuesday to a security zone carved 
out in northern Iraq by allied 
Western troops. 

Men, woman and children 
walked, piled onto tractors, 
jumped into trucks and hitched 
rides aboard U.S. helicopters to 
return to Iraq after Peshmerga 
guerrillas tore down roadblocks 
and let the refugees pass. 

The United Nations ran up its 
flag across from the first allied 
camp near the town of Zakho, 10 
kilometres from the border, 
establishing a regular presence 
alongside and separate from that 
of the 'allied troops. 

“We are here to start the pro- 
cess for a major humanitarian 
activity in this area,*’ Staff an de 
Mistura, leading the U.N. team, 
said. “We will bring people, staff, 
equipment and food.” 

U.S. Major Cari Fisher, who 
nms the Zakho refugee camp for 
the allied troops, said die camp 
had taken in 114 Kurdish families 
in the past 24 hours — its first 
resident families. 

“Marine scouts have reported 
people moving on foot and in cam 
along, the Iraqi-Turkish border 
this morning, and we are bracing 
for a big barrage in the next few 
days.” be added. 

An additional 807 young Kur- 
dish men, flown in over the 
weekend by U.S. helicopters 
from refugee camps in Turkey, 
were hard at work preparing the 


Zakho camp for the anticipated 
flood. 

“We can handle 6,000 now and 
we're still building tents," Fisher 
said. 

Id another development, U.S. 
and allied forces expanded their 
military presence in northern Iraq 
on Toesday and bused Iraqi re- 
fugees down from the snow- 
capped mountains to a “safe 
haven” transit camp. 

British Chinook helicopters 
disgorged companies of royal 
marines on hilltops near this vil- 
lage (Kan i Masi) about 90 
kilometres east of the northern 
Iraqi town of Zakho, while Dutch 
and U.S. troops secured bridges 
and mountain tracks. 

The aim, according to British 
military spokesman Major Bob 
Fanshaw, was to Unk up with 
Kurdish guerrillas, or Peshmerga, 
and help refugees find their way 
down from rugged peaks along 
the Turkish border through guer- 


rilla lines to the allied safe haven 
in northern Iraq. 

The second phase, expected on 
Wednesday, involves allied 
troops staking out a perimeter 
around the refugee sanctuary, 
along the valley floor east of 
Zakho. 

In Damascus, Iraqi Shiite re- 
bels said on Tuesday they attack- 
ed an intelligence centre m Bagh- 
dad on Mouday night, killing an 
officer and nine others. 

Ayatollah Taqi Al Mudarresi, 
mentor of several Shiite opposi- 
tion groups including the Islamic 
Action Organisation, said attacks 
against forces loyal to Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein were con- 
tinuing in several cities in south- 
ern Iraq. 

Kurdish leaders are in Baghdad 
negotiating autonomy with the 
government, but the Shiites say 
they will fight on. 

(Coo tinned on page 4) 


Saddam vows to rebuild Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — President Saddam Hussein vowed on 
Tuesday to rebuild Iraq “10 times better” after the destruction of 
the Gulf war. Looking relaxed and dressed in the uniform of field 
marshal. Saddam told officials of the ruling Baath Party in the 
town of Ar Ramadai, west of Baghdad, that the allies had 
dropped 87,000 tonnes of explosives on Iraq during 121.000 
sorties. “God willing, we will rebuild Baghdad to be 10 times 
better than it was before being attacked by the allies,” he said in a 
speech reported by the local news media. President Saddam 
whose comments also covered reconstruction throughout Iraq, 
said that as a young exile in Syria and Egypt he dreamed of 
making Baghdad a modern city to match Damascus and Cairo. 
This he had done, but many of achievements were destroyed 
during the Gulf war, he said. 


Lebanese Forces agree to 
disarm, HizboUah resists 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non’s most powerful militia, the 
Christian Lebanese Forces (LF) 
agreed to surrender its tanks and 
other arms from Tuesday, signall- 
ing a major breakthrough for a 
government plan to rid Lebanon 
of private armies. 

But the pro- Iranian HizboUah 
said whfle it would not resist the 
deployment of the Lebanese 
army in areas it controls, it would 
not lay down its arms until Israel 
withdraws from south Lebanon. 

Lebanon’s second strongest 
militia, the Syrian-backed Druze 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP), 
started giving up its arms at the 
weekend and other militias have 
already fallen into line with the 
plan to rid Lebanon of the mili- 
tias that tore it apart in IS years 
of civil war. 

The Shiite Muslim group, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, a contingent of Iran's Re- 
voJntionaiy Guards. and a pro- 
Israeli militia in the occupied 
strip in sooth Lebanon have 
emerged as the mam challenge to 
an April 30 government deadline 


for all militias to surrender their 
heavy weapons. 

The LF led by Samir Geagea 
said it agreed to disarm after 
receiving assurances that state 
jobs would be found for its 10,000 
men. 

“For the fast time we are 
facing a real opportunity of 
peace,” said Roger Dib, an LF 
adviser who became minister of 
state in a government formed last 
December to reunite the country. 

Government sources said the 
LF agreed to start on Tuesday 
returning to the regular army an 
arsenal which included 48 tanks, 
36 artillery pieces, 47 armoured 
cars, 370 vehicles, seven helicop- 
ter gunships and seven naval 
boats. Hie weapons were seized 
during the rivfl war. 

President Etas Hrawi’s Syrian- 
backed government bad set Tues- 
day as the deadline for all private 
armies to give up their guns after 
driving the militias out of Beirut 
and its suburbs late last year in 
the first phase pf a Lebanese 
peace plan. 

The Hrawi government is 


acting under an internationally 
backed peace pact for Lebanon 
agreed in the Saudi city of Taif in 
1989. The accord gave Lebanon's 
Muslinumajority more say in the 
Christian-dominated country to 
remove a major grievance at the 
root of the rivfl war. 

Militias with Syrian connec- 
tion, including the PSP, the Arab 
Democratic Party, Al Mara da 
militia and Al Wa’ad Party, 
started giving back their arms last 
week. 

The Shiite Muslim Amal mili- 
tia, also backed by Syria, said on 
Friday it was disbanding its milit- 
ary structure. The pro-Iranian 
HizboUah denies having heavy 
and medium guns. 

“The military conflict is over," 
said Druse leader Walid Jumb- 
latt. 

“For the first time (in 16 years) 
we have a real chance for a real 
peace,” said minister wirhout 
portfolio Roger Dib, who repre- 
sents the Lebanese Forces in a 
30-man half-Muslim, half- 

(Continwd on page 5) 


Baker’s mission yielded 
slim results — White House 


rate. The Ecologies ET Libertetf 
(Ecology -and Freedom) Party 
said in its manifesto it aimed to 
> ^iake people live in harmony wi th 
l^Sature and improve their quality 
1 of fife. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House said Monday that 
Secretary of State James A. Bak- 
er’s Middle East peace missions 
have so far yielded “slim” results. 

“Obviously that’s been some- 
what disappointing,” White 
House spokesman Martin Fitzwa- 
ter said. . . 

But he said the Bush adminis- 
tration wffl continue to keep 
pressing the Arabs and Israelis to 
solve their long-standing differ- 
ences. 

Fitzwater refused to comment 
on the Israeli government’s re- 
treat from concessions that Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy made 
last week when Baker was in 
Jerusalem trying to arrange a 
regional peace conference. 

Levy on Friday indicated that 
Israel would consider the possi- 
bility that a regional peace con- 
ference might be reconvened to 
monitor progress in Arab-Iaaeli 


talks. 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and other Israeli officials 
publicly disavowed Levy’s posi- 
tion after a cabinet meeting on 
Sunday and restated Israel's in- 
sistence that it will agree only to a 
onetime regional meeting and 
then would insist on direct talks 
with the Arab countries. 

Baker was in Houston Monday 
attending the funeral of his 
mother. He curtailed his Middle 
East trip after learning in lent 
Salem Friday of her death. 

Baker was returning to 
Washington after the funeral, but 
Fitzwater said he did not know 
when be would brief the presi- 
dent on his mission, his third trip 
to the Middle East m the past 
seven weeks. 

“We don’t know what his plans 
are for the future, what his next 
trips are. But certainly we con- 
tinue to hope for peace, to hope 


that some progress can be made,” 
said Fitzwater. 

Fitzwater said there was no 
news to report on the Americans 
and other Westerners held hos- 
tage in Lebanon. BakeT raised 
their plight in his travels. 

“T cannot houeStly report any 
change or any new hope. The 
best overall hope we have is 
simply that conditions in the Mid- 
dle East are changing," he said. 

He deed the U.S. refugee relief 
flight into Iran over the weekend 
as one “small indication” of prog- 
ress in the area. 

The U.S. administration also 
distanced itself from a leading 
Republican senator's veiled 
threat to use aid as a lever to 
make Israel and the Arabs more 
flexible. 

“Our emphasis is on the posi- 
tive side... and we don’t think it’s 
appropriate to talk about what 

(Continued ou page 5) 


Allegations 
against 
Jordan 
baseless — 
Cheney 

By a Jordan Times reporter 
with reports 

MEDIA reports of Iraq trying 
to rebuild its array by smug- 
gling arms from Asian coun- 
tries through Jordan could not 
be substantiated following 
efforts by the U.S. Defence 
Department to track possible 
violations, U.S. Secretary of 
Defence Dick Cheney told a 
seminar at the Washington In- 
stitute for Near Est Policies 
Monday. 

“I haven't seen any evidence 
of that yet,” Mr. Cheney said. 
He added that Jordan’s geo- 
graphical location could be 
used as a route for smuggling 
items needed by the Iraqis. 

Richard Boucher, deputy 
spokesman at the State De- 
partment also said that there 
was no evidence to substanti- 
ate reports of an Iraqi network 
in Jordan to buy spareparts 
and ammunition for the Iraqi 
annv. 

“Generally we think we 
have been vigilant in pursuing 
any leads or information that 
Iraq may be trying to break the 
arms ambargo.” Mr. Boucher 
said. 

“Frankly, we don’t have any 
evidence of that,” he added. 

M*-. Cheney said that “Jor- 
dan is one route through which 
goods could pass but at this 
point." he saw no '‘evidence 
that would leave me to have 
any concern that he (Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein) is 
about to be able to rebuild his 
military machine anytime in 
the Dear future.” 

An official Jordanian 
spokesman Monday denied a 
report published in the London 
Observer April 28 alleging Jor- 
dan was violating Security 
Council resolutions on Iraq. 

The spokesman said that 
there is no truth whatsoever to 
the report that Iraq has set up a 
purchasing operation in Jordan 
to buy armaments and adv- 
anced technology from some 
Asian countries. 

Mr. Cheney pointed out that 
the rebuilding of the heavily 
damaged infrastruture of Iraq 
is going to “cost a great deal of 
money ... so the notion that he . 
is going to be able to divert ; 
significant assets to restoring 
his military ... I think is prob- 1 
lematical at best.” 

“There are simply not | 
enough resources to go around 
in Iraq at today’s world prices 
(of oil), and' without our 
approval (he will not) be able 
to do much in that regard.” 
Mr. Cheney added. 


Sudan frees Mahdi, 
declares amnesty 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese 
President Omar Hassa n Al 
Bashir announced on Tuesday he 
was freeing former Prime Minis- 
ter Sadeq Al Mahdi and Com- 
munist leader Mohammad Ali 
Nogd — the last of the Sudanese 
political party chiefs rounded up 
when he seized power in 1989. 

Speaking to a national confer- 
ence called to decide the coun- 
try's political future, Bashir also 
offered amnesty to rebels. 

Mahdi, 56, was premier during 
a 1986-89 interlude of elected 
government. He is hereditary 
leader of the Ansar Movement — 
the followers of his great- 
grandfather , the 1mm am Mahdi 
who fought Britain, Egypt and 
Turkey in the 1880s and 90s. 

Media reports outride Sudan 
say the Oxford-educated Mahdi 
suffers from an unspecified eye 
ailment. 

Bashir jailed scores of politi- 
cians, trade unionists and human 
rights activists after taking power. 

He told the conference on 
Monday he was freeing all re- 
maining political prisoners, who 
numbered about 100 according to 
a recent official estimate. He 
gave some of the prominent 
names on Tuesday in remarks 
reported by the official news 
agency SUNA. 



Sadeq Al Mahdi 

Nogd, the veteran Communist 
leader whose party took part in 
Mahdi's last, broad-based gov- 
ernment, spent 16 years in hiding 
during the military dictatorship of 
Jaafar Numeiri. He reappeared in 
public when Numeiri was ousted 
in 1985. 

SUNA said Bashir announced 
an amnesty open for a month to 
“those who carried arms against 
the revolution” and for opposi- 
tion politicians abroad. 

The amnesty appeared to cover 


the estimated 50,000 rebels of the 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) which has fought succes- 
sive Khartoum governments in 
the south since 1983. 

Bashir did not mention two of 
Mahdi's close aides, former Fi- 
nance Minister Bashir Ali and 
Energy Minister Bakri Adee), 
who are still in detention. The 
two are stalwarts of Mahdi's 
Ununa Party, Sudan's biggest. 

Since taking power, Bashir has 
suspended the constitution, dis- 
solved parliament, political par- 
ties and trade unions, and im- 
posed an indefinite state of 
emergency. 

Jalal Ali Latfi, the head of the 
judiciary, was quoted on Tues- 
dasy by the London-based Arabic 
daily Asbarq Al Awsat as saying 
there were about 100 political 
prisoners in Sudan. 

Foreign human rights groups 
say conditions in some of Sudan's 
jails, particularly one in Darfur 
state in the West, are so poor that 
some detainees have contracted 
fetal diseases. 

Asharq Al Awsat also reported 
that Mahdi's wife Sara, who held 
senior posts in the Umma-Party, 
had heart and blood pressure 
problems and was seeking per- 
mission from the ruling junta to 
receive treatment abroad. 


Israelis gear up for Falasha ‘influx’ 


Bethlehem mayor condem 
killing of French tourist 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West 
Bank (Agencies) — A 63-year- 
old French woman was stabbed to 
death in a Bethlehem restaurant 
Tuesday. 

The motive for the attack was 
not dear and the army said the 
killer had not been caught. The 
French consulate identified the 
woman only as a 63-year-old 
French citizen. 

“She came with French nuns. 
This is a religious group, they are 
pilgrims,'' veteran Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij told Reuters, 
calling the attack “barbaric.” 

“The right of worship in Beth- 
lehem must be guaranteed by 
Arabs and I want all Arabs to 
condemn this art. She purposely 
came to “pray in Bethlehem,” he 
said. 

According to an army spokes- 
man the woman arrived at the 
restaurant with other French 
tourists and went to the bath- 
room. She was found downstairs 
in a poo) of blood. 

The army said she had been 
stabbed twice and hospital 
sources said she had been struck 
through the bean. 

“There was no reason to attack 
her whatsoever," said an army 
spokesman. He said her belong- 
ings had not been touched. "We 
believe the murder was done by a 
fanatic Islamic.” 


Soldiers damped a curfew on 
the Bethlehem area, just south of 
Jerusalem, and troops rounded 
up domes of suspects. 

She was the first tourist lolled 
in the West Bank since a Palesti- 
nian revolt against Israeli rule 
erupted 40 months ago. 

Palestinians have killed four 
tourists in nationalist attacks in- 
side Israel during the revolt. 

The uprising has deterred all' 
but a handful of tourists from 
visiting Bethlehem. The woman 
died in a restaurant beside the 

PLO 

condemns 

stabbing 

TUNIS (R) — The PLO conde- 
mned the fatal stabbing of a 
French pflgrim in Bethlehem 
.oo Tuesday. 

A PLO statement said 
Palestinians “reject the use of 
force against people who have 
nothing to do with (Israeli) 
oc cup a ti on or repression.” 

The statement, made avail- 
able to Renters, was by Bassam 
Abu Sharif, political advisor to 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion Chairman Yasser Arafat. 


Church of the Nativity, accepted 
by Christians as the site of Jesus's 
birth. 

"She came to pray in the 
church where Jesus Christ was 
born so I call on al) people in the 
Palestinian camp to denounce 
this criminal attack ... it is a very 
shocking crime," Freij said. 

Freij called the stabbing a “se- 
rious blow” for a tourist centre 
already reeling from the drop in 
visitors because of the Gulf war 
and increasing violence in the 
Palestinian revolt. 

In an interview last week at bis 
office overlooking the Manger 
Square, Freij reported that local 
unemployment, unknown four 
years ago, was now at least 70 per 
cent. 

Freij said of some 84 res- 
taurants that existed then, only 
four are still open. He said only 
one of six hotels still worker, and 
that only because it is family run. 

At least 1,120 Palestinians have 
been killed during the uprising. 

Earlier on Tuesday, an Arab 
stabbed and tightly wounded an 
Israeli farmer near Tel Aviv. 
Police arrested a suspect from the 
occupied Gaza Strip who they 
said confessed. 

Police quoted the 28-year-old 
suspect saying he was sent by a 

(Continued ou page 5) 


Algeria, China deny 
working on nuclear 
weapons development 


Britain holds landmark 
talks on N. Ireland 


ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — 
Algeria and China denied Tues- 
day they were cooperating to 
develop nuclear weapons and 
provided details of a secret plant 
under construction in this North 
African country. 

The official APS news agency 
said the unclear reactor China is 
helping Algeria build will be used 
solely for peaceful purposes. 

It will be open to inspection by 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency when completed in two 
years, APS said. 

A spokesman for China's fore- 
ign ministry, quoted by the offi- 
cial Hsinhua news agency in Beij- 
ing, said Qiina does not encour- 
age nuclear proliferation. 

He said a 1983 agreement be- 
tween the two countries included 
a heavy water reactor, but it was 
‘totally groundless” to daim that 
the small reactor could produce 
nuclear weapons. 

U.S. and British press reports 
have alleged that China is helping 


Algeria build a weapons- 
p reducing reactor at Ain Ous- 
sera, in toe Atlas mountains 260 
kilometres south of Algiers. 

Providing details about the 
reactor Monday for the first time, 
APS said it woud produce 15 
megawatts of power and use low- 
level enriched uranium as fuel. 

APS said cooperation with Chi- 
na was aimed at “obtaining a civil 
nuclear technology whose sole 
purpose is to control the applica- 
tion of rivfl nuclear energy in the 
framework of development.” 

The Chinese statement said its 
“nuclear export is strictly guided 
by its policy of nuclear non- 
proliferation.” . 

The western press reports 
claim the reactor is too large for 
research, too small to produce 
power, but the right size to make 
weapoos-grade plutonium. 

The Algerian agency said the 
reactor was located within a re- 
search city established at Ain 
Oussera in 1983. 


BELFAST (R) — Britain started 
landmark talks on Northern Ire- 
land on Tuesday, getting Roman 
Catholic and Protestant leaders 
■together in an attempt to bring 
peace to the strife-torn province. 

The Belfast talks, scheduled to 
last 10 weeks, could be a turning 
point for Northern Ireland after 
two decades of sectarian and poli- 
tical conflict in which 3,000 peo- 
ple have died. 

Northern Ireland Minister Pe- 
ter Brooke has already scored a 
remarkable achievement by per- 
suading Protestants and Catholics 
to sit round the same table to talk 
about the future of the 
Protestant-majority. province. 

The Irish limes said the two 


sides appeared to have “mutually 
irreconcilable agendas.” Bnt it 
said participants “know most 
assuredly that if they fail this 
time, it will be many a long day 
before they get another chance.” 

Brooke's initiative differs from 
previous efforts to end the Irish 
problem in that he has no bluep- 
rint for a solution but plans to let 
each submit proposals. 

Round the table are repre- 
sentatives of the government of 
the Irish Republic, unionist lead- 
ers representating Northern Ire- 
land's Protestant majority, the 
moderate Nationalist Social 
Democratic and Labour Party, 
and the middle-of-the- road 
Alliance Party. 
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Infant milk for Iraq 
stranded since August 


By Debbie Lovatt 

jpeaal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two shipments 
of infant formula, purchased 
and paid for by the State Com- 
pany for Foodstff Trading 
(Canfoodl, Baghdad, before 
the U.N. imposed an embargo 
on Iraq in August, have been 
nobbing around the 
Mediterranean or temporarily 
housed at ports in Europe un- 
able to reach their destination 
over the past nine months. 

In an effort to get the milk 
powder sent to Iraq Falah Wa- 
jdi, the representative of the 
Red Cross Society in Ger- 
many, has been in touch with 
the Red Cross, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), and the In- 
ternational Physicians for the 
Prevention of Nuclear War 
(IPPNW). 

Mr. Wajdi points out that 
“infant milk formula is not in 
the embargo. The shipping 
companies argue that they can- 
not deliver this supply through 
the naval blockade around the 
port of Aqaba without a cer- 
tificate from an international 
humanitarian organisation or 
the U.N. The two consign- 
ments are already paid for by 
the Iraqi company for more 
than a year and are lying in 
different ports in Europe. 
They can not be delivered be- 
cause of the embargo and the 
expiiy date of the product will 
end in a few months.’* 

One consignment, compris- 
ing 554 tonnes of infant formu- 
la from the Nestle company in 
Switzerland, had been stored 
in Varna (Bulgaria) and Gdy- 
nia (Poland) since August, and 
is now thought to be in 
Athens. 

This consignment is half 
made up of a product called 


Israelis 
favour peace 

Jackson diehl 

Washington Post 

RAMAT GAN — Israelis have 
emerged from the war more an- 
xious than ever to make peace, 
and more willing to consider com- 
promises with the Arabs, experts 
say. That mood runs stronglyu 
counter to the hard line of Sha- 
mir’s government, and some ex- 
perts here see it as a potential 
resource that both the United 
States and moderate Arabs 
should be trying to tap. 

A recent study by the Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies at 
Tel Aviv University showed that, 
instead of hardening Israeli opin- 
ion, the Gulf war slightly acceler- 
ated a decade-long drift by 
Israelis towards accepting the re- 
turn of the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

According to the postwar survey. 
58 per cent of Israelis now favour 
ending direct rule of the West Bank 
and Gaza, up from 50 per cent a year 
ago and 46 per cent five years ago. 

"Israelis more than before the war 
sec peace as an important goal and 
arc more optimistic than ever before 
that it can be achieved," said Asher 
Arian, the Haifa University political 
scientist who directed the survey. 
“Given the right circumstances, the 
Israeli public could follow in either 
direction — towards a peace settle- 
ment or against.” 

Arian and other political scientists 
say they find it paradoxical that many. 
Israelis conr/nue ro support Shamir 
and the Likud Party despite its haw- 
kish stands. The Jaffee Centre poll. 
f»r .'mm pic. ‘hawed half r' 
Israelis questioned support an inter- 
national peace conference and two- 
thirds would agree to negotiations 
sponsored by Washington and Mos- 
cow. Yet when Baker failed to obtain 
Shamir's agreement «o those very 
formulas in four recent trips to Tel 
Aviv, most Israelis shrugged. . 


Pelargon, which is medicated 
and prevents diarrhoea. 

Diarrhoea is the main health 
problem currently affecting 
young children in Iraq. 

The other consignment of 
1,003 tonnes of instant full 
cream milk powder and 823 
tonnes of infant formula, in- 
cluding 366 tonnes of Pelargon 
are blocked at Mersin. 
Turkey. 

According to a vice presi- 
dent of the Nestle world trade 
organisation, "these goods are 
impounded by Interbank 
Istanbul. A solution has to be 
found to get these goods re- 
leased along legal lines.’’ 

Turkey has until now been 
adhering to the embargo. In an 
announcement on Monday, 
however, it said it was lifting 
restrictions on the export of 
food to Iraq with immediate 
effect following Baghdad's 
acceptance last month of a 
U.N. Security Council cease- 
fire. 

A fax sent to Mr. Wajdi 
from Nestle, and passed onto 
the Gulf Peace Team in Am- 
man by Mr. Wajdi. said: “We 
have taken the initiative to 
ship them (consignments) at 
our own expense to the port of 
Aqaba where they are ex- 
pected to arrive between the 
25th and 30th April." By Mon- 
day there was no confirmation 
that the ship had arrived. 

Nestle explained in its fax 
that: "Permission to unload 
the goods in the port of Aqaba 
can only be obtained from the 
authorities if we prove that 
they are officially consigned to 
one of the international aid 
organisations (the Red Cross. 
WHO, UNICEF) who under- 
takes to organise the transport 
into iraq. 

“The goods will have to be 
handed over in Mersin to 
either the International Red 
Cross. WHO or UNICEF, for 


onward transport by road into 
Iraq. We ask you (Mr. Wajdi) 
to secure such a commitment 
from one of these organisa- 
tions. failing which the goods 
cannot leave Turkey." 

The determined representa- 
tive of the German Red Cres- 
cent Society has been in con- 
tact with international huma- 
nitarian organisations in Gene- 
va, but says: “Regrettably I 
didn't get rill now any coopera- 
tion or positive response for 
this matter." 

In order to avoid the com- 
mercial aspect of the consign- 
ment, according to Mr. Wajdi, 
"the Iraqi company agreed to 
donate the Pelargon to the 
Iraqi Red Crescent Society 
and will distribute it to Iraqi 
hospitals mainly in the south 
and north . where the need is 
most." 

"Two hundred and eighry 
tonnes of Pelargon are now in the 
port of Pireus, near Athens, 
Greece," Mr. Wajdi said. 

“I have contacted the presi- 
dent of the Red Cross in 
Greece, who gave his support 
to deliver one cargo of Pelar- 
gon free of charge to Amman. 
Once delivered to Amman the 
Jordanian Red Crescent Socie- 
ty will take the responsibility 
of delivering it to the Iraqi Red 
Crescent to be distributed to 
the children who desperately 
need it." said Mr. Wajdi. 

Nestle world trade organisa- 
tion is also offering 1.447 ton- 
nes of infant formula for im- 
mediate shipment at a special 
reduced price to any aid orga- 
nisation authorised to purch- 
ase and transport such goods 
to Iraq. 

Mr. Wajdi complains tiiar 
the attention of the Western 
media is now wholly focussed 
on the plight of the Kurds and 
that nothing is being said ab- 
out the human destruction and 
devastation in the rest of Iraq. 


U.N. sets up force to 
monitor referendum 
on future of Sahara 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council voted unani- 
mously Monday to establish a 
U.N. force to oversee a ceasefire 
in Western Sahara this year and a 
referendum early in 1992. 

The vote next year would en- 
able the inhabitants to choose 
between independence and in- 
tegration with Morocco. 

The council meeting lasted 
only a few minutes and there 
were no speeches. 

Morocco has controlled most 
of phosphate-rich Western 
Sahara since Spain evacuated its 
former colony in 1976. But the 
Polisario Front has been waging a 
guerrilla war for the past 15 years 
to press its demand for independ- 
ence. 

The U.N. Mission for the Re- 
ferendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO), as the force is cal- 
led, will comprise some 2.800 
troops, police and civilians, at a 
cost of some $200 million. 

MINURSO is the second U.N. 
field operation established in less 
than a month. On April 9 the 
council set up the 1.440-man 
U.N. Iraq-Kuwait Observation 
Mission (UNIKOM) to patrol a 
demilitarised zone along die Iraq- 
Kuwait border at a cost of about 
$83 million for the first six 
months. 

The General Assembly is to 
approve MINURSO’s budget 
• within a few days. 

Secrerary-General Javier Perez 
j de Cuellar will then propose a 
> ceasefire date, giving about 16 

I weeks’ notice to allow time for 
most of the U.N. personnel to be 
deployed in the sparsely- 


inhabited territory. 

The ceasefire will be followed 
by a 20-week transitional period, 
culminating in a referendum early 
next year. 

All U.N. members will be 
assessed a share of most of the 
costs of the S200 million opera- 
tion. 

But a S34 million programme 
to repatriate eligible Western 
Saharan voters and their families 
now living abroad is to be funded 
through voluntary contributions 
and mil be managed by the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

A report issued last week by 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar said Moroc- 
co had agreed to reduce the 
number of its troops in Western 
Sahara to no more than 65,000 
within 11 weeks from the start of 
the ceasefire. 

The remaining Moroccan 
troops, as well as Polisario forces 
in the territory, will be confined 
to certain locations and moni- 
tored by U.N. observers. 

An identification commission 
forming part of MINURSO will 
identify and register all Western 
Saharans eligible to vote — those 
now 18 years or older included in 
a 1974 Spanish census. 

A referendum commission will 
deal with all aspects of the actual 
voting, to be conducted by secret 
ballot, with special arrangements 
for those unable to read or write. 

The secretary-general's special 
representative for Western 
Sahara, whe will be in charge of 
the operation, is Johannes Manz. 
a Swiss diplomat appointed in 
January 1990. 
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Japauese members of the GulT Peace Team instaJ a water purification plant at the Saddam Hospital in 
Kirkuk (Photo by Eric Hoskins) 

Oil-rich Kirkuk lives in 
misery as rest of Iraq, does 


By Mariam M. Shah in 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

KIRKUK — With food shor- 
tages being reported in the 
northern govemerates of Iraq 
a convoy of food and medi- 
cines heads north. The food 
and medicines have come from 
Canada and Western Euro- 
pean countries and are accom- 
panied by its chief donator's, 
the Gulf Peace Team. 

As the convoy rolls into Kir- 
kuk the streets are empty and 
the shops closed. Many fore- 
igners accompanying the con- 
voy look for bullet holes in the 
dry walls, but there are none. 
The rity is not riddled with 
bullets but the atmosphere is 
like that of a ghost town: the 
air only slightly polluted from 
an oil industry gone haywire. 

Kirkuk is a major city in 
northern Iraq, second only to 
Mosul in size and importance. 
The population is like that of 
the rest of Iraq — a mosaic of 
ethnic and religious groups. 
But the largest group of people 
that call Kirkuk home ore Iraqi 
Arabs; Kurds. Turkomen and 
Armenians are minorities. 

Yet there are newspapers in 
Arabic. Kurdish and Arme- 
nian Kirkuk, an oil-rich city, 
has had a long history of peace- 
ful coexistence between its 
different ethnic groups. 

But when people are need 
they rarely have a religion or 
nationality they are just hun- 
gary, so althouth food and 
medicine on the convoy was 
intended primarily for hospit- 
als, the local governor suggests 
distributing foodstuff "(milk 
power in particular) to the 
poor directly. 

The people came running, 
initially forming orderly lines 
to receive one can of milk 
powder each. Eventually they 
scuffle and push each other. 
Men and women form segre- 
gated lines and children are 
everywhere. 

Iraqi soldiers control the 
crowds, which sometimes 
appear as if they were about to 
throw themselves on the 
trucks. No-one looked starved, 
but all seemed needy. The 
economic sanctions have taxed 
the nutritional balance of the 
Iraqis; that is one thing all will 
admit to. 

Basic foodstuffs are distri- 
buted by the government and 
residents here say that the 
availability of food has im- 
proved over the last few 
weeks. But Iraq is not a poor 
country nor are Iraqis a poor 
people who have been accus- 
tomed to handouts from huma- 
nitarian sympathisers. 

As one nutritional expert 
put it. "Their stomachs have 
been synlhesised. very much 
like that of people in the West. 
So the Iraqis, unlike people in 
the deserts of Africa, cannot 
survive on grass and insects. 


Without food as we know it. 
they will die of starvation.” 

Kirkuk, tike other cities and 
towns in Iraq attests to the 
changes that have taken place 
during the past century, terms 
of standards of living and nutri- 
tionally balanced diets Iraqis 
had very little to complain ab- 
out before the war. 

Kirkuk residents have never 
been in need before. One resi- 
dent explains, "Never have we 
stood in line for food. Maybe 
God has willed this upon us. 1 
don't know, maybe America. I 
don't know." 

One soldier is evidently 
ashamed of the masses con- 
verging on the truck full of 
food handouts. “Shame on 
you. Have you forgotten you 
are Iraqis and not beggars." he 
savs under his breath to the 
women who are scuffling to get 
closer to the truck. 

But the line gets larger as the 
volunteers and Iraqi Red Cres- 
cent Personnel hand out the 
milk and the truck leaves. 

The line is still long but 
organisers agree that if they 
were to continue to distribute 
the milk to the needy on the 
street then their would be no- 
thing left for the hospitals. 

Hie Saddam Hospital is lo- 
cated in the suburb of Kirkuk 
and looks abandoned. Many 
windows are shattered and the 
hospital has an occupancy rate 
of 20 per cent. The nurses, 
most of whom speak Kurdish 
with one another, stand 
around and talk, having no- 
thing much to do. or so it 
seems. 

At first sight the medical 
storage room seems full and 
the hospital in good condition. 
But as always appearances may 
be decieving. 

The only doctor on call in 
this 420-ben hospital explains 
that most people have gone 
home be causae the facilities 


don’t allow for much more 
than out-patient medical ser- 
vices. 

A moaning 15 year-old boy 
has tubes stuck in his back 
where a bullet hit him. We 
don’t learn much more about 
his condition or the reason why 
he was shot, only that he is 
Kurdish, as his grandfather 
wearing full Kurdish head-gear 
attests to. 

In another of the almost 
empty rooms of the hospital 
lies a woman who had her foot 
amputated because as a diabe- 
tic she could find no insulin in 
Kirkuk. 

In yet another room lies a 35 
year old mother of four chil- 
dren who was hurt during the 
fighting between rebels and the 
army. No one mentions that 
officially there was no fighting 
in Kirkuk. 

There is some electricity in 
this once seemingly well run an 
dwell to do hospital but the 
biggest problem is basic medi- 
cines and water. There is no 
water. A group of Japanese 
members of the Gulf Peace 
Team has come to the rescue. 
They have brought a water 
purification plant to install at 
the Saddam Hospital in Kirkuk 
and insiali it they do. 

Before leaving the hospital 
they taste the water to make 
sure that it is fit for consump- 
tion. The hospital has clean 
water again. 

One week later a follow-up 
mission arrives to discover that 
the hospital does not have the 
fuel to run the water purifica- 
tion machine and the machine 
is no longer functional. 

Meanwhile the one doctor 
on duty, a woman, reports to a 
visiting foreign doctor that she 
has just performed a ceasarean 
operation with “thousands of 
flies on the woman's wound." 

In Kirkuk as, in the rest of 
Iraq, the misery continues. 
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Relief workers distrbute food and milk powder in Kirkuk (Photo by 
Mariam Shahir.) 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Rabbi calls for solidarity inter-faith 

■- 

ROME (AP) — A prominent Israeli Jewish leader, speaking at a 
meeting of Jews, Christians and Muslims'Monday, sai d a rise in 
religious fanaticism was hurting Middle East peace prospects. 
Shkuno Goren, chief rabbi emeritus of Israel, was among several 
religious leaders who spoke during the first day 
meeting at Rome’s city ball atop the Capitoline Hill. We are 
satisfied by the fact that religion was not the principal cause ofthe 
Gulf war and did not play a vital part in the breach of peace within 
that rgion.” said Rabbi Goren. But, he said, “unfortunately, peace 
I in the Middle East is still in grave danger and to a certain extent due 
to the rise of religious zealotry in the region.” He didn’t name any 
sect or religious group. Recalling the common roots of Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, Rabbi Goren said: “It is our holy obligation 
and task to avoid a danger of returning the Middle East, which 
presented the world with the values of the great monotheistic rairos 
and the ethics of the prophets, to the darkest times of the middle 
ages, in which religion was a double-edged sword in the hands of its 
bearer." Other conference speakers were a top Vatican official. 
Cardinal Roger Ethcbegaray, and Sbeikh A1 Moktar Assallami, 
mufti of Tunisia. Pope John Paul II was scheduled to receive the 
participants on Tuesday. 

First pilgrims for Haj dock at Jeddah 

DEDDAH (AP) — The first group of pilgrims sailed Monday into 
Saudi Arabia from India to take part in the annual Haj to Mecca 
and Medina in late June. A total of 1,539 pilgrims from 10 Indian 
states arrived at the Jeddah Islamic seaport on the Red Sea aboard 
the Indian ship Akbar. According to Indian diplomatic sources, 
about 40,000 Indian Muslims will perform pilgrimage this year. 
India has about 120 million Muslims. The sources, who asked not to 
be identified, said a man and a woman died on board the ship on 
their way to Saudi Arabia. They expected four more ships laden 
with Indian pilgrims while others will start flying in on May 15. Port 
Director Mohammed Ali Ben Nasser said the port has completed 
all arrangements to receive the pilgrims. He said a new hall was 
built at the main gate to accommodate more than 3,000 pilgrims at a 
time and that a rest house has been built outside the port. From 
Jeddah, pilgrims will be transported by buses to neighbouring 
Medina or Mecca. About two million Muslims from around the 
.world are due to converge on the two cities for the annual Haj 
season, whicb starts on May 22, depending on the appearance of 
the Lunar crescent. 

Turkey resumes food exports to Iraq 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey Monday lifted the restrictions on food 
exports to Iraq which were imposed last year in compliance with the 
U.N. trad embargo. The announcement from the treasury and 
Foreign Trade undersecretariat said the liberalisation on exports 
would also cover other non-military “human needs” including 
medicine and medical equipment. It said the undersecretariat will 
monitor the exports and keep the U.N. Sanctions Committee 
informed. The bain on imports from Iraq was to remain in force. 
The announcement said the move was in conformity with the April 
3 decision of the U.N. Security Council permitting food exports to 
Iraq. Ankara ceased trading with Iraq, a major trade partner, and 
blocked its vital oil exports through a pipeline, in line with the U.N. 
bid to dislodge Iraq from Kuwait through economic pressure. 

Iran executes 24 for drug trafficking 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran Monday executed 24 people for drug 
trafficking, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported. 
The agency said the condemned, including two women, were 
executed after the verdict of an Islamic court was endoised by the 
prosecutor general. It did not describe the specific charges, but 
noted that anyone found guilty of possessing more than 30 grammes 
of heroin or five kilogrammes of opium feces the death penalty. 
Iran's Islamic government has vigorously attacked drug trafficking 
in the country. On Sunday, the agency reported that the air force 
had joined with anti-drug squads in battles with two caravans of 
drug smugglers last week. It said two dozen smugglers were killed 
or wounded in the battles. 

Hungary's carrier resumes flights to Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — Hungary’s national carrier Malev resumed flights 
to Beirut Monday after a nine-year stoppage because of Lebanon's 
civil war, airport sources said. Malev brought to five the number of 
East European and Arab airlines which have resumed flights to 
Beirut since army troops clamped down on militias this year under 
an Arab-backed peace plan. 

Dutch minister to visit Israel in May 

THE HAGUE (AP) — Dutch Foreign Minister Hans Van den 
Brock will travel to Israel next month for two days of talks with 
Israeli officials on Mideast issues, the Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. Mr. Van den Broek will arrive in Israel on May 6 and 
meet with Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, Foreign Minister David 
Levy and Defence Minister Moshe Arens, according to a Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman. The spokeswoman said no specific topics 
have been set for the talks. She said Mr. Van den Broek, who on 
July J takes over the revolving European Community (EC) 
presidency, will not be travelling with other community officials. As 
the next community president. Van den Broek is a member of the 
EC troika — a three-member representative council consisting of 
the past, present and future presidents. The troika often travels 
together on visits concerning EC foreign policy. The Netherlands 
has a long tradition of support for the Jewish state, which has shown 
most recently when the Dutch military stationed Patriot missiles on 
Israeli soil to help defend the country against Iraqi missile attacks. 

Shot fired on Nicosia green line 

NICOSIA (R) — A shot fired across the Nicosia green line broke 
the window of a sentry’s box on the Greek -Cypriot side on 
Monday. Cypres Defence Minister Andreas Aloneftis told a. local 
radio station the shot was fired by a Turkish soldier. Apart from a 
few accidents, the last shooting incident at the buffer strip was in 
December 1988. "This is a serious incident in the sense that it was 
completely unprovoked and wc were very lucky there were no 
victims." Mr. Aloneftis said. The shot was fired near the British 
High Commission, which stands on the green line west of old 
Nicosia's 16th century walls. The United Nations force in Cypres, 
which patrols the island's Greek-Turkish divide, was investigating. 
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Cucumbers (large) .... 

140 / JOO 

Cucumbers (small J ... 

300/250 

Dales 

1000/900 

Eggplant 

... .330 / 250 

Garlic 

360/300 

Grapefruit 

... . 240/ 160 

Lemon 

320 / 280 

Lettuce (pci one) 

100/ 70 

Marrow (Large) 

R0 / 40 

Marrow is mall 1 

150/ ton 

Onion (dry) 

200/ ISO 

Onion (green) 

170/120 

Orange 

250 > 211» 

Pepper (hot) 

240/200 

Pepper (swectl 

250/200 

Potato 

2SO/2UO 

Radish 

150/100 



450 / 350 

Spanich 

140/100 

Tomatoes 

440/380 
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ACC reschedules debts, grants 

new loans to southern farmers 
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KARAK (J.T.) - The Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) is allowing fanners whose 
lands in the Karak region were 
affected by a devastating ran 
storm last month to rschedule 
debts due to (he ACC which 
grant them new iaons to help 
them cany on with their work, 
according to ACC Director 
General Mansour Ben Tarif. 

“Farmers in the Karak region 
together owe the ACC JD 2.5 
million from last year, but 
through a rescheduling of debts 
they should pay JD 1 mition only 
during the current year.’' said 
Mr. Ben Tarif during an inspec- 
tion tour of the affected regions 
and farms in the Karak area. 

“The government's recent de- 
cision to unify all loans to farmers 
and to entrust the process of 
lending money to the ACC was a 
step in the right direction and a 
practical translation of Jordan's 
agricultural and economic de- 
velopment," said Mr. Ben Tarif 
in a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

He said that such derision re- 
quired continued government 
and public support for the ACC 
to enhance its financial capabili- 
ties so that it can offer credit 
facilities to the farmers and coop- 
eratives. 

He said that the ACC planned , 
from now on, to rely on local 
resources, and not on foreign 
or ganisati ons, for funds to give 


loans to the local farmers. 

In this case, he said, the ACC 
would have to work out a reason- 
able timetable for collecting its 
debts from the fanners so that its 
operations can go ahead uninter- 
rupted. 

Mr. Ben Tarif disclosed that 
since its creations, in the 1960s, 
the ACC has granted loans to 
local farmers totalling JD 100 
million, benefitting 75,000' 
citizens in various areas. 

He said that only JD 63 million 
had been recovered, while the 
rest is still to be collected from 
14,000 farmers. 

Through these loans, be said, 
hundreds of thousands of dunums 
of rain-fed and river-irrigated 
land have been reclaimed and 
numerous agricultural and lives- 
tock projects have been im- 
plemented. 

- * 

The loans, Mr. Ben Tarif said, , 
purchased agricultural equipment 
and helped introduce modem 
technology to the agricultural sec- 
tor in Jordan, like drip irrigation 
and plasti culture techniques. 

Mr. Ben Tarif met with Karak 
Governor Eid Qatameh who 
briefed him on the agricultural 
situation and the extent of dam- 
ages sustained as a result of the 
climatic conditions. He deman- 
ded that farmers be offered im- 
mediate assistance and loans to 
help them resume their opera- 
tions. 


Mayor, trade officials 
review problems, activity 


AMMAN (Petra) — Amman 
Mayor Ali Suheimat Tuesday re- 
viewed with president and mem- 
bers of the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce's board problems fac- 
ing the commercial sector and the 
methods they envisage for de- 
veloping legislations and regula- 
tions capable of boosting com- 
mercial activity. 

Mr. Suheiinaf pointed out that 
the commercial activity was the 
most prominent landmark of eco- 
nomic activity which exceeds by 
for, in terms of performance, the 
country's population. 

He stressed that continuous 
contacts and dialogue between 
the chamber and the municipality 
could help crystallise practical 
concepts and -ideas, capable of 
enabling • -legislators and techni- 
cians to reformulate some sys- 
tems and -regulations and intro- 
duce improvements in the econo- 
mic activity. 

He noted that the legislations 
in force had not yet taken their 
final shape, but are subject to 
amendments, warranted by the 


nature of th current stage. 

Mr. Suheimat said the current 
economic stage, the country was 
passing through, was a very diffi- 
cult stage “caused by circumst- 
ances beyond oar ability to hand- 
le." 

Mr. Suheimat announced the 
formation of a joint committee, 
grouping representatives of Am- 
man Municipality and Amm an 
Chamber of Commerce, to study 
the ideas and proposals presented 
to the committee. 

President of ACC Board of 
Directors Mohammad Asfour re- 
viewed problems of the commer- 
cial sector and caned on the 
municipality to be flexible in 
issuing temporary licences of pro- 
fessions and to reconsider the 
reestablishment of popular mar- 
kets. 

Mr. Asfour called on the 
mayor to show more flexibility in 
allowing cars to stop for picking 
up and dropping passengers and 
for buying things, saying that tbe 
measures taken by the municipal- 
ity in this regard are not suffi- 
cient 


Yemeni official leaves 
Amman for Damascus 


RAMTHA (J.T.) — Yemen’s 
Deputy Prime Minister and Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Iryani Tuesday wound up a visit 
to Jordan and left for Damascus 
by land. He was seen off by local 
officials from the Ramtha district 
as well as Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials in Amman. 

Mr. Iryani, who delivered a 
message to His Majesty King 
Hussein from Yemeni President 
Ali Abdallah Saleh, said in pre- 
departure statement here that his 
talks in Amman had centred on 
developments in the Arab and 
international arena, with special 
focus on tbe recent events in the 
Gulf and on Y emeni- J ordanian 
relations. 

Mr. Iryani said that he would 


meet with Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad in Damascus to deliver 
a message from the Yemeni lead- 
er and will also go to Lebanon on 
a similar mission, before going to 
Egypt to meet with President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Mr. Iryani told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra that bis mis- 
sion was in the course of Yemen's 
consultations with Arab govern- 
ments to eod differences among 
Arab states and to re-establish 
solidarity and end the differences 
that emerged with the Gulf crisis. 

While in Amman, Mr. Iryani 
discussed with Foreign Minster 
Tahcr A1 Masri coordination of 
Yemeni -Jordanian positions at 
the forthcoming meeting of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence. 


Jordan celebrates Labour Day 1 


The ambassador of die Demo- 
cratic people’s Republic of Korea 
Kong Sok Ung on Monday pre- 
sented his credentials to His 
Majesty Eng Hussein at Ragha- * 
d«n place. 

Due to a translation mistake. 


the Jordan Times yesterday 
erroneously identified the ambas- 
sador as representing South 
Korea. The Jordan Times regrets 
the error and wishes the ambassa- 
dor success in his mission in tbe 
Kingdom. 
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to accept current vacancies 


N* Korean envoy presents credentials 


AMMAN (J.T. I — Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim A1 Dughmi 
Tuesday issued an appeal to 
Jordanian job-seekers to accept 
available posts left vacant by the 
non-Jordanian workers and earn ■ 
a decent living. 

“The Ministry of Labour, 
through tbe Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTCJ, is organising 
(raining courses for job seekers to 
qualify them for the available 
jobs and has raised the motto of 
3991 as the year for substituting 
foreign workers with local 
citizens," said the minister in a 
message issued on the eve of 
Labout day Wednesday. 

Labour Day anniversary this 
year follows serious develop- 
ments in the Arab area affecting 
the labour markets of Jordan and 
other Arab countries, with nega- 
tive impact on the national indust- 
rial production, said the minister. 


“The government in coopera- 
tion with the private sector's em- 
ployee and workers, is exerting 
strenuous efforts to overcome the 
consequences of the Gulf war and 
the various challenges Involved in 
the process of development," the 
minister added. 

He paid tribute to the workers 
of the occupied Arab territories 
and said that “Arabs lake pride in 
their heroic steadfastness in the 

face of Israeli repressive rule.” 

* 

Prime Minister Mudar Bad ran 
Monday met the minister of 
labour to discuss the question of 
unemployment which now stands 
at 16.8 percent of the total labour 
force in Jordan. 

Ministry of Labour Secretary 
General Saleh Khasawneh told 
Radio Jordan at noon Tuesday 
that the total number of unem- 
ployed Jordanians, including the 


returnees from Kuwait and the 
Gulf, now stands at 105.000. 
These job-seekers have already 
registered with the Civil Service 
Commission or the labour offices 
around the country. Mr. Khasaw- 
□eh said. 

The labour minister told the 
prime minister that the Jordanian 
labour force was estimated at 
630,000 and noted that tbe coun- 
try now employed 160,000 non- 
Jordanian workers, of whom 23 
per cenr work illegally, not hold- 
ing valid work permits. 

Mr. Kfaasawaneh said that 
Labour Day was celebrated as a 
national day in Jordan in recogni- 
tion of the efforts of the workers 
in the process of construction and 
development. 

On the occasion of Labour Day 
all government departments and 
public institutions :r. the country 
will remain dosed. 


Cairo meeting reviews 
role of Afro-Asian countri 
in international affairs 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Legal 
Committee of the Afro- Asian 
group which met in Cairo discus- 
sed, among other topics on the 
agenda, prospects for the role of 
African and Asian nations in' 
international affairs in general 
and at the United Nations Orga- 
nisation in particular, according 
to Dr. Majed KhaHfaeh the jus- 
tice minister who represented 
Jordan at the meeting. 

The minister, who returned to 
Amman Monday evening, said 
that the Jordanian delegation bad 
sbmitted proposals for the re- 
examination of the United Na- 
tions Organisation's system in the 
light of new world developments, 
particularly in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis which caused so much 
distress to the people in Asian 
and African countries. 

Mr. Khalifeb said that since the 
creation of the world organisation 
numerous events occurred 
around the world, affecting the 


status of many countries and 
causing the emergence of new 
realities. 

In view of tbe dismemberment 
of the Warsaw pact and tbe inter- 
nal problems of the Soviet Union 
and China, the arena has been 
left for three Western nations to 
play the main roles in world 
affirs," the minister said. 

He said that the Asian and 
African countries should have an 
equal role in world affairs and 
inside the United Nations Orga- 
nisation. 

According to Dr. Khalifeh, his 
views drew support and favour- 
able response from the countries 
attending the committee’s 30th 
meeting in Cairo. 

The minister said he had raised 
file question of promoting the 
role of the International Court of 
Justice, which he said, should be 
authoriesed to handle interna- 
tional disputes and questions re- 


lated to border demarcations, 
and deal with all issues with 
fairness and through peaceful 
means. 

Referring to the Palestine 
question. Dr. Khalifeh said that 
he drew attention to the con- 
tinued ordeal of the Palestinian 
people under Israeli occupation 
and a genera! consensus was 
reached by the participating 
countries on the need to unify 
their stands vis-a-vis the ongoing 
oppression against the Palestinian 
people. 

The minister said he had raised 
the question of environment 
pollution and the issue of indus- 
trialised nations dumping their 
poisonous waste in Africa and 
Asia and said that such a practice 
was a source of real danger to the 
peoples of the third world. A 
total of 42 nations were re- 
spresented at the Cairo meeting. 


Ministry launches 


to revive, 

By Maha Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Tourism is currently studying a 
new programme for promoting 
tourism, according to which 
100 tourists at a time will be 
accommodated overnight in a 
bedouin tent and experience 
the true bedouin life. 

Ministry’s Secretary General 
Nasri Alallah said that 
although Petra was the main 
attraction for most tourists, 
Jordan has more to offer than 
that. 

“Petra is the jewel in the 
necklace of tourism," Mr. 
Atallah said. “But we must 
polish the necklace that holds 
the jewel." 

Mr. Atallah added that the 
project under way was an 
opportunity provided for tour- 
ists to stay overnight where 
they can be alone with nature. 

“There will not even be any 
electricity in those tents." Mr. 
Atallah said. 

Tourists, however, have 



varied opinion regarding this 
idea. 

Gerry Gyngell, the adminis- 
trative manager of a London- 
based travel agency who was in 
Jordan last wek, said that he, 
personally, would enjoy an 
overnight stay in a rent, but 
was not sure about his diems. 

“Our clients are usually past 
retirement age and often come 
to Jordan»on religious pilgrim- 
age." Mr. Gyngell said. “I do 
not think they would be adven- 
turous enough to stay iu the 
desert overnight.” 

Mr. Atallah said that this 
programme would help to 
further develop the cultural 
side of tourism in Jordan. 

Sylvie Collombat, a journal- 
ist for a French magazine, who 
visited Jordan on a week-long 
familiarisation trip organised 
and jointly funded by tbe 
Ministry of Tourism and Royal 
Jordanian Airlines last week, 
said that she was fascinated by 
tbe atmosphere of the bedouin 
life in Umm Qais. 


"T loved experiencing the 
bedouim life in Umm Qais, 
and I would definitely enjoy 
staying overnight in a tent," 
Ms. Collombat said. 

The tour manager of an Ita- 
lian travel agency said that 
whether this project was 
adapted or not, she would be 
returning to Jordan this sum- 
mer with friends. “There is so 
much to see in Jordan that is 
unique," Ms. Clerico said. 
“This is tbe Dead Sea and 
Petra as well as the chance to 
experience the bedouin life," 
she added. 

The new plan is only one of 
many projects that the Minis- 
try of Tourism is launching in 
order lo revive the tourism 
industry in Jordan after the 
Gulf crisis and the ensuing war 
which was responsible for the 
loss of tourism to Jordan. 

“During the boom tourism 
year of I9S9. Jordan received 
about 600,000 tourists," Mr. 
Atallah said. “After the begin- 
ning of the Golf crisis, on Aug. 
2, we did not receive a single 
tourist." 


Relief organisations send aid to Iraq 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman- 
based Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) Tuesday dispatched a con- 
voy of trucks laden with relief 
supplies worth $94,000 to Iraqi 
victims of the Gulf war. 

A statement by the CRS office 
here said that tbe convoy carried 
flour, sugar, rice, milkpowder, 
com oil, cartons of cheese and 
canned meat to the Iraqi people. 

The relief items were intended 
for various regions of Iraq, espe- 
cially the northern parts of the 
country, the statement added. 

Tbe seven-truck convoy was 
organised in cooperation with the 
Jordan National Red Crescent 
Society (JNRCS) and the Iraqi 
Red Crescent Society. 

The Catholic Relief Services is 
an international relief and de- 
velopment agpncy of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference. It assists 
people worldwide on the bass of 
need. 

In another development Anan- 
da Marga Universal Relief Team 
(AMURT) has recently sent its 


second convoy of relief materials 
to Iraq. This, along with its third 
convoy, planned for next week, 
included building materials (such 
as cement and iron rods), elec- 
trical equipment, as well as milk- 
powder and baby foods. 

The building materials are for 
reconstruction of the hospital in 
Karbala, a project AMURT is 
undertaking along with Gulf 
Peace Team and Middle East 
Action Network. A generator has 
recently been installed at the 
hospital allowing some facilities 
to be used. Other generators are 
to be bought by these teams for 
the same purpose. AMURT is 
now replenishing 1,000 oxygen 
tanks which are a great neccessity 
for any hospital. 

AMURT has also established 
an agreement with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment to sponsor 2,000 
orphans for the time required for 
them to be stabilised. 

After reconstruction of the 
Karbala hospital, plans have been 
formulated to help rebuild a hos- 


pital in Basra too. 

Ramanada Avadhuta, the 
director of AMURT, researched 
the possibility cf starting a series 
of model communities, known as 
“master units", which AMURT 
and its parent organisation, 
Ananda Marga. have started in 
dozens of countries. 

These communities have sever- 
al purposes. They are designed to 
be small communities, in a rural 
setting. They generally concern 
themselves with both individual 
development (including schools, 
free health care, job training,} 
literacy training) and community 
development (including refore- 
station, botanical gardens, agri- 
cultural development, cooperative 
farming, alternative energy 
sources, employment in economi- 
cally depressed areas). 

AMURT is also eager to estab- 
lish such projects in Jordan, and 
has had some initial consultations 
with individuals here on this type 
of project. 


Jordan marks 
Adversary of 
atfono 



AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
Thursday celebrates the 38th 
anniversty of His Majesty Eng 
Hussein's assumption of his con- 
stitutional powers. 

Since assuming his duties in 
1953, Eng Hussein has been 
devoting his time and efforts to 
serving his country, and the Arab 
Nation at large, and his relentless 
endeavours have been rewarded 
with development and progress in 
Jordan's various fields. 

The Palestine issue has been 
among the foremost concern of 
the King, and his effort continue 
to help the Palestinian people 
regain their rights in their own 
homeland. 

Under the leadership of Eng 
Hussein. Jordan has won worl- 
dwide respect and now enjoys 
stability and security which con- 
tribute to the Kingdom's progress 
and development. 

On the eve of the anniversary, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
issued a statement referring espe- 
cially to the fan that the Eng- 
dom enjoys an atmosphere of 
democracy, a true endeavour of 
Eng Hussein who is keen on 
securing for his countrymen a 
dimate of freedom and offering 
them respond bility in partiripat- 
ing in the process of constructing 
the country in a climate of politic- 
al stability and socio-economic 
progress. 

The agency said that the princi- 
ples of the Great Arab Revolt 
have been serving as a guide-line 
for the Jordanian leadership and 
have been enabling the country to 
attain self-reliance and freedom 



from foreign rule. 

The agency referred to the 
projected national charter as the 
umbrella for all political orienta- 


tions and groupings to pool their 
resources and pursue develop- 
ment and progress in tire King- 
dom. 



AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Planning KhaJed Amin Abdullah 
Tuesday returned to Amman 
from a visit to China and said that 
he reached agreement with 
Chinese officials on bilateral, 
cooperation in economic, trade, 
technological and technical fields. 

The minister, who spent 10 
days in Peking to discuss bilateral 
cooperation, said he signed the 
minutes of the talks with tbe 
Chinese officials, updating agree- 
ments signed by Amman and 
Peking in 1985. 

According to the minutes, Chi- 
na will import 400,000 tonnes of 
potash during the current year 
and will buy unspecified amounts 
of Jordanian phosphate, said the 
minister. 

The two sides expressed desire 
to expand the scope of trade 
exchanges and to diversify the 
types of products. 

The Jordanian delegation 
handed the Chinese officials a list 
of Jordanian goods, including 
pharmaceuticals, which can be 


sold to China, the minister noted. 

Agreement was reached on a 
$10 million Chinese soft loan to 
Jordan to help the Kingdom im- 
port Chinese goods and to fi- 
nance development projects; the 
Chinese side expressed desire to 
offer Jordan an additional lean 
later cn. Dr. Abdullah added. 

The minister said he intro- 
duced to the Chinese incentives 
offered by Jordan ro investors 
and prospects of launching joint 
ventures. 

The Chinese side, he said, ex- 
pressed satisfaction with coopera- 
tion conducted with the Arab 
Potash Company (AFC) which 
offered Chinese technicians train- 
ing in producing potash in China. 

The minister said the two sides 
had underlined the need for con- 
tinuing bilateral cooperation and - 
said an agreement on cooperation 
in foe fields of science and tech- 
nology would be signed at a later 
date. 

The minutes signed by the two 


sides in Peking provided for 
cooperation between foe national 
shipping lines in the rwo coun- 
tries, to operate betweer. the Red 
Sea and the Far Eastern ports, to 
help promote the exchange of 
trade between cour.tries in the 
Far cast and Jcrd?r well as 
Red Sea ports. 

The minister said agreement 
was reached or. utilising the joint 
maritime venture for exporting 
Jordanian phosphate and potash. 

Dr. Abdullah met with the 
Chinese head of state and the 
foreign minister who lauded His 
Majesty Eng Hussein’s policies. 
He also met ministers responsible 
for science and technology to 
discuss bilateral cooperation. 

The minister was accompanied 
on the visit by representatives of 
the Amman Chamber of Industry 
and Trade, the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company, tine A PC, the 
Jordan National Shipping Lines, 
the Natural Resources Authority 
and the Ministry of Planning. 
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J ORDA N’S COMMEMORATION of Labour Day today b 
a fitting occasion to recall that the right to work is a cardinal 
prmcfyfe fan the Universal Declaration of Harases Rights, 
adopted and pr oefaw n ed in December of 1948. Article 23 of 
tkat declaration erdams that “everyone has the right to 
work, to a free choke of eanployme&t, to just and favourable 
conditions of work and to protedka against unempfoy- 
nmt-” That famous article gees on to stipulate that 

everyone, without any dberadoation, has the right to equal 
pay for equal work and to just and favourable remuneration 
ouwag tor himself and has family an existence worthy of 
hwm dignity to be supplemented, if and when necessary, 
by other means of soda! protection. The declaration also 
bestows on everyone the right to form and join trade onions 
for the protection of his or her interests. 

This right to wink as enshrined in the 1948 declaration 
was foilhfaUy reflected later on rathe Internationa! Cove- 
nant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights that entered 
into force on Jan. 3, 1976. 

The fotersational Covenant on Cm! snd Political Rights 
that also came into force in 1976 also highlighted the right to 
work as part and pared of the evi and political rights that 
everyone is entitled to under coxtocnswy mten&atumal law. 

Jordan ss a state party to the two international covenants 
and is bound by their principles mad provisions. In other 
words the country b treaty bound to respect and m^riement 
the requiraBsents of the two covenants, not to mention the 
guiding lighis of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which is the source of aSr. contemporary internation- 
al sad national legWons on human rights in general. As a 
matter of fact, tins country has already done a great deal to 
meet its treaty obtigstions whether under the covenants of 
the resototioas and principles of the International Labour 
Office, tire KLO. 

As s4xte parties to <ite various i&tsxatkna! human rights 
tH&3 labour coGveiit.nrti 1 :, toe bides trial countries of the 
worbS are duty tosnd to developing countries like 
JonS&a to SEoeUag £*«&■ obligations to their peoples. The 
Kingdom to fad has received valuable aid from many 
SriacdSy owatnes esgieaacaBy ns the wake of the Gulf crisis. 
Yet Sh ecaK2tfB3E£ woes persist, esgtedaiy its raaesnployineal 
crisis. No less thsoa 29fli^9 Jordanian expatriates have 
Fdaroed to JostSaaa in the wake of She Golf war only to 
f -Briber escacerbate She oonafiry’s caemploysnent problem. 
AstesaadralM between tire Gulf crisis and Jordan's 
dffirait ecoocssc conditions, including the worsening 
cnsmpfoyrmrt situation, the international community is 
invited to establish a special fond to compensate Jordan and 
ether similarly affected countries for their economic and 
5scai hardships that ensued from the Gulf war. The much 
talked about new international order needs to be amplified 
in order to have two complementary dimensions: one 
wdhkal and the other economic. There is no way that peace, 
security sad stability in the region can be attained without 
an integrated approach to the problems of the area 
i&ctading its economic needs. Jordan is already taking steps 
to cackle EnenapSoynsent. Yet the real remedial measures to 
Jordan ’s saszEgjfoyHKSBt crisis and its za&biSfty to provide 
emsiaycasaab to ate people can never be realised without 
ssq?p£en»estistg the generous aid that the country has been 
recemaag mostly from European countries and Japan with 
an gnteroatwaaS or regionaS compensatory fond that rams to 
eases JopStjs and sasnfflsriy affected countries to face the new 
chsISangss posed to them in the aftermath of the Golf aids 
wad the war that fc2k*wedl. 


A! Ra’i daily Tuesday criticised a statement by Soviet Middle East 
envoy Primakov in which he assumed that the Arabs were urging 
the Soviets to confront the United States in matters related to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. Primakov had said the Arabs should not rely 
on Moscow in confronting Washington because the situation has 
nor; changed, bat such statement is foil of faleshood because the 
Arab:; never wanted a U-S -'Soviet confrontation but rather an 
agreement cm resolving the problem, said the paper. The Arabs 
had in the past considered the Soviet Union as one of two 
superpowers in the world, and had relied on the Soviets for 
support; but now that the situation has changed, the Arabs still 
want ?doscow to take a role in settling the Arab-Israeli issue by 
peaceful means based on justice, noted the daily. Despite their 
knowledge that Moscow has new given way to the Americans to 
remain as the sole superpower, the Arabs had been hoping that 
Moscow would back its words with deeds and help end Israel's 
occupation and atrocities, the paper continued. Tt is strange to 
hear Primakov imagining that the Arabs want Moscow to 
confront the Americans because that was not the Arabs' intention 
in the past nor is it at present, it added. What the Arabs want, said 
the paper, is to see the Soviet Union as a member nation at the 
Security Council piayirg a meaningful role in re-establishing 
peace based on the international legitimacy and U.N. resolutions, 
and they would welcome any initiative aimed to achieve that goal.. 

AI Dnstour daily said in an editorial Monday that Prime Minister 
Mudar Sadran’s visits to the ministries of Labour and Water 
resulted in the release of figures and data of paramount 
importance to the public, because the questions of unemployment 
and the water crisis in the Kingdom are on the mind, of every 
Jordanian citizen all the time. Unemployment now accounts for 
17 per cent of the total Jordanian labour force, and a total of 
160,000 non Jordanians are employed in the country of whom 
three quarters are without work permits, said the paper. These 
figures and the briefing offered at the meeting together present a 
serious situation for the Kingdom; and unless it is speedily solved, 
the country would be facing more complexities in the future, said 
the paper. 



By Zbigniew Brzerinski 

WASHINGTON — I still think 
that punitive sanctions would 
have better served America's 
long-term interest, but dearly the 
military victory over Iraq was 
easier than expected. However, 
there is a growing — but still 
avoidable — risk that the war 
may come to be seen as having 
precipitated a geopolitical disas- 
ter and a moral disgrace. 

The increasingly messy after- 
math of the war gives rise to two 
central questions: 

What are the principal benefits 
and debits of the U.S.-led 
triumph? And what are the im- 
mediate and longer-rangc im- 
plications for subsequent U.S. 
policy? 

The benefits are undeniably 
impressive. 

First, a blatant act of aggres- 
sion was rebuffed and punished. 
An important political and even 
legal point, central to internation- 
al decency, was reaffirmed: that 
the community of nations will not 
tolerate the brutal use of force by 
one state against another. 

Second, U.S. military power is 
henceforth likely to be taken 
more seriously. The technological 
and strategic virtuosity of the 
military performance, as well as 
the display of personal deter- 
mination by U.S. decision mak- 
ers, is bound to have a chilling 
effect even as far away as North 
Korea, a dictatorship reputed to 
be acquiring nuclear weapons of 
its own. 

Third, the Middle East and the 
Gulf region are now clearly an 
American sphere of preponder- 
ance. Pro-American Arab regim- 
es feel more secure: so does 
Israel. U.S. access to oil is now 
not in Jeopardy. 

Fourth, die Soviet Union, until 
recently America’s principal rival 
in the Middle East, to all intents 
and purposes has been reduced 
largely to the status of a specta- 
tor. 

However, some negative con- 
sequences must also be placed on 
the scales. 

First, the most immediate re- 
gional benefidaiy of Iraq’s down- 
fall has been Iran, a power openly 
hostile to the United States and 
to America's satellite regimes on 
the Arabian Peninsula. Amer- 
ica's military presence in the re- 
gion is now imperative. This is 
not necessarily inimical to (J.S. 
interests, bat it is potentially a 



By Peter Jenkins 

IN THE United States the victory 
parades continue, but in the Mid- 
dle East the fruits of victory rot 
before our eyes. Every day the 
reckoning of the Gulf war mounts 
higher. 

Item: 15 million diplaced 
Kurds congregate on the frontiers 
of Iran and Turkey and die at an 
estimated rate of 1.000 per day. 
Considerations of humanity have 
driven the United States, Britain 
and others to an open-ended 
military involvement in Iraq that 
they never intended. 

item: the oil wells of Kuwait 
continue to burn, poisoning the 
ecosystem. Says Christopher Fla- 
vin, vice-president of the Worl- 
dwatch Institute, “There is no 
question that there is an immense 
ecological catastrophe- in the Gulf. 
The question, really, is whether it 
will recover, and if so, at what 
rate it will recover.” 

item: Iraq itself is devastated. 
Reports the U.N. Undersecret- 
ary-General, Martti Ahtisaari, to 
the Security Council: "The recent 
conflict has wrought near-apoca- 
lyptic results upon the economic 
infrastructure of what had been, 
until January 1991 . a rather high- 
ly urbanised and mechanised 
society. Now most means of mod- 
ern life support have been des- 
troyed or rendered tenuous. Iraq 
has. for some time to come, been 
relegated to a pre- industrial age. 
but with all the disabilities of 
post-industrial dependency on an 
intensive use of energy and tech- 
nology." 

K&rds 

(Continued Croon page 1) 

Mudarresi said Saddam de- 
cided to disband the million- 
strong Popular Array three days 
ago to collect the force's weapons 
because large numbers of its men 
had joined the rebels. 

In Safwan. south Iraq, U.S. 
forces flew 1,000 Iraqi refugees, 
many vowing to continue their 
fight against Saddam Hussein’s 
regime, to sanctuary is Saudi 
Arabia as the U.S. army pre- 
pared to pull out of southern 
Iraq. 

*’Wc hope the opposition will 
train us there and give us arms so 
that the hour of victory will come 
nearer.” said an army deserter. 
He gave bis name only as Hisham 
for fear of reprisals against his 
family still in Iraq. 




alien to the Middle East 



source of new instabilities. 

Second, that presence is re- 
lated to the growing danger that 
the war's aftermath is intensifying 
the region's barely suppressed 
ethnic, religious and tribal animo- 
sities. The war against Iraq could 
become part of a prolonged chain 
reaction, eventually "Lebanonis- 
ing” the region as a whole while 
bogging the United States down 
in it. 

Third, the very intensity of the 
air assault on Iraq gives rise to 
concern that the conduct of the 
war may come to be seen as 
evidence that Americans view 
Arab lives as worthless. 

That last consideration raises 
sensitive moral issues. The war 
was presented to the public issues 
as a “just war.” made necessary 
both by the immorality of Sad- 
dam Hussein's action and by the 
scale of the threat he posed. 
Saddam was portrayed as another 
Hitler, menacing the whole 
world. In fact, he turned out to 
have been much more like Mus- 
solini. 


And that raises the moral ques- 
tion of the proportionality of 
response. 

U.S. spokesmen repeatedly 
slated that the objective was not 
the destruction of Iraq, and that 
the enemy was Saddam and r.ot 
the Iraqi people. However, the 
air assauit against Iraq was heavi- 
ly directed, doubtless for military 
reasons, at its ability to operate as 
a modem society, with adverse- 
consequences for the well-being 
of innocent people. 

This conclusion emerges stark- 
ly from the report submitted to 
the United Nations by the Finnish 
bead of a special investigative 
mission, Marti Ahtissari. It item- 
srses the destruction of nonmilit- 
ary targets. 

Some 90 per cent of the indust- 
rial labour force has been dep- 
rived of work and income; the 
country's “sole laboratory pro- 
ducing veterinary vaccines" was 
destroyed by bombing; so were 
its “seed warehouses,” with “all 
stocks of potatoes and vegetable 


seeds,” thereby placing in jeopar- 

dy seasonal planting. 

Because of the deliberate des- 
truction of power plants and 
other sources of energy, “all elec- 
trically operated installations 
have ceased to function,” ca us in g 
a shortage of water and forcing 
the population to rely on con- 
taminated water supply. “All 
modem communications systems 
have been destroyed." etc. 

The mission concluded that the 
population faced “a catastrophe” 
from epidemics and under- 
nourishment, unless relief arrive. 

The human misery produced 
by the war has been compounded 
by the abortive Shiite and Kur- 
dish revolts. Obviously (though 
naively) counting on U.S. sup- 
port, the uprisings have been 
repressed with massive brutality. 
The resulting flight of the Kinds 
then created further suffering, 
with the Kurds subjected to death 
and deprivations on a shocking 
scale. 

All this is relevant to any calcu- 


lus of the war’s benefits and 
debits. It raises the possibility 
that the war may have been a 
of an underreac tion to 
earlier signs of Saddam’s aggres- 
siveness that late prompted an 
overreaction to the eventual act 
of aggression. This overreaction 
may have prompted what might 
be deemed in moral terminology 
a “efisproportionate" response. 

It is important to raise this 
troubling issue, especially given 
the emphasis on the idea of the 
“just war” and the deliberate 
evocation of Cfaurchillian sym- 
bols and rhetoric to gain pulbic 
support. The fact is that the war 
was not waged against all odds, 
against an all-powerful opponent, 
as had been the case against 
Hitler, but that it pitted the 
world’s only superpower against a 
Third World country armed with 
second-best weapons. 

What task should tbe United 
States now shoulder, bearing 
morality and geopolitics in mind? 
The point of departure for any 
answer must be the recognition 
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that the United States has 
oedented influence on tbe , 

an entire region. 

After Woiid War n Hany 
man recognised America's row 
and political responsibility 
future of Europe, He rose toft* 
challenge through a firm conm®. 
meat to large-wale reEef, ree*. 
sanction and recondliatioii. To 
day the Gulf and the Middle 
need all three. 

Relief must be undertaken on 1 
massive scale: for the Kurds ® 
the first place, for the Strikes aad 
for other Iraqis as weH > 

The dispatching of U.S. forces 
to shield encampments in Iraq for 
the displaced Kurds is a rigi^ 
step, but it is difficult to under- 
stand bow U.S. forces can vacate 
the occupied parts of southern 
Iraq without first obtainingafinn 
commitment from Baghdad to 
alter the political status of tbe 
Iraqi Kurds very sig nifi cantly. 

Beyond this immediate, partly 
moral and partly political impera- 
tive, it behooves the United* 
States to pursue actively three 
broad goals: a regional security 
arrangement; a process for redis- 
tribution of regional wealth and 
for enhanced economic coopera- 
tion among all the region's states 
(including Israel); and a serious 
movement towards Arab-Israeli 
peace. 

Fortunately, there are signs 
that tbe United States is moving 
in that direction. But to succeed it 
will have to pursue all three goaki ; 
together. There can be no region-* 
al security, including arms control 
and other arrangements to mini- 
mise a repetition of tbe Iraqi 
aggression, without some prog- 
ress on the other two central 
issues. 

And there can be no movement 
on Israeli-Arab peace, including 
eventually some form of state- 
hood for the Palestinians, without 
a wider accommodation that 
tackles the region's strategic and 
social vulnerability. 

President Truman recognised 
the challenge of relief, recon-> 
strnction and reconciliation. 
America rose to the challenge. 
That is why Europe is safe and 
healthy today. For geopolitical 
and moral reasons America 
should undertake no less in the 
Middle East. 

The writer was national security 
advisor in the Carter administra- 
tion. His article is reprinted bom 
Tbe New York. Times. 



The last report became sub- 
merged in the news of the scale of 
the Kurdish tragedy and received 
scant attention from the world's 
press. The former national secur- 
ity adviser to President Carter, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, has now 
drawn attention to it in an article 
m Tbe New York Times. 

It is an appalling document 
which shatters the claim that the 
United States and its allies fought 
a discriminate war of surgical 
protection, minimising civilians 
casualties. As Mr. Brzezinski 
says, the damage-toll "raises the 
moral question of the orop- 
ortionality bf the response” to 
Saddam Hussein's aggression 
against Kuwait. 

Here are some details from the 
report of die U.N. mission: 

□ Approximately 90 per cent of 
Iraqi workers have been reduced 
to inactivity. 

□ All electrically operated in- 
stallations have ceased to func- 
tion, with devastating consequ- 
ences for water supply, public 
health and food disrribgtion. 

a Without electricity or re- 
fined oil fuels, "food that is im- 
ported cannot be preserved and 
distributed; water cannot be puri- 
fied; sewage cannot be pumped 
away and deansed: crops cannot 
be irrigated; medicaments cannot 
be conveyed." 

□ Food stocks arc near exhaus- 
tion: before the war Iraq Im- 
ported 70 per cent of its needs, 
but as sanctions bile and this 
year's harvest is compromised by 
the genera] devastation, “the Ira- 

While Iraqi dissidents packed 
up to quit their homeland, poss- 
ibly for years, other nationals 
displaced by the Gulf crisis com- 
plained that their embassies had 
abandoned them at the squalid 
desert refugee camps along the 
Iraqi-Kuwaiti border. 

“Please call my embassy and 
tel! them I'm here," begged re- 
fugees at the Kuwaiti-run Abdali 
camp. They included Lebanese, 
Syrians, Egyptians. Jordanians, 
Algerians and one Yugoslav. 

A U.S. officer helping nin a 
nearby camp guarded by the U.S. 
army near the Iraqi town of Saf- 
wan said American forces would 
leave southern Iraq as soon as all 
Iraqis who wanted to go to Saudi 
Arabia had been flown out. 

“Today we flew dose to 1,009 
people 10 Rafba camp (in Saudi 
Arabia) and we’ll be Hying more 
in tiie next few days." said Major 


qi people may soon face a further 
imminent catastrophe, which 
could include epidemic and 
famine.” 

The Kurds, meanwhile, arc in- 
volved in a unique catastrophe, 
not because of its scale, although 
that is large enough , but — as a 
U.N. refugee official told The 
New York Times — because of 
‘‘the combination of negative fac- 
tors — huge numbers, a short 
time frame, terrible conditions on 
such an enormous level and hav- 
ing so many of them arrive at the 
border destitute and exhausted." 

Meanwhile, Saddam remains 
entrenched in power with the 
latest Western intelligence assess- 
ments increasingly gloomy about 
the prospects for his eariy over- 
throw. Whatever chance there 
might have been of a military 
coup when the hostilities ended 
has been scotched by the Kurdish 
and Shi’ile u pricings - 

Nor has the concensus in the 
Security Councii extended to the 
consequences of the war it autho- 
rised. Tbe American and British 
are urging the U.N. to take on 
the burden of peacekeeping in 
northern Iraq, but i! shows little 
willingness to become involved in 
die internal affairs of a sovereign 
state. Its member slates have too 
many abuses of human rights and 
separatist movements on their 
own door-steps. 

This leaves President 8i:sh 
with a foot firmly planted in rhe 
quagmire he was determined to 
avoid, with the British in support. 
It promises to be a long and 
messy en tangle men 1 containing 

Tom Grubbs of the 4lWth civil 
affairs company. 

Saudi Arabia has started build- 
ing a well-equipped camp at 
Rafha and has said it will take an 
unlimited number of Iraqi re- 
fugees. The U.S. airlift began on 
Sunday and Grubbs said more 
than 2. COO Iraqis had been flown 
to Raffia so far. 

Iran has taken in more than 
2,000 refugees who have Iranian 
links but said it would not take 
more Shiite Iran is sympathetic 
to Iraq's Shiite population and 
backed their failed uprising 
against the government in March, 
alter the Gulf war. 

Grubbs said U.S. troops had 
told the refugees any one who 
wants to go to the Saudi camp 
would be flown there. 

“We told them to make up 
their minds. If they want to go. 


the possibilities of future conflict. 
The plight of the Kurds may have 
mr.de it unavoidable, but the 
moral of the story is that it is 
easier to fight wars than to deal 
with their aftermath. 

Sanctions remain in force for 
the purpose of enforcing the ceas- 
efire terms, which include tbe 
destruction of Iraqi chemical and 
nudear weapons facilities. While 
the Western allies ding to the 
hope of Saddam’s overthrow, 
pressure mounts in the U.N. for 
a relaxation of food and energy 
sanctions in time to avert the 
further human catastrophe pre- 
dicted by the U.N. mission. 

Western policy makes little 
coherent sense — sanctions 
administered with one hand, re- 
lief distributed with the other, the 
progressive occupation of north- 
ern Iraq and the rapid American 
evacuation of occupied southern 
Iraq. Only the receding hope of 
Saddam's imminent demise unites 
the contradiction of goals. 

Yet for as long as Saddam 
survives in power, the post-war 
convulsions of Iraq condemn the 
Western allies either to occupy 
substantial swathes of his terri- 
tory or to promote accommoda- 
tions between him and his 
aggrieved minorities. 

The internal agencies of Iraq, 
meanwhile, spill over into the 
neighbouring states and further 
threaten the stability of tbe whole 
region. The peace has turned into 
a nightmare, the continuation of 
the war by other means — The 
Independent 

we will take them and we told 
them once wc leave we wilt not be 
able to provide them with food 
and protection Grubbs said. 

Many refugees said their 
greatest fear if they stayed was 
what loyalist Iraqis might do once 
the Americans left. 

Iraq criticises 
Syria, Iran 

Iraq Tuesday criticised a visit 
to Syria by Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and 
said the two countries were trying 
10 harm the Iraqi people. 

Rafsanjani’s thrcc-day visit to 
Syria, which ended on Monday, 
opened "another chapter in the 
two countries' efforts to harm the 
Iraqi people," the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriyah said 
in an editorial. 

The visit “conies amid a o 


Compassion is not enough 

To the Editor 

Tbe British foreign secretary, Mr. Douglas Hurd, is due in 
Amman on Thursday. We remember him well as a man of great 
words foil of compassion: “Anyone with a sense of humanity must ♦ 
sympathise with the Palestinians... Their lands are occupied, they J 
have no political rights, and they are daily victims of a misguided 
policy which believes that the security of Israel must rest on closed 
universities, illegitimate settlements, and even collective punish- 
ment..." 

Weil put. Yet, a sense of humanity and sympathy alone is not 
enough to change things. Compassion is good for those who feel 
it, but the recipient of this compassion remains in misery if no 
action is taken. We believe that those who are responsible for the 
misery should do more than compassionate talk for a solution. 

They should not just leave it to others like Mr. Bush, Mr. Baker, 
and the coffin-maker. 

Elinor Kaiser-Mohammad 
P.O. Box 540383 
Abu Nosetr — Amman y 


moaial atmosphere of delight at 
what happened to Iraq, and 
gloating over the Iraqi people’s 
suffering as a result of a barbaric 
aggression in which more than 30 
allied states participated." the 
Iraqi news agency (IN A) quoted 
the paper as saying. 

Rafsanjani, malting his firs t 
foreign trip since be became pres- 
ident in 1989, flew to Turkey on 
Monday to discuss the plight of 
hundreds of thousands of refugee 
families stranded along their bor- ■ 
ders with Iraq. 

“The Iranian ride, like the Sy- 
rian regime, did not hesitate to 
stab Iraq and aid the saboteur 
gangs which despoiled the Iraqis’ 
blood and honour.'' 

Britain urges 
faster action 

Britain meanwhile wants faster 
action from the United Nations 
and its members to help Kurdish 
refugees in the mountains of 
north era Iraq, a senior govern- 
ment official said Tuesday. 

“Our view is it is urgent to get 
everybody down from the moun- 
tains," the senior official said. 
“There is a great risk of a lot 
more people dying from disease. 
We are wefl aware of that and we 
are pushing everybody to move 
very quickly." 

Britain considered the United 
Nations had been slow to offer 
military protection to the Kurds 


police force to do the job, the 
official said. 

“We all wanted the United 
Nations involved in this. We all 
wanted them (allied troops) to go 
in wearing U.N. berets. If we had 
waited for that we still wouldn't 
have had any troops in there. 1 
would hate to think what that 
would have meant." 

Tbe official denied chat Britain 
had a secret agenda to create a 
separate Knrdtsh state in north- 
ern Iraq or that it was stretching 
the bounds of diplomacy over tbe 
issue. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher en- 
dorsed the British plan to install a A 
U.N. police force in Iraq. 

Genscher met with Prime 
Minister John Major and Foreign 
Secretary Douglas Hurd to dis- 
cuss a broad range of subjects, 
including foreign and security 
policy in post-cold war Europe 
and the situation in the Middle 
East, British government spokes- 
man said. 

In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Tur- 
kish President Turgut Ozal was 
quoted Monday as saying his 
country will not reopen the 
Trans-Turkey oil pipeline for Iraq 
until the United Nations gives its 
approval. 

"The pipeline remains dosed 
... because of the (U.N.) sanc- 
tions committee decisions,” said 
Ozal in an interview published ic.,4. 
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Music business flourishing in old part of Baghdad 








**.*■ "at .• 




nI i 

% . v. 



Li v *,. 




m &&& 




m 

m 

TV- ■: 

Sl'- : M i 

'* \ . 

*fi i 

\ 

*• * jfl 

■ yL 'l . 


- . £*•'. 

* i £<%f] 


'f 


Fadhl Hamid Shihab plays his “zima** outside 
the coff&shop. 


By Debbie Lovatt 
from Baghdad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

BUSINESS is flourishing for 
Mr. Rashid A1 Hamza Al 
Qaysi. He is the owner and 
manager of a music shop in 
Al Fadhl area of old Bagh- 
dad. 

Trumpets of various shapes 
and sizes are strung outside 
the shop announcing to 
passers-by that this is the 
place to hire musicians. 

Mr. Al Qaysi has more 
than a hundred players work- 
ing for him. They work in 
groups of four; one plays the 
trumpet — he is the leader — 
one plays the tambourine, 
one plays a drum and another 
a kind of comet. 

Music-makers are required 
on three occasions The most 
well-known is marriages, but 
they also play at the funerals 
of martyrs if the family 
wishes and at the home- 
coming celebrations of pris- 
oners of war. 

In the case t of weddings , 
and in the words of Mr. 
Qaysi, “ members of the 
groom's family come to the 
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shop. 1 advise them on how 
many players they will need 
depending on the size of the 
wedding. Then they argue 
about the price and length of 
time they want music for " 

For marriages there is a set 
price, but “if we go to the 
family of an Iraqi soldier who 
was martyred or who was a 
prisoner of war . there is no 
set price. If they give some 
money it’s fine , if they don’t 
it’s no problem," explained 
the 50-year-old shop-owner. 

The groups play traditional 
Arabic folk music, happy or 
sad depending on the occa- 
sion. Music for martyrs 
funerals may be happy as the 
family celebrates the soul of 
the departed ascending im- 
mediately to heaven even 
though they themselves are 
saddened by the loss of a 
loved one. 

Mr. Qaysy said: “We have 
been busy during the 'war. 
We went to play for about ten 
families of martyrs. One was 
a relative of mine.’' 

Sipping hot sweet black tea 
in his small crowded shop. 
Mr. Qaysi looked forward to 
the summer: “ Summer is the 


best time for business be- 
cause more people get mar- 
ried then and it is more fun 
for everyone as it is the time 
of school holidays too." 

An old man with a wrinkly 
face and laughing eyes who 
bad been drinking tea and 
playing dominoes in the cafe 
across the street came to the 
music shop to give a demon- 
stration. 

“I am 63 and have been a 
musician since I was 16. My 
father did the same thing 
and when I was young / used 
to go with him to parties 
and that’s bow I learned to 
play. ” be said before putting 
his pipe to his mouth and 
serenading all present. 

This man. Fadhl Hamid 
Shihab. lives with bis wife, 
four daughters and their bus- 
bands and children in the 
same house. They number 
fourteen in all. The money he 
gets Grom his work is enough 
to support them. 

Mr. Shihab plays a kind of 
pipe known as a “ zima ” in 
colloquial Iraqi and as a 
snake-charmer’s pipe in Hol- 
lywood English. “This zima 
is 80 years old. A friend of 
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A group of musicians playing out- side Mr. Rashid Al Hamza 
Qaysi’s music shop (Phcrto by Debbie Imatt) 


mine gave it to me ten years 
ago. It's better than mine so I 
play it all the time. " said the 
turban-wearing galabaya-dad 
old piper, showing off the 
battered wooden instrument. 

The shop owner has ten 
children. Muhammad, the 
middle one is ten and the 
oldest, Karim, is seventeen. 
Both boys play the trumpet. 

“I watched the others play 


and then I practised on my 
own, that's how I learned to 
play the trumpet," said 
Muhammad. There are no 
schools of music. 

Mr. Qaysi, whose father 
was a merchant, taught him- 
self to play the instruments 
from watching friends and 
practising. 

“When I was ten I worked 
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.By Clare Fedrick 

VATICAN CITY — When 
Polish leader Lech Walesa 
visited the Vatican at the 
height of the Gulf conflict, 
his old friend and compatriot 
Pope John Paul II confided 
that be had been suffering 
from insomnia since righting 
started. Vatican aides have 
told how, in the early hours 
of Jan. 17. the Pontiff was 
wakened by one of his cardin- 
als with the news that the war 
bad begun. The Pope stayed 
up until dawn, following the 
news and praying, they said . 

In the weeks that have 
followed, - the Pope-has had 
many more sleepless nights, 
it seems. According to offi- 
cials at the Holy See , the 
Pontiff was deeply tormented 
by a war he feared could only 
serve to increase tensions in 
the Middle East, and possibly 
cause lasting it arm to the 
delicate relationship between 
Christianity and Islam. 

The latter prospect, in par- 
ticular, was an appalling one 
to a Pope who has done more 
to foster bridge-building be- 
tween the two religions than 
any previous incumbent of 
the pontifical throne. In the 
long weeks of the war itself, 
and in the others that have 
followed, the Vatican has 
stepped up efforts to head off 
such a crisis. Now, more than 
ever, the Holy See has taken 
pains to underline that the 
Gulf war was never a conflict 
between Christians and Mus- 
lims and that a solution to the 
problems of the Middle east 
can only be reached if people 
pot aside their religious dif- 
ferences and work together. 

Throughout the conflict it- 
self, there was a to-ing and 
fro-ing of messages and visi- 
tors between the Vatican and 
the international Muslim 
community. The Holy See’s 
diplomatic corps has long 
been recognised as one of the 
most effective in the world 
with its wide network of rep- 
resentatives, and its stamp of 
neutrality. When other 
embassies are forced to close, 
the Vatican's often stay open 
— during the Gulf war, the 
only Western diplomat to re- 
main in Iraq ■ was the papal 
nuncio , Polish-born Marian 
Oles who was able to send 
back detailed reports to the 
Pope. 

" ei We were in touch with 
Muslim leaders all through 
this, trying to stop the con- 
flict, ” said Father Thomas 
Michel, the American-born 
Jesuit priest who is the secret- 
ary for the Vatican's Com- 
mission for Relations with 
Muslims, “for us, Muslims 
are fellow believers in God, 
who may happen to be Egyp' 
ifan ; Palestinian or Iraqi, he 
added. te MusHin leaders are 
our friends and we wanted 
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bridge gap with Islam 


the same things. Delegates 
would come here, and we 
would go there, and we ex- 
changed letters. I myself was 
in Jordan just before Christ- 
mas for a Christian-Mustim 
meeting. ” 

' As the conflict raged. Pope 
John Paul urged Roman 
Catholics everywhere to don- 
ate money to the victims of 
the war and be himself set the 
wheels in motion for a prog- 
ramme to help refugees with 
food and medicine. The relief 
work will be carried out in 
cooperation with Muslim 
officials, says the Vatican. 
Then, soon after the ceasefire ' 
was announced, the Pontiff 
summoned the Catholic lead- 
ers of all countries involved 
in the war to discuss bow 
religious officials could help 
heal the wounds opened by 
the conflict. 

The three-day meeting 
brought together Western 
and Arab Christians — 
bishops from the United 
States, France, Britain, Bel- 
gium and Italy, and also the 
archbishops of Algeria, Iraq 
and Jerusalem, the spiritual 
leader of the Copts in Egypt 
and the patriarchs of Ant i- 
ochia, representing the Mel- 
chite and Maronite Christ- 
ians. From the Muslim lead- 
ership there was a message of 
support and encouragement 
in the form of a long letter 
from Hamid Alga bid, secret- 
ary of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, the 45- 
member association generally 
recognised as being the most 
influential Islamic organisa- 
tion in the world. 

Addressing the group. 
Pope John Paul spoke of the 
need to “ overcome rancors 
and cultural divisions, espe- 
cially those created by diffe- 
rent religious groups .” He 
also discussed the war , the 
Palestinian problem and the 
situation in Lebanon. If these 
problems were not resolved , 
said the Pontiff, more con- 
flicts would flare in the Mid- 
dle East. Monsignor Jean- 
Xoois Taoran, the Vatican's 
foreign minister , said the 
Gulf conflict risked deepen- 
ing the divisions between 
what he described as “two 
worlds that are different cul- 
turally, and two universes 
that are different from a reli- 
gious point of view." 

Father Thomas Michel , 
who was also present at the 
meetings, says b* ® confident 
that the mini-synod and other 
initiatives involving both’ 
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Christian and Islamic leaders, 
will prevent any lasting 
wounds from being opened 
between the two communi- 
ties. “Fm far more optimistic 
than I was a month ago, ” he 
said. “ Certainly , damage has 
been done. A lot of Muslims 
have felt for a long time that 
the West is out to destroy 
Islam and the presence of 
* Western arms in some of the 
most holy areas of Islam, plus 
the war itself has confirmed 
rljis view in many Muslims' 
eyes. On the other hand, it 
has become clear with hind- 
sight that the religious factor 
has played only a very small 
role in the war. From the 
beginning, Christian and 
Muslim leaders have been 
saying that it was not a reti- 
.gious war... I think a lot of 
the alarmism, that it would 
be impossible for Christians 
and Muslims to talk to each 
other again has been proved 
wrong. There is no evidence 
at all for this. ” 

This American priest, who 
speaks fluent Arabic and is a 
graduate of Islamic studies, 
Hved in Indonesia, Egypt, 
Turkey and Lebanon before 
faking up his post at the 
Vatican . Even as a young 
man, he says , he remained 
convinced that a bringing 





fogetlier of the two faiths 
would be essential to world 
peace. “I decided it wouldn't 
be a bad idea to dedicate my 
own life to helping Christians 
and Muslims understand each 
other better , ” he said. 

Father Thomas has been 
helped in his goal by the 
determination of the Pope 
himself, he says. The Pontiff 
has made a point of visiting 
Muslim communities on his 
foreign travels, and he has 
been well received in Moroc- 
co, Pakistan, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Turkey and in 
many African nations as well 
as by Muslim immigrants in 
France, Germany and Bel- 
gium. “The Pope has met 
Muslims groups more than 25 
times in 12 years,” said 
Father Thomas. "That is 


more than all the popes in 
history put together , from the 
year zero up to 1980 . " 

On the Palestinian issue, 
the Pope has often made his 
position clear, demanding an 
international peace confer- 
ence to settle the issue. His 
sympathy for the Palestinian 
cause has done littie to en- 
dear him to the international 
Jewish community, which has 
never forgiven the Vatican 
for failing to grant official 
recognition to Israel. In the 
early stages of the war, when 
Iraq aimed his first Scud mis- 
siles at the Jewish state, 
Rome’s 30, 000-strong Jewish 
community held demonstra- 
tions to protest the fact that 
the Pope had not mentioned 
Israel by name in his call for 
peace the following morning. 
The next time a missile land- 
ed, the Pontiff corrected the 
omission, but be also made a 
point of praying for the Iraqi 
victims of die war. 

Father Thomas Michel de- 
scribes the Pontiff’s role in 
the war as strictly neutral, a 
fact, be says, which was much 
appreciated by Muslim lead- 
ers and which is emblematic 
of a significant change in 
Roman Catholic thinking. 
“Before the second Vatican 
Council, in 1965. Catholic 
Church was quite judgmen- 
tal. not only towards Mus- 
lims, but towards anyone 
who was not part of the 
Roman Catholic Church — 
Protestants, Jew's and Mus- 
lims included ." said Father 
Thomas. “They were consi- 
dered heretics or pagans or 
something that was not 
worthy of respect and 
esteem.” The present Pope 
has taken up the official 
change in policy, and done 
his best to turn it into a 
reality, he adds. The chal- 
lenge has been well received 
by the Muslim community, 
which has proved equally en- 
thusiastic about the new dia- 
logue. “We don’t want to 
give the impression that it’s 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

Self conquest is the greatest of victories 

— Plato, Greek philosopher (about 427 B.C.-347 B.C.). 

We think according to nature. We speak according to rules. 
We act according to custom 

— Francis Bacon, English writer ( 1561-1626 1. 

Bad laws are the worst sort of tyranny 

— Edmund Burke , Irish-born statesman (1729-1797). 


bourine. I was twenty when I 
opened this shop which • 
been here for thirty years, . 
said the owner. 

Mr. Qaysi also sells and ■ 
repairs instruments. He ■ 
hopes that his son, Muham- 
mad. will take his place in the. 
shop and continue the busi- 
ness he established when be 
decides to stop working 


Vatican steps up efforts to 

B B of the initiatives have come 


in a group playing the tarn- decides to stop w 


y List been the Christians, ” 
said Father Thomas. “A lot 
of the initiatives have come 
from Muslim leaders.” 

For Father Thomas, one 
major stumbling block to an 
improved relationship be- 
tween the two communities 
remains the Christian fear 
and obsession with the threat 
of -so-called Muslim fun- 
damentalism. “ People ■ talk 
about Islamic fundamental- 
ism. but I don’t think they 
.know what it is,” he said. “I 
think it’s become a journalis- 
tic cliche to describe anything 
about Islam which bothers 
the West. I think it is really 
one of the great problems of 
our time, this tremendous 
slander of Islam. It’s blatant- 
ly ignorant.” 

Another issue that needs to 
be tackled is the treatment of 
Christians in the Muslim 
World, and especially in 
some parts of the Middle 
East. During the three-day 
meeting at the Vatican to 
discuss the implications of the 
Gulf war , Iraqi Archbishop 
Bidawid voiced fears that 
anti-Western feeling could 
lead to persecution for the 
700,000 Christians living in 
the country. “There is a risk 
that we will be forced to 
suffer new oppression, if not 
from the government itself, 
at least from Islamic public 
opinion he said. 

Recently, the Pope has 
spoken more insistently of his 
wish to visit the Middle East's 
most troubled spot and prob- 
ably the point of greatest 
Christian-Muslim tension — 
Lebanon — though for the 
moment, there are no defi- 
nite plans. He has also reiter- 
ated his hope that one day 
soon he may be able to go to 
Jerusalem, though he has 
made it clear that before be 
visits be wants it to be given 
an independent status and 
declared a city sacred to the 
three great faiths of Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism. 

Meanwhile . in the small 
Umbrian town of Assisi, 
leaders and followers of all 
three of those religions have 
been making their own 
efforts to narrow the divides 
between the communities. 
During a day of peace, nearly 
400 Muslims, Jews and 
Christians staged a 5- 
kilometre walk to St. Francis 
Basilica where they prayed 
and sang together in Arabic , 
Hebrew and Italian. Assisi's 
Bishop Sergio Goretti, who 
organised die gathering, re- 
minded the audience that be- 
lievers of all three groups 
were descendants of Abra- 
ham. “ God is the father of 
everyone," he told them. 
“He can’t take sides. Every 
time we try and use Him 
against someone else, we're 
committing the gravest of sins 
against Him ” — World 
News Link. 




Unholy Babylon: The secret History of 
Saddam’s War 

By Adel Darwish and Gregory Alexander 
Gollancz, London 1991, £9.99 

For a book to he worthwhile, it should include new or 
better information, or fresh interpretations of existing 
information ; and it should be accurate. It helps, moreover, 
if it’; is well written. Unholy Babylon manifestly and 
dismally fails on all these counts . 

The book is intended to provide the background to the 
crisis sparked by Iraq's August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. It 
has three main parts: a brief history of Iraq and its victim; a 
review of Iraq’s military procurement and industrialisation 
efforts; and a section covering the nature of Saddam’s 
regime and the events leading up to the invasion. 

The key themes are well worn: That the West hypocritic- 
al v greedy and short-sighted in backing Saddam during his 
eight-year war with Iran; that this support, combined with 
Washington's failure to warn him against invading Kuwait, 
encouraged Saddam to imagine that he could swallow bis 
southern neighbour with impunity : and that the West and 
its Middle Eastern allies should have anticipated the attack. 

' In a book purporting to offer a “secret history” of the 
confrontation and “startling revelations.” however, the 
lack of any secrets, or even any startling new analysis, is a 
profound disappointment In large measure, this is a 
cuttings job. In itself, there is nothing wrong with that. But 
this is not even a competent cutting job. Time and again, 
the authors rely on flawed information. 

They'.dte. for example , the September 1989 front page 
story in the Independent claiming that the solid fuel plant 
for Iraq's Condor 2 ballistic missile had been destroyed in a 
huge explosion. There was indeed an explosion; but it was 
not at a fuel plant. It was at the Qaqa Establishment, a 
munitions plant at Latifiya. 

It is far from being the only major blunder. “During the 
first half of 1988, ” we are told. “ the Egyptians supplied the 
Iraqis with approximately 16 prototype Condor 2s for test 
launches against Iranian targets. These were reported to 
have reached ranges of between 675 and 1 ,000 km, carrying 
payloads of 500 kg. ” Those knowledgeable on the Condor 
2 project are aware of only one prototype, which was built 
in Iraq , lacks a reliable guidance system, and has certainly 
never been fired. 

Where accurate cuttings have been used , the authors 
certainly draw heavily from them. Consider the following 
from a June 1989 article (by the present reviewer) on an 
Iraqi missile project. “In 1896 an Ifat representative 
approached a Vienna engineering consultancy, Consukco 
with a proposal for a project in Iraq known as Dot 
W orking closely on the project with Ifat was another 
Austrian consultancy. Feneberg of Graz ...” 

With neither shame nor attribution. Darwish and Alex- 
ander tell us that: “In 1986 an Ifat Corporation representa- 
tive approached the Vienna-based company Consuhco 
about a project in Iraq axle-named DOT. Another firm Q f 
consultants alrday cooperating with Ifat Corporation was 
the Austrian firm Feneberg, based in Graz ...” 

It is by no means the only such case. In the pj* 
publication issue of the book sent to reviewers, four pages 
of a potted chronology of Iraq are lifted, verbatim and 
without attribution , from the far more worthy Republic of 
Fear by Samir Al-Khalil. published in 1989. 

As if all this were not enough, the book is also notably 
short on style. In the chapter on the Iraqi “ supergun ^ 
are told that the gun’s designer. Dr. Gerry Bull, fa jjw 
registered his Space Research Corporation fa Delaw are 
“financing it with capital raised from commercial cqjj. 
facts.” Anyone with a mortgage . let alone a “supergim* 
company, will remember having done much the same 
Earlier, in a section dealing with Baghdad’s noefa^. 
weapons programme, the authors confide: The engfa^^ 
ing of nuclear warheads is not a simple process. ” 
Quite so. And neither is the preparation of a book w Qnh 

reading — Middle East International . 

fy Alan Gen*^ 
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The rights of sheep 


By Malta Add Iasi 

Spring is finally here, people are in better spirits and less 
pouchy than they were in winter. Flowers are blooming. 

ST* multiplying , and the grass is finally green. 

"JS f 5 / 301 "" not better, except for one thing. People just 

caiuiot stop complaining about one thing or another. Would 

y?*? Ve j£ e - v are now complaining about sheep crossing 
s^eef. Those poor , helpless , cute , woolly , peace-loving, 
soon-to-be-slaughtered creatures can no longer cross a con- 
gesfeci, rut -filled, highway during rush-hour without some- 
body complaining about it. My question is what do people 
have against those poor beings? Is it not enough that their 
lives are short? Is it not enough, I say, that people milk them 
(literally) of their energy, and shepherds prod them with their , . 
na ^y. ewes whenever they attempt to lie down in the 
middle of that very congested road , and dip them in 
disinfectant , and brand them with those awful looking red. or 
blue dyes? 

Life is too short for a sheep so why , I ask, do people 
complain when sheep relieve themselves on the side-walks 
wherever and whenever they please? Why do people complain 
when they take a forty-five minute walk up some S64 
difScult-to-climb steps to a certain relic in Petra only to hind 
that some sheep have found their way there first and'have left 
behind a few-too-many odour emitting pieces of — ? Why do 
these people then grumble, rush and find themselves at 
ground-level in seconds instead of taking yet another 45 
minutes to get down. 

Why, I ask? 

Don't sheep have feelings too? Can't sheep live those few 
months in their lives without people suggesting that special 
side-walks be made for them so that fewer road accidents 
happen? Can't these sheep, poor souls, roam where they 
please instead of having allocated areas restricting where they 
graze? Why don ’t peopel just let sheep be, and let them pass 
between houses eat the garbage and fertilise, and “weed" 
back yards? 

So ladies and gentlemen in reader land, I am presenting this 
sheep case to you so you can judge fairly. Please don't be too 
hard on them. Some people can be extremely mean and pick 
on these defenceless, do-what-you-please-with-me animals. 
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Would you believe, these people do not even leave sheep J 
alone even after they have been slaughtered. Because that is [ 
when they start complaining about meat prices! Indeed J am J 
utterly outraged with this attitude. i 
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T&snrsday, May 2 

Sz30 Day By 'Day 
The Age Of Dinosaurs 

Ross is teaching the chil- 
dren about dinosaurs and be- 
lieves himself to be a good 
children's teacher, but his pa- 
rents think otherwise. 

9:10 Black Forest Clinic 

Prof. Bregmann goes on 
vacation with nurse Crystal ' 
and Dr. Elena , Bregmann ’s ex- 
girtfriend has a car accident 
and dies before he arrives. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Parrish 

Young man Parrish rejects 
his stepfather's business deal- 
ings, and sets out to make it 
on his own, honestly. 

Friday, May 3 

5:30 Night Court 
9:10 Shakespeare 
10:00 News in English 
10:29 Bergerac 
Ice Maiden 

A famous diamond thief 
arrive on the island with the 


Dear Sir, 


obvious aim of stealing the 
diamond auction. Bergerac 
warns her not to try anything 
foolish . but she does it 
anyway. 

Saturday, May 4 

8:30 Good Morning Miss Bliss 

Miss Bliss asks an old re- 
tired teacher friend to do 
some teaching at school, and 
although she doesn't like his 
method of teaching the stu- 
dents approve of him. 

9:00 Encounter 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Feature Film 

Sunday, May 5 

8:30 Mother And Son 
The Aunt 

When Arthur is gettig 
ready to receive his aunt, his 
mother is getting ready to 
receive a royalty. 

9:10 All Our Children 

Making Music 

This time the documentary 
discusses how children de- 
velop their musical talents in 
different world cultures. 


10:00 News in English 

10:20 Paradise 

Honour Bound 

Ethan s struggle to help the 
poor farmers from the bad 
rich farmers continues. 

Monday, May 6 

8:30 Empty Nest 

The doctor is having prob- 
lems with his nurse. So she 
quits her job and teaches him 
a lesson in positive coopera- 
tion. 

9:10 Inside Story 

Paula is beginning to real- 
ise that John is not abiding 
by his profession's ethics. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Derrick 

It would seem that Munich 
still suffers from gangsters 
making a tiring from imposi- 
tion of their protection on 
businesses. Derrick wants to 
stop this. 

Tuesday, May 7 

8:30 Perfect Strangers 

The Sunshine Bays 
Larry meets an idol friend 


tw 


of his and decides to become 
pan of his coterie, but he is in 
for a surprise. 

9:10 Costeau 

Heron Of The Single Right 

This rime Costeau takes us 
to New Zealand islands and 
the usual scientific study con- 
tinues. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Columbo 

Nfe dutssday. May 8 

8:30 After Henry 
Upstagers 

Sarah joins an amateur 
drama group and so does 
everyone in the family. 

9:10 Our House 

A Point Of View 

A female wants to become 
a member in a club exclusive 
for men. Guss refuses, but 
she doesn't give up. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Behaving Badly 

Seize The Day 

Freda cannot live with Bri- 
gitte and the black priest 
turns her down. 


LETTERS 


Man without a country 


By Em Yaghi 


In the distant desert horizon, thick fumes of black smoke 
mounted up into the invisible sky . forming a dense cloud that 
hung over the tiny country of Kuwait shutting out the morning 
sun. Ahmad the principal sat in front of his house . face sunk in 
his hands staring with frustration at the massive dark clouds 
beyond him. Beads of swear formed on his forehead and 
began to drip down his face and gather in a pool at the nape of 
his neck. His gray hair stood in matted tufts and his gray eyes 
tried to contemplate an uncertain future. 

“I have lived in Kuwait all my life," he said to himself. *7 
have given the best years of my existence teaching Kuwaiti 
boys and girls. I have no country of my own to seek refuge in 
and now I am being persecuted simply because I happened to 
be bom Palestinian. This is the legacy I am handing down to 
rny children. 1 We are a people without a country . ” 

His young son cautiously opened the door of their house, 
tiptoed out and flung his arm over his father's shoulder. 
“Daddy, when can we go back to school? Are you going to be 
principal again or will we have to leave and go somewhere 
else?" 

“I'm afraid Nabeel that we have nowhere else to go and 
who fcnous if ril even be able to teach here in Kuwait, much 
less get my old job back as principal, " he said as he hugged his 
son. " Time will tell my boy. We ve suffered through the Iraqi 
occupation. As you know, we didn’t run away as so many of 
our Friends did. We faced the horrible Gulf war because again. 
we had no place to go and there was no choice , " he continued 
as he pulled the child onto his lap and buried his head in 
Na heel's curls. 

“Daddy, did the war really stop at last? The boy asked. 

“ Will we have peace now? At night I wake up and hear people 
screaming! Why? What’s wrong?" 

f “Ah. my son. those are Palestinians like us that Kuwaitis 
round up like herds of animals for questioning. God knows 
what they do to them . but I've heard many terrible stories. " 
He then pushed his son off his lap saying, “you’d better go 
inside now. Tell your mother I'm going to see a Biend of mine ■ 
and that I'll be back later." 

Nabeel ran inside and Ahmad rose, tucked his shirt in his 
pants and set off for his friend’s house. On his way, rough sand 
sifted between bis toes. The air smelled like burning rubber. 
By now. the beads of sweat on bis forehead had turned into 
rivulets. He took out his handkerchief and mopped away at his 
j neck and forehead but after a few seconds, new beads 
i reappeared. Normally, he would have driven his car to his 
I friend's house, but today he had no petrol and no hope of 
getting any soon because he was bom a Palestinian and not 
Kuwaiti. 

“But 1 had nothing to do with the Iraqi invasion," he told 
himself. “ I did not collaborate with the Iraqis or with anybody 
and the Gulf war wasn't my fault fault. My family and / are 
innocent. Nabeel is only a child. Is he considered guilty too? 
My five daughters are still students. What is their guilt? My 
wife has suffered more than all of us because she is responsible 
for the care of each. She spends ninty per cent of her day in 
the hitchen and has no time for thoughts of treason. Why are 
we all being punished? All my friends and people I know are 
innocent too. Yet , Palestinians suffer banishment wherever 
they go. A people without a country. Oh that America was as 


ferocious in getting our country back for us as ** 

‘ liberating ’ Kuwaiti! There is no justice tor my people. 

Ahmad plowed ahead , his head bent deep m thought. He 
didn't see the car heading straight for him. Confusion and 
defeat gripped bis mind while his body moved automatically , 
like a robot. Perhaps the Kuwaiti driver meant no harm. 
Perhaps he was someone seeking vengeance. The American 
made car barreled down the street as fast as a jet and struck 
Ahmad, throwing him several metres away Bom the impact: 
The last thing he remembered was sinking into onconsiousness 
in a pool of blood. . 

Much later, with an assortment of tubes attached to his 
body and an array of bandages and plaster wrapped around 
incisions and breaks, Ahmad'awoke propped up on a hospital 
bed. He squinted, trying to focus and understand where be 
was and what had happened to him. Standing near him was a 
woman dressed in white so he whispered with great effort ; 
'‘Where am I? What happened?" 

The nurse answered, “you are lucky to be alive. You were j 
found unconscious in the street, sir. A car hit you and then 
drove away. No one knows who the driver was. Witnesses 
were unable to identify him. Don't try to talk too much. You 
need to rest . We’ve contacted your wife. She should be here 
soon, " and she went on to fluff his pillow and straighten his 
sheets before attending to the next patient. 

Still dazed. Ahmad sunk back into anesthesia. He awoke 
aga in when bis tearful wife rushed into his room', frantic with 
worry. “Thank God you're alive! ” She said as her eyes swept 
over her husband's tubes and bandages. “ Youjfbe alright , 
God willing. I've seen the doctor. You've got some broken 
bones and because you had internal bleeding you had some 
surgery. But within a week or so, you should be feeling 
better. ” 

“ Why are we being punished? How will we pay the hospital 
bill? It would have been better if I died. There is nothing left 
to live for,” he rasped. 

Enraged at his condition , at their situation, his wife 
screamed, “ You have everything to live for! Did you forget 
our only son Nabeel? And your daughters, who will take care 
of them? Shall we live at the mercy of our relatives? If they 
might give us money once , they won’t give us money twice. 
We can't live or depend on the charity of others. We need you 
to get well, to live, to come home!" 

He ignored her outburst. “What about my friend Ah? Did 
you tell him what happened to me? Tell him to come and see 
me. ” 

He saw the expression on his wife *s face change from rage to 
sorrow. She said in a low voice , “All’s dead. His wife doesn't 
even know where he's buried. He was tortured to death and 
his inquisitors threw him in some unmarked grave. At least 
you're still alive.” 

Ahmad could not control himself any longer. He broke 
down and cried and his salty tears fell in blotches on his 
bloodstained bandages. His body shook with pain, hurt and 
disgust. His wife called the nurse who ran to get him a 
tranquilliser to drug out his misery for the time being. But what 
about Ahmad's tomorrow? How long will be have to pay the 
price for being bom a Palestinian? He is a man without a 
country. 


The Australian Friendship Centre would welcome in- 
terest from your readers. 

We are a penfriend. import -export, travel, business, 
migration centre and we would like to hear from all 
Jordanians who are interested. 

Would you please publish our address in your newspap- 
er, so that Jordanians can contact us? 

We have members in 49 countries and we would like the 
Middle East to be better represented. 

Thanking you. I remain. 


many hobbies. J collect stamps, banknotes, view-cards and 
stationery. I like travelling, listening music, foreign lan- 
guages. foreign countries with their different races and 
cultures. 

/ hope that you can help me. 

With best regards. 


By Tsukasa Maekawa 
Reuter 

KOISHIWARA. Japan — 
Japan ’s economic miracle is a 
result of remarkable tech- 
nological innovation, but 
Shigeki Ota has achieved suc- 
cess by practising the craft of 
bis ancestors. 

Ota, 47, abandoned a 
lucrative career in law in 
Tokyo in 1967 to return to 
Koisbiwara, a remote moun- 
tain village of 1,400 people in 
the southern island of 
Kyushu. He took over from 
his father and continued the 
village’s tradition of hand 
pottery. 

While many of Japan’s tra- 
ditional handicrafts have fal- 
len victim to cheaper goods 
produced by machine, 
Koishiwara pottery has re- 
mained prized and popular, 
with richer consumers snap- 
ping up its simple and elegant 
designs. 

Despite the fact it takes 10 
years to become a potter, 
growing demand for the ware 
has increased family kilns in 
Koishiwara from 10 to 50 in 
the past two decades. 

“It is our responsibility to 


Japan potter makes 
success by preserving 
centuries-old craft 


pass on to future generations 
what’s been practised for cen- 
turies,” said Ota. *7 thought 
it would be a big cultural loss 
if J brought a 300-year-old 
tradition to an end." 

Koisbiwara seems to be in 
another century from the pin- 
ball machines, 24-hour shops 
and expressways which 
dominate the landscape of 
urban Japan. 

Along its streets are 
family-owned shops adjacent 
to their centuries-old houses 
and loins with hundred of 
pots, vases and cubs being 
dried outside on a sunny day. 

Except for a few farmers, 
everyone in the village de- 
pends on the ceramics indus- 
try, which began in the 17th 
century as a result of abun- 
dant local supplies of tine 
clay, wood and water. 


Koisbiwara ware is distinc- 
tive for its simple shape and decora- 
tion. It is considered cheaper 
and less ornamental than 
many of the 2,000 styles of 
pottery in modem Japan. 

Most pieces cost a few 
thousand yen (teas of dollars) 
but larger, specially-made 
plates and pots sell for 
100,000 yen (5710). 

Each family has its own 
unique glaze based on va- 
rious mineral colorants, 
wood ash and rice straw. 

The potters use techniques 
and tools which originated in 
the 17th century after cbm 
lords brought back scores of 
potters with advanced techni- 
ques from Korea after the 
Japanese invasions of 1592 
and 1597. 

The simplicity of Koishi- 
wara pottery has an almost 


'amateur appearance but Ota 
behoves it more important to 
seB pottery which w31 be ■ 
used rather than looked at. 

“ For me, a good piece is 
tight and easy to boid, soft to 
the Bps, good to look at with 
•food on mid easy to store. If a 
plate is too assertive , it spoils 
the food on if,” be said. 

A trained potter in Koishi- 
wara makes up to 300 asps a 
day. Ota produces 40,000 
pieces a year, using wood and 
' gas-tired kilns. 

He sells his work to large 
restaurants and art shops and' 
made sevral items for Japan’s 
emperor and empress when 
they visited Kyushu last year. 

“Besides basic skills, to he 
a good potter requires a good 
sense which cannot be 
learned through practice,” 
&ta said. 

While using traditional 
techniques, he also works at 
Ending new farms of express- 
ion. 

“What I create during my 
time will be part of the 
. Koishiwara tradition if it is 
good and passed on for future 
generations by my succes- 
sors. I would be happy if J 
could create part of that 
tradition. ” 


Yours sincerely. 


Dear Sirs. 



Dermot Cornell C.D. 
Commissioner for Declarations 
P.O. Box 376, Wembley 6014 
Western Australia. 


Sincere greetings from Germany! 

Since a very long time I have been looking for a good 
pen-friend in your nice country. I think you know how 
difficult it is to get here in central Europe an address from 
your country And so I will use the chance to ask you if you 
can do me a favour. Please be so kind and pnnt my address 
in your newspaper. 

I am male. 27 years of age. I work in a big pharmaceutic- 
al factory as manager for ImS Export. I am single. I have 
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Egyptian film-maker steers a daring course 

— ... . . .... 






By Katia Sabet 

CAIRO — A screaming 
crowd is s forming the govern- 
ment store. Rocks start 
dying, smashing windows. 
The odd manager, scared to 
death. Sees into the country- 
side in a had of stones. He 
fa Os to jtbe ground. Mood 
Bowing from his bed. 

The scene is over , but the 
actor does not get up. The 
Mood covering his face and 
bead is real It will be a while 
before he is back on his feet 

The real-life atmosphere of 
the movie set went to the 
head of one of the local 
inhabitants, an extra in the 
movie. In die beat of the 
action, the villager hart pick- 


ed up a real stone and hurled 
it at the actor. To director 
Saleh Abu Seif f one of 
Egypt's veteran and best 
known film-makers, the inci- 
dent is just pan of the course, 
part of the price to pay for a 
result that is as true to life as 
life itself. 

At 76, Salah Abu Seif is 
back cm track, fhming in 
Fayoum, a large oasis some 
120 kilometres from Cairo. 
With some 40 films to his 
credit , Abu Seif was lured 
back into the director’s chair 
by the prospect of adapting a 
novel by the writer YussefEl 
Kaied, Masri, a Man From 
The Delta, for the screen . 
Equally exciting was the fact 
that after a break of some 10 



in a departure from many of his previous 
romantic rotes, Omar Sharif plays the port of a 
domineering and brutal mayor in Abu Seifs 
adaptation of the now! Masri, Man From 7ho 
Mta. 


years, be would again be 
working with international 
star Omar Sharif, who re- 
turned to his native land to 
make the Glm. 

Everything is running 
smoothly on the set. Abu 
Seif, strong-looking and 
serene, is hard to pick out 
among the dozens of busy 
technicians and the hundreds 
of villagers who have been 
recruited for the movie. 
Rightly considered one of the 
Middle East’s best Blm-mak- 
ers, Abu Seif is calm and 
reflective amid the bustle. He 
never raises bis voice, and 
often a mere sign of the hand 
is enough for people to jump 
and get things done. 

With a career spanning 
some 55 years in the movie 
business, Abu Seif com- 
mands respect from everyone 
who comes into contact with 
him. His beginnings were 
humble — be started as a Glm 
studio “gofer” — bur from 
the b eginning , Abu Seif knew 
what be wanted: to direct. 
This ambition sprang from a 
book that be bed read when 
be was 12, which made him 
give up the idea of becoming 
an actor. “I still remember a 
sentence that said: ‘If you 
see someone on tbe set who is 
just sitting and thinking ; 
don’t think it is someone who 
has got nothing to do, be- 
cause this is the person who 
decides everything. This is 
tile person who is making the 
61m, this is the boss. 

“I liked that person im- 
mediately, ” recalls A.bn Seif, 
u and 1 decided then and 
there I wanted to become a 
director. ” A natural choice , 
it seems, for the born reader 
be is. Creative, energetic , a 
good organiser, Abu Seif has 
always known how to galva- 
nise and draw tbe talent oat 
of the actors who work with 
him. 

That is not to say that 
things have always been easy, 
particularly in tbe early days 


of his career. Although be 
had already directed a num- 
ber of successful 61ms, Abu 
Seif met a stonewall of resist- 
ance when be tried to get & 
producer for bis first “real- 
life drama” movie, the first in 
the history of tbe Egyptian 
cinema. “The Day Of Re- 
venge , inspired by tbe novel 
Therese Raquin by French 
novelist EmOe Zola did not 
convince the produces of the 
day, who favoured almost 
exclusively romantic pictures. 
It was back in the JP5Qs and 
Abu Seif was ahead of his 
time. Tbe “n co-realism” 
movement in tbe Italian cine- 
ma was in its infancy. 

Abu Seif sold his car and 
his wife’s jewellery and made 
tbe movie: A resounding suc- 
cess that won critical acclaim 
and the admiration of a pub- 
lic who for tbe first time saw 
life as it really is up on the 
silver screen, in a 61m with 
which they themselves, tbe 
inhabitants of the back 
streets, could identify. 

The movie marked a turn- 
ing point in the history of the 
Egyptian cinema and was the 
first in a long series of works 
that now serves as a yardstick 
against which others are mea- 
sured in Middle Eastern cine- 
ma. The new generation of 
directors, among them 
Khairy Bishara and Moham- 
mad Khan, took their cue 
from Abu Seif, whose appre- 
ciation of their work remains 
somewhat guarded: “I feel 
these young directors are 
sometimes excessive in their 
quest for realism and end up 
giving us what amounts to c 
quin Lessen tial picture cf mis- 
ery, vice, or crime. But real 
life is not like that. There is 
always a sunny side to the 
darkest street. And if there 
isn’t an obvious solution , it is 
best to leave the outcome 
open,” he says. 

In his current 61m, realism 
is certainly present — if only 
because of its uncanny tim- 


ing. It tells the story of the 
mayor of a village, played by 
Omar Sharif, who "buys” tbe 
son of a poor villager in order 
to send him to the war front 
instead of his own son. In the 
context of recent world 
events . tbe movie is a strong 
reminder that while some 
may benefit from war, others 
pay for it with their blood. 
Says the director: “I bad 
been thinking about A1 
Kaied ’s book for quite a 
while, but I found tbe story 
so harsh that 1 hesitated. It 
was the producer who per- 
suaded me to do it." 

This is not the firsr time 
Abu Seif has made a film 
about war. Between 1979 and 
1981 be was in Iraq working 
on the tirst part of a 
trilogy on three battles of the 
Islamic conquests. Abu Seif 
has fond memories of the 
time be spent in Iraq, just 
before tbe outbreak of the 
Iran-Iraq war. “At the time , 
tbe country seemed to be 
booming. The people of Iraq 
were happy, signs of prosper- 
ity were everywhere and it 
was not bard to imagine that 
given ten years, the country 
would have been one of the 
most developed in the re- 
gion. ” The war with Iran put 
an end to all that, and to tbe 
trilogy; he was never able to 
Glm the second part. 

Today, Abu Seif prefers to 
think of bow pleasant it is to 
be working with Omar Shar- 
if, one of his favourite actors . 
who agreed zo play the role of 
the mayor in the 61m. For the 
international star, best 
known for his i dies as an 
inveterate seducer, this is no 
ordinary character to play. 
Wrapped in the traditional 
wide black “ abaya " cape, 
with jet black hair and mous- 
tache, Sharif is almost unrec- 
ognisable. As he moves ab- 
out the set, though, the char- 
acter he portrays is unmistak- 
able: Brutal, selfish, violent, 
domineering ■ — a man who is 



Egyptian film-maker Salah Aba Seif on the set of his latest movie 
with actor Exeat Al Alaileh. 


used to having both the mem- 
bers of his family and of the 
village bow before his au- 
thority. 

“Omar is just as I bad 
remembered, "says the veter- 
an director, “a real profes- 
sional who gives his character 
everything he’s got, regard- 
less of danger or a potentially 
embarrassing situation... 
Thirty years of life as an 
international celebrity have 
not changed him one bit." 

Speaking of bis future 
plans, Abu Seif announces 
that the time has finally come 
for him to make an old pro- 
ject come true. For dose to 
20 years he has been banned 
by the censorship authorities 
horn making a movie on w hat 
has long been considered a 
taboo subject: sexuality. Ex- 
plains the director: “ The film 
deals with incompatibility 
and sexual discord between a 
couple. Such problems are 
the cause of 90 per cent of 
divorces in eastern society. 
Although there are specific 
provirions in tbe Koran that 
say that it is a man’s duty to 
think of his wife’s pleasure as 


well as bis own, men in our 
society have a very selfish 
approach when it conies to 
the act which should express 
the essence of what love is. 
Psychologically, this is tbe 
source of misery which in 
most cases either makes life 
unbearable or leads to the 
breakdown of the marriage. ” 
Such a delicate issue is 
going to require all tbe di- 
plomacy and skill of the sea- 
soned director he is. “It is as 
dxxigb there has been a con- 
spiracy for centuries to sur- 
round tins issue with an impe- 
netrable' veil of silence. 
Even the two main actors I 
chose to play the central 
characters — __ Yehia A.I 
Jrakhrani and Yousra —hesi- 
tated forages before agree-'nj 
so deal with zz issue that is 
still a huge taboo in the eyes 
of the general public. " 

“It took me 19 years to 
extract a go-ahead from the 
censorship authorities, and / 
think that the fact that I have 
BnaDy got it is a very en- 
couraging sign for the future 
of tbe Egyptian cinema," he 
exults. 


Part of the reason for Abu ; 
Seif's optimism is what be; 
sees as new opportunities for J 
tbe growing independence of ■ 
Egyptian film-makers. Until 
recently, most were forced to 
rely almost exclusively on 
financing from abroad and 
were therefore obliged to 
tailor productions to St va- 
rious requirements. 

Despite such restrictions, 
Abu Seif has always managed 
to express himself and his 
ideas through the adaptable 
vehicle that is humour. Ex- 
plains the director: “ The sub- 
ject of my last 61m, Al 
Bidaya CT he Bsrira : r?) was 
democracy , cac ^revrady, 
the only way / cz-dcl rii-jJ with 
sveh a serious iscce wax eo 
J7 Vrtib - • ' 

effect, r-i 2 „ _ k a: 

awarded the yzeszigious 
“Charlie Chaplin Gold Stick" 
prize at tbe Vevey Festival of 
Comic Film in Switzerland. 
The award, one of many Abu 
Seif has earned in his long 
career, is another encourage- 
ment for the veteran film- 
maker to break new ground 
again — World News link. 
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What’s next for Stones 7 Movi 
for Mick, album from Keith 




By Larry McSbane 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK What is it 
that keeps die Rolling Stones 
going? Keith Richards isn’t 
sure. 

“ It’s kind of mysterious, 
and probably has to stay that 
way,” says Richards, the m 
guitar-playing half cf the 
gtfmmer twins 

“Yon can get together the 
best musicians for their in- 
struments, but it’s not neces- 
sarily a good band. Some- 
how, I think it’s a mysterious 
thing, a good band:” 

Based on tbe huge 18- 
month “ steel wheels” tour,- 
Richards is convinced that 
the Stones — 28 years and 
“millions of changes” later — 
are a great band. Not that he 
ever doubted it. 

“The boys are still rockin.’ 
For me, it was great, because 
I knew they had it in 'em. 
And I know there’s more, 
and For gonna wring it out of 
'em ” said Richards in an 
interview promoting the' 
Stones’ fifth live album , 
Flashpoint. 

While Richards was sur- 
prised at how good the new 
record sounded, he’s not a 
big fan of live albums. “A lot 
of tbe material is the same as 
on most of the others. What 
do yon call it? The best 
versions yet? 1 Live albums 
have always been kind of 
weird to me,*’ said the 
guitarist. 

Not surprisingly, Mick Jag- 
ger — Richards’ verbal spar- 
ring partner through tbe late 

MA — — 



<q t shov^ where the band 
was at live. Records are very 
.much an artificial meebuffl in 
a lot of ways ... They’re just 
so tied up with technology, 
and they always have been. 
They don’t sound like a band 
playing in a dub, ” said /ag- 
ger, in a telephone interview 
from Atlanta. . 

What’s Jagger doing m 


Georgia ? 

“Acting, dah-ling, ” be 
vamped. SpedticaBy, Mick is 
playing a vUlaipi in the mm 
Free Jack , a futuristic adven- 
ture starring Emilio estevez 
and Anthony Hopkins. 

Back to music. 

Jagger and Richards 
agreed that Flashpoint is no 
farewell from live perform- 
ances by the Stones. ’No, not 
really,” Jagger said. “A live 
album is always a bit in the 
cards every time we do a big 

tour.” . . 

Everyone in the band is 
getting along well these days. 


All five — Jagger, Richards, 
drummer Charlie Watts, bas- 
sist Bill Wyman and guitarist 
Ron Wood — showed up at 
various times during the mix- 
ing of Flashpoint. And don't 
read anything into Wyman’s 
absence from the video for 
their current single. High 
Wire. 

Wyman wouldn’t come to 
the video shoot in Brooklyn 
because of a fear of dying. 

“Really,- that's what be 
told me,” Jagger said, 
laughing. “He was in a terri- 
ble state on the tour, driving 
around Europe. It’s strange . 


because be never had any- 
thing tike it before .” 

Jagger also said Wyman's 
594-page book on tbe band. 
Stone Alone, didn't make it 
to his required reading list. 

“I read little bits in the 
papers. Rolling Stone maga- 
zine. X must say I couldn't 
read the whole book. It's too 
big. Let's hope that a decenr 
interval is allowed to pass 
before the next one, give 
people a bit of time to digest 
tbe first.'' Jagger said. 

The Stones . for the firsr 
time, included a prir of stu- 
dio cuts on a live album. In 
addition to High Wire, a 
rocking indictment of arms 
dealers recorded as the Gulf 
war broke out , there's the 
Gmky Sex Drive. 

“It’s our little hats off to 
James Brown. It's a tip of the 
hat to James, especially since 
he's out of jail, a little 
celebration of that.” said 
Richards. 

Flashpoint also includes 
Eric Clapton playing with the 
band on Little Red Rooster. 

“We go back a long way. but 
he’d never actually appeared 
with us on a record." ex- 
plained Jagger. “We did a 
great version of "Brown 
Sugar in tbe studio with Eric 
a long, long time ago. I don 't 
remember what the purpose 
of that was anymore. ” 

The Stones plan on taking 
1991 off as a band, although 
Richards said he plans to 
reorganise bis X-pensive 
Winos group and do another 
solo record. The Stones are 
also working on getting a new 
record deal. Beyond that , 
Jagger is tight-lipped : “I’m 
better off keeping my mouth 
shut. ’’ 

Richards — surprise — is 
not. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised at 
getting a.- new Stones record 
at hast next year, and when 
there's a record, we’U prob- 
ably be on the road, too.” he 
said. Anything could 
happen.” 


By Patrick Olivier 

PARIS — Numerous televi- 
sion programmes, devoted to 
the cinema, present it as a 
has-been and surround it with 
an aura of melancholy. How 
beautiful and great the cine- 
ma used to be. with its actors 
of stature and its brilliant 
directors, with all the pas- 
sions in its wake . and, above ~ 
all. Hollywood, all hope lay 
in the fascination of Marlene, 
Humphrey's mannerisms and 
Minnelti-style direction. 

But the cinema is not dead 
and, if were tbe case , then 
death is not doing so badly. 
Not only were there some 
remarkable films in 1990, but 
these same 61ms drew crowds 
to the auditoriums. 

Big productions such as 
Jean-Paul Rappeneau’s Cyra- 
no De Bergerac with Gerard. 
Depardieu, and Claude Ber- 
n's Uranus starring the same 
Depardieu, were unanimous- 
ly acclaimed by the critics and 
are acknowledged as master- 
pieces worthy of passing into 
posterity. Cyrano alone has 
been nominated for each of 
the thirteen Cesar awards of 
French cinema. It is an abso- 
lute record. 

Like several others, these 
61ms are a great hit. If Ura- 
nus. which has not been out 
very long, has already had 2 
million admissions in a 
month. 4 million people have 
been to see Cyrano. The two 
films based on Marcel Pag- 
nol's works La Gloire De 
Mon Pere and Le Chateau De 
Ma Mere have also been very 
successful. The former has 
achieved 6 million admissions 
and the latter has so far 
reached 3 million. Whereas 
in 1989. the American cine- 
ma monopolised nine of the 
top ten 61ms, this year, it has 
to make do with just The 
Dead Poets' Society (6.4 mil- 
lion spectators) and Pretty 
Woman which has started on 
a brilliant career with 1.8 
million admissions in tbe 
space of a few weeks. 

For the first time in several 
years , the French cinema is 
master on its own market. 
The reason is that the French 
cinema has also managed to 
produce big budget films 
which are alone able to coun- 


Cinema 90 — a 
return in full 
strength 
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The cinema is. going downhill . That seems to be 
the general consensus. It is gradually being under- 
mined by television . Yet, tbe 1990 cinema season in 
France was a great success, with excellent Elms and 
full auditoriums. What is tbe explanation? 



Gerard Depardieu 

ter television. 

A social comedy Tatie 
Danidle and a detective com- 
edy Ripoux Contre Ripoux 
also stand out with 2 and 3 
million admissions. A big spy 
film by Luc Besson with Yves 
Montand who has made a 
comeback to 61ms, Nikita, 
which has recently come out, 
has already been seen by 3 
million spectators. 

New chances 

Even more special 61ms, 
which the public is not ex- 
pected to rush to see, are 
distinguishing themselves. 
This is the case with La Dis- 
crete by the new director 
Christian Vincent, with 
350,000 spectators, La 
Vengeance d'Une Femme by 
Jacques Doillon, Le Conte 
De Printemps by the very 
classical Eric Rohmer and La 


Captive Du D6sert by the very 
personal Raymond De- 
pardon. 

Generally speaking, the 
demanding cinema also 
appears to ha ve been success- 
ful in France for foreign films 
which, it is true, presented 
some tine surprises: bom 
Japan: The Sting Of Death 
by Kobei Oguri or the brand 
new Profound Desire Of The 
Gods by Imamura. From the 
Soviet Union, Don’t Move , 
Die , Resuscitate by Vitali 
Kanevski and Taxi Blues by 
Pavel Lounguine. The 

Maghreb is represented by 
Fend Boughedir with Hal- 
faouine and Africa by Lobris- 
sa Ouedraogo with Tilai. AM 
these 61ms off the beaten 
track and away from advertis- 
ing aroused real curiosity and 
tilled the auditoriums. 

A$ the 61ms for the general 


public have given themselves 
a new chance with big-scale 
productions, low budget “ au- 
thor’s cinema ” has also found 
the way to success. This is 
due to its quality which has 
turned out to be proGtable. It 
draws the cultivated public 
which is attracted today by 
the discovery of a new film- 
maker as by a new painter. 

If 1990 saw great 61ms 
making a place for them- 
■ selves and the number of 
cinema-goers on tbe increase, 
the future seems to be very 
promising: Chabrol’s new 
film- Madame Bovary, and 
Van Gogh, the latest film by 
Pialat (who was awarded the ' 
Palme d’or in Cannes for his 
Journal d’un Cure De Cam- ' 
pagne), with . unexpectedly , 
Jacques Dutronc in the star- • 
ring r6le (although it is true 
that he is the favourite actor 
of Zulawski and his abysses) 
are due out soon. 

The great foreign directors ; 
are also working on their • 
coming films: Coppola * 
Woody Allen, Kurosawa and ■ 
Wim Wenders, not forgetting - 
Federico Fellini. They w#} .• 
soon be showing on the * 
French screens. ; 

Besides the quality of the • 
films presented, there is a ! 
more prosaic but equally l 
effective reason for the op. : 

turn in cinema frequentation’ ■ 

The network of auditoriums ' 
in France has been complete. ' 

ly rethought. Cinema mans 
gers, faced with the fall in the 
number of cinema-goers, 
the last few years, have revised 
their strategy with a red£. 
ployment of auditoriums to- 
wards easily accessible 
tricts (particularly in 
technical and aesthetic rZ 
novation aimed at providb, 
comfort and a p/easam : 
atmosphere but also at res- ■ 
toring the “ temples of cm. : 
ma” to their former ^ * 

and a reorganisation of tin£. ■ 

schedules and prices (the k * 
p.m. performance costfo- : 
only 18 francs, a prelude to | 
“real night on the town ” at a ' 
modest price). All this : 
contributed to making ; 
public once again want to ft! ‘ 
.carried away by the magic of i 
cinema. Just like in tbe • 
— L ! Actual ite Ed FraneP * 
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Researchers 

identify genes that 
govern smell 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Biologists 
have discovered a family of 
genes that may explain why a 
rose by any name would 
smell as sweet. 

They have identified what 
they believe are IS of the 
genes that enable the nose to 
latch on to the fragrant oils of 
the rose and distinguish them 
from tens of thousands of 
other smells. 

“ It's a bombshell," said 
Charles Wysocki of the 
Monell Chemical Senses 
Centre in Philadelphia. “ It's 
something that was not ex- 
pected for many years. " 

A report of the discovery, 
by Linda Buck and Richard ' 
Axel of Columbia University, 
appeared Friday in the jour - 
nal Cell. 

“ Those molecules will 
serve as useful tools," said 
Buck, for solving a variety of 
important scientific and prac- 
tical problems. 

Buck said the discovery 
could be the first step toward 
understanding how the 
brain's nerve cells are wired 


together. It also could have 


practical applications in such 
areas as insect control, she 
said. 

Strong-smelling substances 
li.tic . pheromones play a 
role in insect behavior and 
.'Cfi'C'JiiCfiori, she said. 
r .: ■ - how ti ose subst- 
. \ • ’.eteCtMiMl'J lead 

to He.- means of inhibiting 
reproduction, for example. 

Before this study, resear- 
chers had disagreed about 
whether smell was governed 
by a very few genes or a large 
number. The study suggests 
that 100 to 200 genes may be 
involved. Buck and Axel 
said. 

“ The number of genes, if it 
holds up to be true, is phe- 
nomenal. " said Wvsocki. an 


authority on the biology and 
psychology of smell'. “It 
makes it now one of the 
largest related families of 
genes that’s been identified. " 

He said the research is 
“ literally going to open up 
whole new Gelds. It’s going to 
draw people who never even 
thought of doing work with 
the sense of smell. " 

Odors are detected by tiny 
tubular extensions on nerve 
cells high in the nasal cavity. 
Buck said. Those extensions, 
called Cilia , are believed to 
be the location of molecules 
called receptors. Odor mole- 
cules are believed to slip into 
certain receptors as a key 
slips into a lock. 

The newly identified genes 
are almost certain to cany 
the blueprints for those re- 
ceptors. Buck said. Experi- 
ments now in progress are 
expected to confirm that, she 
said. 

Isolation of the genes and 
determination of their gene- 
tic code will allow researchers 
to construct laboratory cul- 
tures of cells that can detect, 
or “smell, ” a single odor or 
group of odors. Buck said. 

“We want to answer very 
basic questions about how a 
sensory system receives in- 
formation." Buck said. 

“My idea was if you could 
identify the receptors for 
odorants you would have a 
way of knowing what was 
sent by individual r, ecroBS," 
to the brain, she said. 

“ And if you could follow 
the connections into the brain 
... you might see patterns of 
connections that would allow 
you to understand the logic of 
the connections. " 

The genes were identified 
using a technique called 
polymerase chain reaction, or 
PCR, which allows researchers 
to remove minute quantities 
of the genetic material DNA 
for study. 


Antibiotics — in poor countries, it is hard to say no 




By Jon Miller 


LOS BANOS. The Philip- 
pines — Her 10 year-old son 
had a nagging cough, so Li- 
lian Ocampo took an after- 
noon off work and brought 
the boy to a clinic in a neigh- 
bouring town. The doctor, 
working fast, prescribed a 
week’s worth of antibiotics 
and charged 15 pesos ( about 
U.S. 50 cents ) for the con- 
sultation. Ocampo, a Filipino 
high school graduate raising 
six children on a maid's sal- 
ary, bought two days' supply 
of the expensive medicine. In 
a day her son was better. 

A week later, the boy's 1 
year-old brother started to 
cough. Rather than return to 
the doctor simply to receive 
the same instructions. Ocam- 1 
po went back to the pharma- 
cy and bought some more of 
the antibiotic. Again the 
coughing stopped after a day. 

The children are now fine. 
Neither relapsed, nor 
died. Compared to most stor- 
ies of childhood in the de- 
veloping world, this sounds 
like a happy one. a small 
triumph for thrift and com- 
mon sense. But it isn’t. 

Antimicrobials, a variety 
of drugs which include anti- 
biotics, are overused to an 
alarming degree in develop- 
ing countries, health experts 
say. The result is uncountable 
sums of wasted money, an 
explosion in resistant strains 
of harmful bacteria, and the 
unnecessary exposure of mil- 
lions of people — especially 
children — to the iLk of 
serious side-effects. 

"An tinier' bials are de- 
finitely indicated for many, 
many infections, and they are 
certainly lifesaving in many 
instances.” says Dr. 
Mediadora Saniel, director of 
the Research Institute for 
Tropical Medicine outside 
Manila. “The problem is that 
probably in die majority of 
instances, antimicrobials are 
'prescribed either for an ill- 
ness which is not an infection 
or for an infection for which 
the treatment is not an anti- 


biotic. 

“I would say that more 
than SO per cent of coughs arc 
viral, which means they don't 
respond to antibiotics she 
adds. “ That also goes for sore 
throats and colds. For these 
illnesses, antibiotics just 
don't make any sense — in 
fact they're dangerous 

Ocampo's case illustrates 
several of the problems sur- 
rounding the misuse of anti- 
biotics. The first is self- 
medication. Without medical 
training. Ocampo, who 
knows several antibiotics by 
name, couldn't possibly iden- 
tify the cause of her baby's 
cough, let alone the appropri- 
ate medicine to cure it. But 
\isiting a doctor is expensive 
and time-consuming, and 
Ocampo felt certain that the 
baby's cough was the same as 
that of his older brother. 

The second problem con- 
cerns the drugstore where 
Ocampo bought her antibio- 
tics. Ocampo's baby could 
easily have been susceptible 
to side-effects of the drug she 
requested — common 
adverse reactions to antibio- 
tics range from skin rashes to 
death. But prescription laws 
are rarely enforced in most 
developing countries, where 
even the most specialised 
drugs are available over-the- 
counter. on simple request. 

The third problem con- 
cerns dosage. Cost-conscious 
patients like Ocampo 
routinely stop using antibio- 
tics once the symptoms dis- 
appear. but before the bac- 
teria are actually wiped out. 
“Sot completing the course is 
just tiekHr.g : he bug." Same! 
says. If the disease is actually 
bacterial, and if enough bac- 
teria survive, a relapse is 
likely. Since the body is 
already weakened, the re- 
lapse can be worse than the 
original illness. 

But the fourth problem is 
perhaps the most serious. 
Even if Ocampo had visited 
the doctor, had been given a 
prescription, bought the right 
amount of antibiotic and fol- 
lowed the course to the end. 


Weekend Crossword 


MEASURING UP 
By Don Johnson 


ACROSS 

1 — au rhum 

34 Swimmers n the 

65 School siRyact 

99 Biblical prophet 

5 "What — God 

altogether 

66 USN man: abbr. 

100 Nothing 

wrought?' 

40 Sanda or Ruby 

67 Nobodas 

101 Tough cjues Bon 

9 War mamento 

41 w»d water buffalo 

72 Ribbon trimming 

102 Abo known as 

13 Kind o> beam 

42 Purchase 

for hats 

104 Feared 

18 Kind of add 

43 Takes down a • 

77 No-no 

1 10 Musical drecoon 

20 World sacoon 

P®3 

78 Auguries 

word 

2» A Tumor 

48 Food fish 

79 SUmulated 

111 Combatants ot a 

22 "— Kick Out Of 

49 RlyWOtogiSt 

80 Lets 

kind . 

You" 

Jacques 

62 Marries 

113 Alan arid 

23 0tdscMI 

51 AA the players 

83 Lasso 

Quito nberg 

TV show 

55 AL member 

84 Pealed 

114 - foie 

26 Convo* molding 

56 Lace Ska pattern 

85 Passes 

115 Bridge seal 

27 Held doar to 

58 Author Bret 

86 Dawn 

116 Telephone 

one's heart 

59 Super! 

87 Money In 

gnmeng 

28 tWIy 

60 Perceived In a 

Kuwait 

117 Doles out 

29 Callng 

way 

88 Sp. (*jeen 

110 Swmdtes 

30 Wrath 

61 Summer wear 

90 Pool shark 

119 Ottoman Empue 

31 Nostradamus 

64 Deshi-I — 

95 Practiced for 

bigwigs 

32 Bra Ida 

(Iranian desert) 

a bout 

120 Biltong cheers 

DOWN 

1 Desert one's 

24 Rage 

56 Warmed up 

90 Witness 

party 

25 It's dear to me 

61 Accuse 

horse 

2 Wlngftke 

31 Secret agent 

62 RAsbenave 

81 Reflecaons 

3 Part of nj>. 

33 Tidy 

83 Fern feature 

92 Probosos 

4 Beloved ol 

34 Fires 

67 Kind of parly 

93 Beginnings 

Radamss 

35 Nor. money 

68 Saint — . Fr. 

94 Pourbokes 

5 Animosity 

38 Djakarta's land. 

69 ProOdent 

95 Sudden burst Of 

6 Tennis great 

ab br. 

70 Writer Anita 

energy 

7 Bound 

37 Cozy homes 

71 Haul 

96 Malt Fr. 

8 Crone 

38 " — your pardon" 

73 Fra tra of a 

97 Valuable quanty 

S Roofer 

39 Tavern 

letter 

98 Carry off forcibly. 

fO Char makers 

44 Soil: prel 

74 Turk, city 

old style 

11 Poker stake 

45 Visionary 

75 Veteran odor 

103 It. resort 

12 Fled 

48 OED word 

Robert 

104 Loot 

13 Gen. Custer was 

47 Fast planes 

76 Locomotive man. 

105 Before Major or 

hare 

49 BMmnated 

abbr. 

Minor 

t4 Gr marketplace 

50 Only — a 

79 Hurl 

106 EgypL queen for 

15 Large fragment ol 

customer 

81 Add tang — 

short 

o gt actor 

16 P«ca of music 

51 Bo*es 

83 CevMTDase 

107 Relate 

52 Fighting forces 

86 Nav. on 

108 — Stanley 

17 Scratches out 

53 Astounds 

87 had tener 

Gardner 

19 Trigonometric 

54 Newsman KootW 

89 Suggestive ol an 

109 MU. awards 

ton cl Ion 

57 FL trees 

Eden dwetor 

112 Oolong 
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Lost Week's Cryptograms 


1. Able gal cop. need to indoor cooking, called barbecue parties “eleak- 
OOUl" 

2. Every day the world turns over on some poor, glum fellow who wns 
sitting on top of it. 

3. The wonders of swift, modern culinary gadgetrr make the making of 
mincemeat out of anything a loot art. 

4. Man operating bulldozer on zigzag course may be arrested by police. 


Diagramless IS X IS. By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
I tonga, vita 
brevis" 

■1 Fill up 
8 Formal party 
12 Fibbed 
to Short jacket 

15 Ms Adams 

16 Pan of tberia 
18 Keep waiting 

20 Gift lor the 
teacher 

21 Wipe out 

22 Sad song 


23 Items m 

campaniles 

24 Sufk 

25 Sp. mtsra 

29 Track 

30 Stopover 

31 Fee 

33 Bom 

34 Sirs 

38 Dinner courses 

40 Traditional 
knowledge 

41 Shows happiness 


42 Ms Zaoora 

43 Once —blue 
moon 

44 Composer 
Manual de — 

46 Social event 
48 Rudder fevers 
50 Putm office 

52 Patriotic gp. 

53 Sp. lattes: abbr. 

54 Permit 
56 Copied 

58 Western hats 


64 Calumet 

65 Superior 

67 Stage show 

68 Ran easfy 

69 Georgia peach? 

70 Outerwear 

72 Aver 

73 Quits 

74 Donkeys 

75 Food ffch 

76 Gaelic 

77 Nourish 

78 Curved letter 


DOWN 

1 Noted racehorse 

2 Jack the — 

3 Aircraft 

4 Bomb fragments 

5 Meet the day 

6 Melody 

7 Omelet Item 
B Contradict 

9 Embeflish 

10 Speech 

11 Fr. painter 

Fernand 


13 Humckngers 

14 Hardy 

17 Fr. town 

18 T B -wh a eler 

19 Commercials 

26 Diamonds 

27 Chet, society 

28 in the saddle 
32 Threefold 

35 Pncfcty pear 

36 Tremulous 
sounds 


37 Undercoats ol 
paint 

39 Related 
matsmaay 

44 Hearth 

«5 "I smell — " 

47 Overshadowed 

48 Certain machine 
levers 

49 Comp, pt- 

51 Indian abodes 

52 Smears 


55 Oanson and 
Koppel 

57 River deposits 

59 Figure or speech 

60 Cut 

61 Baking chamoers 

62 Tend to 

63 Dregs: abbt. 

64 Sheriff's band 
66 Hollow stems 
68 — majesty 

71 Br. flyers 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1- XRS11VXSR SCZAVXSK BOZSBAZ OSI OSQ 
V B 1 IOSAZ WG VKGSCRVI ICVRVRH 

PVRRSVKI SKQ PSAVWY I RSYHOVKH 
OZAWZI, — By Gordon Miller 

2. HID QD PAIR Q D HAIR CKINQDF P.N.ACD 
BOSS-SKDFRE YEKjCGYZCJU LAIR GQLZY 
OG SAIM AB AIRY RA BKK.M EQY FAIRY 

1 D M Y E A I R Y. — By Ed Huddieson 

3. HMET H L L H.MAALE HT CSQQ JLW 

KSJYSCXDYE X Y ADDQDRXKSQ RSJWLY. 

— By Earl Ireland 

4. L Sl : C Y ALGLY AMIRTRY IT VP CKEK1NC 


GKPC GREEN SR. 


— By Barbara 4. Rugg 
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SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S RUZZLE 



the chances are her time and 
money would still have been 
wasted. Most likely , both of 
Ocampo's children would 
have recovered — in the 
same amount of time — with- 
out antibiotics. Yet for cough 
patients in poor countries like 
the Philippines, antibiotics 
are often dispensed as if they 
were throat lozenges. 

'• Doctors like to use anti- 
biotics like a shotgun , ” says 
Dr. Akira Shimouchi, head 
of the Acute Respiratory In- 
fections Programme at the 
World Health Organisation's 
Western Office. “ But medi- 
cally there is no justification 
for it. You can 't use antibio- 
tics to prevent pneumonia. 
We have reports from all 
over the world — for those 
coughs that were not 
pneumonia, some patients 
were given antibiotics and 
some were given placebos. 
The results were the same: 98 
per cent recovered 

Antibiotics are crucial 
tools of modern medicine, 
and an essential part of the 
treatment for major killer 
diseases such as cholera, 
syphilis, dysentery, typhoid 
fever and most forms of 
pneumonia. Pneumonia and 
diarrhea each kill about five 
million children per year 
worldwide. 

Many different types of 
antibiotics have been de- 
veloped since the discovery 
of penicillin in 1939. Broad- 
spectrum antibiotics attack 
many kinds of bacteria , while 
narrow-spectrum antibiotics 
target specific types. Ideally, 
doctors should know what 
sort of bacteria they are 
trying to kill before they pre- 
scrible a drug. But precise 
diagnosis can be trickv and 



expensive, and many doctors 
work primarily by trial and 
error. 

But only too often, trial 
and error means prescribing 
antibiotics “just to be safe. ” 
In some countries, antibiotics 
are given to over SO per cent 
of children coming to health 
clinics with coughs. Shi- 
mouchi says less than 15 per 
cent of childhood coughs 
actually require antibiotics. 
In countries that provide 
antibiotics free to poor pa- 
tients, clinics typically run 
out quickly. As a result, 
those who actually need the 
expensive drugs are often 
forced to buy them in drug- 
stores. 

A recent study at an 
emergency room in a private 
Manila hospital showed that 
over 90 per cent of patients 
who received antibiotics did 
not actually need them. 
Another study of drugstores 
in Manila, published in the 
Journal of Clinical 
Epidemiology, showed that 
one-fifth of all drugs purch- 
ased were antimicrobials, and 
that two-thirds were bought 
without prescriptions. 
Almost 90 per cent of the 
purchases were for 10 tablets 
or less, and the average num- 
ber of tablets was three — 
nor nearly enough to com- 
plete a fill I course. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation has developed sim- 
ple ways to determine 
whether a child’s cough is 
actually pneumonia , or 
whether a bout of diarrhea is 
actually cholera or typhoid. 
For pneumonia, doctors can 
look for increased breathing * 
speed or contraction of the 
chest. In cases of diarrhea, 
the main danger sign of 







Antibiotics arm often used unnecessary in de- * 
veloping countries* 


something more serious is 
blood in the stools. 

Saniel says doctors are 
taught about antibiotics in 
medical school, and should 
know when it is appropriate 
to use them. 


Of all the effects of the 
overuse of antibiotics, Saniel 
is most concerned about re- 
sistance — the ability of a 
disease-causing strain of bac- 
teria to disarm , or defend 
against , antibiotics. Resist- 
ance is especially common in 
hospitals and densely-popu- 
lated urban centres, even in 
rich countries. There have 
been outbreaks of antibiotic- 
resistant typhoid fever and 
dysentery in Latin America, 
pneumonia in Africa and 
Europe, and gonorrhea, in- 
fluenza and meningitis 
throughout the world. 


“ Bugs are very smart," 
says Saniel. “For every new 
drug, they will find a way of 
getting around it. That has 
really been the history' of the 
development of antibiotics. ” 
One of the factors contri- 
buting to the overpre scrip- 
ti on of antibiotics is as old as 
the medical profession itself. ^ 
Doctors are under pressure 
to give patients something 
tangible at the end of a visit, 
rather than send them away 
with assurances that they will 
get better with time and rest. 
Mothers, too , feel they are 
not taking adequate care of 
their children if they don't 
provide medicine for every 
sickness. “Mothers’ expecta- 
tions reflect doctors' atti- 
tudes. and vice versa, " says 
Shimouchi with a sigh. “ It's a > 
vicious circle ” — World 
News Link. 


Low - cholesterol cheese 
promises healthier indulgence 


By Wilson Da Silva 

Reuter 


SIDNEY — An Australian 
company claimed a world 
first with the release of low 
cholesterol cheeses it says 
look and taste like the real 
thing but have 90 per cent 
less saturated fat. 

Scientists at the Melbourne 
food manfacturer Poseidon 
Terama Pty Ltd say they have 
developed a way of taking 
out of cheese most of the 
saturated fats that are a ma- 
jor contributor to heart dis- 
ease. 

'‘The taste, texture and 
feel of the cheese is main- 
tained along with its nutri- 


tional benefits," the com- 
pany’s food technologist, Tim 
Horwood. said by telephone 
from Melbourne. “ Only the 
saturated fat content is re- 
duced. " 


The new process has so far 
been applied to Feta and 
Havarti cheeses. Soon, other 
low saturated fat types will be 
released. 


The company’s version of 
Feta has 17 milligrams of 
saturated fat per 100 grams 
compared with 75 milligrams 
for standard Australian Feta. 
Havarti has 17 milligrams per 
100 grams compared with 120 
milligrams for the normal 
type. 


Australian food regula- 
tions do not allow the com- 
pany to label the products 
“ cheese " since they do not 
contain butter fat, a major 
saturated fat. The labels call 
them “Fetta style cheese 
dairy product," with Feta 
misspelt, and “ Havarti 
style. ” 

Professor Mark Wahlqvist 
of Monash University's De- 
partment of Medicine said 
the company’s major advance 
was making cheeses com- 
monly recognisable to con- 
sumers but with properties 
that will help reduce the dog- 
ging of the arteries. 

“It will reduce blood 
cholesterol levels but not 


necessarily be helpful to 
weight control he said by 
telephone. “The fat content 
is the same, it's just a diffe- 
rent type of fat ... with a 
beneficial impact on the 
arteries. ” 


Poseidon Terama Manag- 
ing Director Chris Saris said 
the company is working to 
reduce the total fat content of - 
cheeses, but will meanwhile v ‘* 
release other low-cholesterol 
cheeses until it perfects large- 
scale fat elimination. 

“ You can't make cheese 
without some fat, but you can 
make it a healthier type and 
try to reduce all of the fat" 
he said. 






AIDS is a blessing, says 
keeper of chained addicts 


* 




By Arup Chanda 
Reuter 


CHURACHANDPUR . In- 
dia — “ AIDS is not a curse 
but a blessing , because it 
turns people to God." said 
Paukholien. custodian of 65 
fettered and handcuffed he- 
roin addicts. 

Paukhotien's Gamnuam 
Christian Home, where cap- 
tivity. manual work and 
Bible-reading are the only 
medicines available, is the 
best answer Churachandpur 
can find to an imminent 
epidemic of AIDS (acquired 
immune deficiency syn- 
drome). 

Heroin flows into the town 
through jungle routes from 
the Burmese border some 70 
kilometres away. Syringes 
are in short supply. So the 
addicts share needles — and 
the human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) that signals 
AIDS. 

The addicts in Paukho- 
lien ’s home have been in 
chains for about six months at 
the request of their families 
after news spread there was- 


AIDS among them. 

“One has to understand 
the tribal psyche here,” said 
V.K. Jena, deputy adminis- 
trator for the district, which 
lies in India’s northeastern 
Manipur state. 

“ The guardians want their 
wards to be kept like that, 
since the majority of them 
have tested HIV positive and 
if they run away there is the 
risk of the disease spread- 
ing." 

The disease is spreading 
anyway. 

The town’s police chief. 
Sahid Ahmad, estimates that 
more than 1,000 of Chur- 
aebandpur’s 20.000 people 
are heroin addicts. 

The ratio is slightly higher 
than the average for Man- 
ipur. Doctors estimate that 
one person in 30 in the under- 
developed state is addicted to 
heroin and that two addicts in 
five have already picked up 
HIV. 

That means Manipur state 
has 20,000 AIDS carriers. 

So far 178 men and 13. 
women in Churachandpur 
have tested HIV positive. 


Two of the women were in- 
fected through sex. All the 
others contracted the virus 
through infected syringes. 

The home was established 
to help the destitute in gener- 
al but in practice became a 
dumping ground for addicts 
in the remote town that has 
no facilities to treat them. 

Paukhotien’s wife was the 
inspiration. “ Ten years ago 
Lord Jesus spoke to her and 
* told her to start work among 
the victims of society," he 
said with emotion. 

“We are running this home 
since 1987. We admit patients 
free of cost and depend on 
God for our needs.” 

Donations pay the home's 
costs, about $80 a day. “ If 
there is no food we pray 
together and God sends us 
food." 

Tian Lian Lai , a boy of 12. 
is kept chained all the time 
because he is “possessed by 
evil spirits. ’’ Paukholien said. 

The other men and youths 
have their handcuffs, but not 
their ankle fetters, removed 
when they do any work , 
mainly to build more metal-. 


roofed bamboo huts to sleep 
in. 

At present there is no 
room to move between their , 
beds, each of which has a 
metal ring attached so that 
the patients can be chained 
while they sleep. > 

The 10 women are un- 
chained to cook and sweep 
while Paukholien and his wife ■ -■ 

keep watch on them. 

All inmates stay fettered to 'v. > 
read the Bible and struggle to 
keep the links out of the way ■*.. - 
when they eat. Y 

Heroin withdrawal symp- 
toms are treated with prayer. Y ? 

“We pray together seven .. .. 
times a day.” Paukholien Y' 
said. YY 

Two patients committed 
suicide at the home in De- 
cember by jumping into the 
well, police said. 

Jena would have liked to 
find an alternative to the 
shackles. 

“We had planned to con- 
struct a high wall around the 
compound, but the home is 
not even a registered society 
and as such we cannot invest 
government funds, “ she said. '. 
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Tribalism in Iraq is 
solution lies in dem< 


By Mariam Sbafam 


BAGHDAD — One of the 
aims of the Socialist Baath 
Party in Iraq has been the 
eradication of tribalism and 
regionafism in favour of a 
national Iraqi and Arab identi- 
ty. But even after 23 con- 
tinuous years in power, the 
Baathists do not seem to have 
been able to totally sway tribal 
and regional loyalties towards 
the state. Regionalism sudden- 
ly became evident as a result of 
recent internal unrest; it was 
kept alive apparently by eco- 
nomic and soda! frustrations of 
recent wars as wen as by the 
absence of democratic reforms. 

Znfaair A tie, an artist and art 
dealer in his mid fifties, and his 
wife, Hala, are an example of 
an integrated Iraqi family, at 
leak on the surface. His family 
originates from Diwaniya, in 
southern Iraq; they are 
Sbi’ires. His wife comes from 
the north and is a Kurd. Life in 
Baghdad has been good to 
them and having been edu- 
cated both at home and abroad 
in Europe, both are well read 
and have made a comfortable 
living. They are an upper mid- 
dle class Iraqi family. 

But Mrs. Atie cannot stop 
talking about her family in die 
north to any visitor who will 
listen. She has had no .word 
'from them since the “troubles” 
started and is worried about 
the well being. 

Mrs. Atie is disturbed by 
what she sees as an official 
account-taking of ethnic 
groups since the Kurds rebel- 
led in early March, “I cannot 
remember a thne in Iraq when 
one was asked by officials if 
one was a Kurd, an Arab or a 
Turkman. Now you can’t come 
down to Baghdad from the 
north without being asked such 
questions; it’s frightening,” 
Mrs. Atie says. 

Mr. Atie jokes, mockingly, 

“I come from a southern tribe, 
and mv wife comes from a 
northern tribe.” 

While Mr. Atie jokes, it is 
evident that for this family, as 
for many in Iraq, tribalism is, 
at least on an emotional level, 
taken ‘^vety seriously. 

A large ait work stands in 
the upstairs corners of the 
Atie’s home-museum and, as 
he explains, the scene in fire 
painting depicts the battle of 
Karbala in 680 A.D. A blood 
stained head flying in the air 
depicts the head of the Imam 
Hussein, grandson of the 
Prophet Mohammad. Pointing 
to the head of Hussein, Atie 
brusts into tears. 

Mr. Atie is a Shi'ite, not an 
orthodox, but by birth and 
belonging- He is a member of 


Bethlehem 


(Continued from page 1) 

group of Palestinian activists 
known as the Black Panthers to 
kiU a Jew. 

In the Gaza Strip town of 
Rafah, Palestinians shot to death 
a fellow Arab suspected of col- 
laborating with Israel. Palesti- 
nians identified the man as Mem- 
douh Abu Dhair, 28, a relative of 
the Rafah mayor. 


Ffebsfea faflmc expected 


Meanwhile, Israel has set up a 
task force to cope with an ex- 
pected wave of Jews fleeing the 
rebel advance on the Ethiopian., 
capital of Addis Ababa, an im- 
migration official said Tuesday. 

Israel’s Ethiopian community 
expressed fears for the 18,000 
Jews still in Addis Ababa, and 
officials urged a deal be worked 
out for airlifting them to Israel 
before the dty falls to chaos. 

jtfichael Kleiner, chairman of 
the parliament's immigration 
committee, said Israel shou^ 
offer Ethiopian President Men- 
ejstn Hafle Mariam political asy- 
him in radamsp *w ■Bowmg *= 
re naming Jews to leave. _ 

. .. “Israel has to stop rdyn« on 

often and trnn direct), to Mea- 

gstn ind offer poBtiral g 1 ™” 
him. Us family and 
associates,” Kleiner told the 
Hadashot newspaper. 


Lebanon 


(Continued from page 1) 


lristian cabinet. 

An unidentified 
>iiah, or party of 
fly newspaper An Nabm tiwf 
e plan to disarm the militias 
foes not concern us.” 

“We don’t have heavy weapons 
fey down,” be said m m 
terview. “Our weapogaremit 
i internal battles. We do£t 

ta to ttae part 

ate. Our weapons are to » 


the country's largest religious 
group. The holiest sites of 
Sbi'ite Muslims have been 
damaged by the internal fight- 
ing during the last two months 
in Najaf and Karbala. The 
feelings of all Muslims, Shi'ites 
in particular, have been hurt 
by the sight of bullet holes, 
blood stained and bombed out 
walls at holy shrines all over 
southern Iraq. 

Mr. Atie feels his tribe has 
been attacked at its core. No 
matter how hard he tries the 
hurt will go away.. 

-Iraqis from the south feel 
particularly hurt at what they 
see as a violation of their holy 
shrines by man with arras. 

The highest Shi'ite cleric in 
the world, the Ayatollah Koui, 
a native of Najaf, was recently 
on Iraqi television with Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. The 
ayatollah is known to have 
asked for clemency for partici- 
pants in the southern rebellion. 

The government granted 
amnesty to those who had 
taken part in it under the con- 
dition that they had not killed, 
raped or looted. The amnesty 
came almost two weeks after 
the Kurds were given the same 
chance. 

During a visit to Najaf by 
members of the international 
press. Imam Koui said he bad 
hoped for an end to the blood- 
shed and condemned all those 
who had caused it. With many 
members of his immediate 
family dead and many others 
under arrest as a result of the 
internal unrest, be answered no 
questions on whether a 
clemency for members of his 
family was granted. He has 
stayed at his home in Najaf 
since the “troubles” began in 
March with the exception of 
his visit to the capital to meet 
with President Saddam. 

His consistent calls for peace 
and tranquility had come too 
late for many southern Iraqi 
Shi'ites who died fighting for 
the establishment of an Islamic 
republic and the end of foe rule 
of the Baath government in 
Baghdad. 

While southern Iraqis are 
mostly Arab Shi'ites, many 
northern Iragis are Sunni Mas-- 
Hats but non-Arabs. 

Unlike the southern Shi'ites, 
some Kurds do- not see them- 
selves as a part of the whole of 
Iraq. Their anger is often not 
directed at the U.S.-led forces 
which bombed Iraq, at Iran or 
Turkey which have outrageous 
human rights records vis-a-vis 
their Kurdish populations, but 
at the Iraqi government which 
they feel has suppressed their 
efforts to “liberate” them- 
selves. 

Most Kurds who serve in the 
govenment argue that the re- 
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mnflBg symbolising the head of Imam K^ssein, 
grandson of the Prophet Mohammad, which 
brought Suhair Atie to tears when remembtri.-^ the. 


damage that was done to the Shiite holy places 
during the March rebellion (Photo by Mariam 
Shjhin) 


bels in the north harmed the 
Kurdish population there by 
their acts of destruction and 
vandalism against local govern- 
ment institutions. “All govern- 
ment and official institutions in 
the Kurdish areas of the north 
served the welfare of the 
population living there and no- 
body else. In reality (the re- 
bels) were hurting their own 
people,” argues one Kurdish 
government official. 

Autonomy on a cultural 


level already erdsts for Iraq's 
3-4 million Kurds and political 
autonomy is not something to 
be desired, say many Kurds 
who serve in top government 


posts in Baghdad. 

Among the people who sub- 
scribe to this school of thought 
is Bahadin Ahmad, who de- 
nounced separatist Kurdish 
groups including those led by 
Jala! Talabani, who heads the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 
In the Baghdad-based official 


Kurdish daiiy. (pun of which is 
written in Arabic and part in 
Kurdish) Mr. Ahrr.ad fre- 
quently cails for an abandon- 
ment of separatist ideas in 
favour or a complete national 
union with the existing Iraqi 
state. 


Other than Shi'ites and 
Kurds there are at least 60 
other regional, ethnic or reli- 
gious groups in Iraq which do 
not fail into the category of the 


used in fighting the (Israeli) 
enemy.” 

Hizbollah comprises abont 
3,000 militants and is believed 
bilked to factions holding most of 
the 13 Westerners missing in 
Lebanon. The captives are six 
Americans, four Britons, two 
Germans said an Italian. 


A government source told 
Reuters titeUdeddedtogiveup 
its arms after receiving guaran- 
tees over the, weekend from the 
government as well as from Syria 
apd the United States — two 


main foreign power brokers in 
Lebanon. 

The LF bad said the surrender 
of weapons depended on the re- 
cruitment of militiamen into the 
army and other jobs. It means the 
impoverished government will 
have to find jobs for some 20.000 
men. 

The LF proposal had been re- 
jected by some deputies and gov- 
ernment ministers but the sources 
said the LF was told the gunmen 
would be hired under a govern- 
ment decree to be ratified by 
parliament 


(Continued from page 1» 


might happen if that doesn't hap- 
pen.” Fitzwater scid when asked 
if the administration shared the 
view-s of Republican Senate lead- 
er Robert Dole. 

Dole said on Sunday that the 
United States might have to re- 
view its aid to the Middle East if 
nations there did not agree to 
Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

Commenting on weekend news 


reports asserting that Baker's 
Mideast missions have been 
based on the fallacy that both 
Israel and her Arab neighbours 
want peace. Fitzwater said be 
could never “agree that a people 
or a government don't want 
peace.” 


The United States, he said, 
“continues to hope that both 
sides want peace. We have found 
that that has been a central yearn- 
ing of mankind throughout his- 
tory, and we assume that to be 
the case today. ’ The leaders of 
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five million Iraqi Sunni Mus- 
lims or the one million Christ- 
ians. 

As a group, the Christian 
community, which is divided 
into at least 20 different de- 
nominations but is dominated 
by the member of the Chal- 
dean community of 750.000. is 
the fourth largest group in 
Iraq. 

The right to religious prac- 
tice and affiliation has always 
been allowed by the Baath 
government. 

The city with the largest 
Christian population in Iraq, 
Mosul, was heaviiy bombarded 
by the allies during the Gulf 
war but resentment against the 
West appears to be subdued 
among the Christian pcpula-' 
non. 

As a community, the Christ- 
ians have been free to practice 
their religion and have histor- 
ically held posts of influence, 
especially in the financial and 
cultural spheres in Iraq. Mem- 
bers of the community now 
claim that to interfere s n politics 
as a minority would not work 
in their favour since many of 
their existing privileges would 
be denied them were they to 
take a position which would 
not be dose to the government 
line. 

“As a community it would 
not be beneficial for us to rock 
the boat right now. because as a 
group we have not been discri- 
minated against.” admitted 
one Chaldean member of the 
government. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
former Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz is a Christian, oui in me 
words of one family friend , "ne 
is an Iraqi first.” 

While il is difficult to find an 
Iraqi in Baghdad ^ no would 
identify hir. 1 or be.r-ci: t y & 
religious or ethi'io i/filiutsor 
Those affiliations do exist, and 
the central government cannot 
afford to ignore then. 

But to keep ethnic and reti- 
gious groups together, demo- 
cratic reforms and proportion- 
al representation as well as 
power sharing by both the ex- 
ecutive and legislative bran- 
ches of government can do the 
iob for the Iraois, according to 
observers and ordinaiy Iraqis. 
Iraqis. 

In order for that to occur, 
outside interference in favour 
of one group or another must 
end. the observers say, and the 
Iraqi people must be given a 
chance to work things out on 
their own for the sake of their 
common survival and coexist- 
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Coins: From 


gold to alloys 


By Saad G. Hattar 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Travellers these 


daj’s carry dinar*, dollars or 
pounds to pay for their travel 
and shopping expenses. Many 
already use “plastic cards. 
This is a far cry from the days 
when our grandfathers used to 
carry loads oi gold and stS-e*. 
coins on belts tighuy secured to 
rheir waists. 

But hor-' did currencies de- 
velop to take this shape and 
form? When, he" and why die 
ancient civiKsa.ic ’nir-'Cljct 
coins and or. v hat shape ani 
form? 

Answers to these queries 
would be found in ‘ Coinage o; 
The Ancient and Islamic 
World,” an illustrated book 
that recently hit the book- 
stands in Jordan 


SSEVEEW 


savs, were struck on bean- 


shaped lumps of elect rum 
naturally occuring alloy of gold 
and 1 silver. — . Those primitive 
coins were stamped on one 
side and had various weights 


and sizes. 


They remained the same un- 
til the Lydians came. They 
ntroduoed authentic one-size 


• .lue-soa.-aaerJ corns. 

Aacoridrg iO Greek histo- 
rian Herodotos, King Croesus 
.’f Lydia C560-456 B.C.) aban- 
doned electrum in favour of 
cu-tc^k y ricde of t>urs silver 
2 rr g..,id. Tt.«, th; world's 
first bimetjiie currency . which 
•nvo'vcc the principle of hav- 
ing a fixed relationship be- 
tween the values of two metals 
used for currency. 

A snort time later, the prac- 
tice of minting coins spread to 
'/Europe.. The Greek island of 
Acginc was the first to adopt 
ti’is practice and issue coins 
with a smooth-snelled sea tur- 


The writer, a Jordan Times 
staff reporter, has recently re- 
turned from a second visit to 
Iraq after the war. 


the nations involved have each 
“proclaimed that they want 
peace." he said. 

Fitzwater said it isn’t “fair to 
say that the leaders of these 
countries and the citizens that live 
there don't want peace. ! believe 
they do. They just have very 
strong feelings about how it 
should be achieved and what 
their rights are and what their 
responsibilities are. J don't think 
I could ever agree that a people 
or a government don't want 
peaceful conditions to live 
under.” 


Produced by the Amman- 
based Arab Bank, the 95-page 
book sends some light on the 
development, introduction and 
spread of coins from pre- 
historic ages to ih : Islamic 
civilisation and beyond. 

The book, jointly prepared 
in English and Arabic by Dr. 
Nayef Goussous and Dr. Kha- 
laf Tarawreh, illustrates the 
coinage spread in ancient ri' i- 
lisaiions from the Phoenician 
era to Byzantine times up to 
the Arab Revolt in modern 
history. 

According to the authors, 
the coinage of the ancient 
western world originated in the 
I Seventh Century B.C. on the 
coast of Asia Miner, in the 
regions known as Lydia and 
!or«ia — both in the vicinity of 
Izmir and Turkey. 

As direct barter proved 
often inconducive, the need 
arose for a medium of ex- 
change that was accepted by all 
traders, durable and of intrin- 


sic value. 

The first coins, the cook 


Cities of mainlaid ancient 
Greece, such as Athens and 
Corinth, also began to issue 
coins, and each city developed 
its own symbols or mint marks. 

After almost half a century 
of minting silver coins, Athens 
introduced the largest silver 
coin, a four-drachma piece 
which was the size of earlier 
coins. 

This new Athenian coinage 
became the most famous and 
was widely used up to the time 
of Alexander rhe Great. Tt was 
the first to bear the design on 
both sides of the coin. 

The book then travels to 
other civilisations through the 
history of mankind. It talks 
about the Jewish coinage, the 
Arabia Felix, the Parthian, the 
Philisto- Arabian, the Roman 
provincial, the Sassanian and 
the Islamic coinage. 

Of recent history, the illus- 
trations shed light on the Otto- 
man currencies and the coins 
used during the Great Arab 
Revolt at the turn of the cen- 
turv. 
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CHIBA, Japan (R) — Big-match 
experience helped defending 
champions Sweden come from 
behind to pip Yugoslavia 3-2 for 
we men’s team title at the World 
Table Tennis Championships 
Tuesday. 

Sweden, playing in their fifth 
straight final, had more strength 
m depth and know-how than the 
Yugoslavs, who beat them in the 
preliminary round but who were 
all newcomers to the pressure of a 
World Championship title mztch. 

Jorge n Persson, the least cele- 
brated of the big-name Swedes, 
was their hero. 

Forced into playing the decid- 
ing match because of an earlier 
shock loss by world champion 
Jan-Qve Waldoer, the tail world 
number four kept his nerve to 
defeat Uija Lupuiesku 21-18 23- 
.21 in a_ tense encounter. 

After taking the winning point. 


Persson sank back on Lhe mar 
more in relief than celebration. 

"Everything was down to 
Jorgen (Persson) and he re- 
sponded magnificently." said 
coach Anders Thunstrom. 

"We expected a dose match as 
they defeated us 3-0 in the 
group." 

Yugoslav coach Milivoj Kara- 
kasevic was saddened but not 
disheartened by the defeat. 

"Before the championships our 
expectation was quite modest — 
to finish in the top eight," he 
said. “We reached the final and 
of course we are sad lost but 
when we wake up tomorrow 
morning ws will realise that this is 
an enormous success." 

TTje first all-European final for 
38 years, following 10 rime?' 
champions China’s quarter-final 
loss to Czechoslovakia, was tight- 


■y contested throughout. 

Ei-rooesn champion Mikael 
Appzlgreo overcame a second set 
siuir? in his match with Zcran 
Kalinic :c win 21-13 1S-21 21-10 
to get die Swedes off to a flying 
start. 

Bus V/aldaer. beaten twice in 
group matches, played like a 
corr.rle:; notice against Zoran 
Frimcrac and succumbed tamely 

2M4 zi-n. 

Trat win boosted the Yugos- 
lavs. piaying in their first final 
since 1975. and European men's 
double* champions Primorac and 
Luptijeski! craftily carved out a 
21-16 21-19 win to put the outsid- 
ers in the driving seat. 

7»’s*dncr. his composure re- 
gainei. was ~ completely diffe- 
rin’ play* r in his second singles 
Kaiinic. who beat him in 
L'~t:r match. 


The world champion bit a 
series of superb backhand and 
forehand winners to swamp Kali- 
nic 21-9 21-8 and save the Swedes 
from defeat. 

"There is a big difference be- 
tween playing him in the group 
and in a World Championship 
final." said Kafinic. 

“I was psychologically weak 
and could not shoulder the great 
responsibility." 

Mental fragility also hindered 
Lupuiesku in the title decider- He 
took slim leads against Persson 
on several occasions but could 
not drive home the advantage. 

“1 was very nervous but 1 
thought I had a good chance as be 
had only beaten me twice be- 
fore." said Persson. “I knew I 
just had to keep cool and keep 
my game together to win." 


imaranch opens ASHeareiia Olympic 


ATLANTA (AP) — The presi- 
dent of the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) opened Atlan- 
ta's Olympic offices and advised a 
city facing protests over its plan- 
ned Olympic Stadium that unity 
is the key to success. 

Juan Antonio Samaranch aiso 
met with Cable television poineer 
Ted Turner, whose Goodwill 
Games are considered a rival by 
the IOC president, and said he 
was “very happy” with that meet- 
ing. 

Samaranch, who avoided pro- 
testers from Atlanta's Sum- 
merhill Neighbourhood during 
his visit, said he wasn't surprised 
that there are protests because 
'■xt will alwaya have pro clems to 
settle.*’ 

He urged dty officials to seek 
unity, saying “unity is essential to 
frr games.” 

tfrt office t: :he 
Atlanta Committee for the Olym- 


pic Games, Samaranch started a 
clock th 2 t showed 1,910 days and 
three hours before the opening 
ceremonies in 1996. 

His goal in visiting Atlanta, 
Samaranch said, was to tell orga- 
nises they are not alone, “zl! the 
Olympic movement will work 
with them." 

He said he probably will be 
back once or twice a year, noi io 
inspect the city's progress, “but 
to help and to work together." 

Samaranch said South Africa 
would be welcomed back to the 
Olympic Games once internal 
political and sport prDbie’ms are 
solved. 

Samaranch said the racial prob- 
lems in South Africa ,.r.ci rhi: 
country's role in the ana 

the games are “African pror- 
lem(s) that nun be by 

African*.” 

San.jra-._i: jaw-. So-i-a 
President f.’w. de Kier't b: - ;- 


premised the three main remain- 
ing epartheid laws will be re- 
volted In June. 

Then. Samaranch said, “in ev- 
ery srer there must be a multira- 
cial governing body” recognised 
ov ihc international federation 
teat control.: the sron. Teams 
recognised by the international 
federations will be welcome at 
the 1992 games in Barcelona. 

Former A.tlanta Mayor 
Ar.drew Young, who is black, 
said he's ready ro welcome a 
South African team to Atlanta in 
1996 because “I'm convinced 
have these problems solved 
by then." 

fimaranch c aid he expected a 
f znf he hoped 

£h4 cifj.;-tion ir. Iraq would tetum 
tc ncma! ar.d tha: the country, 
csflsed from ;hr Asi-n Ca;u«.5 
i i&vi-fza j-'.uwait. wi.'jIl? 
p«rv.'.' k. ai u=e j^rctslora 
rjr.:.' Olympics. 


Union losing 


soccer players I© oue 


itHnes* coszii'ines 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Soviet soccer 
superstars are being lured abroad 
by multimiDion-dollar contracts, 
while Soviet teams 2 re suffering 
the loss of key players who nu.y 
take years to replace. 

“When our superstars ... leave 
to play abroad, that’s a loss for 
oar country and for Soviet soc- 
cer." said Vyacheslav Koloskov, 
chairman of the Soviet Soccer 
Federation and a vice president 
of the International Soccer Asso- 
ciation (FIFA). 

“Now, we have no equal re- 
placements for them because it 
takes a long time and much effort 
to raise such excellent players.” 
he said. 

In the past year, halfback 
Alexei ivJikhailicfcenko bolted 
from Dynamo Kiev to play for 
Sampdoria, Italy; Castellon, 


Spain, lured striker Igor IDobro- 
volsky away from Dynamo Mos- 
cow; and Spartak Moscow lost its 
defender Vagiz Kh : diyatii!t;n to 
France's Toulouse fo: abour a 
year. 

Amid the moves. FIFA de- 
cided to give Soviet soccer play- 
ers full professional st?t::s. Knics- 
kov said, allowing them to sigr. 
contracts with foreign ciubs. 

The decision undercut the 
Soviet Spcrrs Ministry Goffcoms- 
pert, whica has claimed that ail 
athletes were amateurs. The 
Soviet and FIFA, classification 
had restricted Scvie* players from 
playing for Western clubs, incugl* 
they were offered multimulion 
deals by Western teams. 

Goskomspon also has stopped 
enforcing its year-old rule pro- 


hibiting players from playing 
abroad if they are younger than 
2S. The rzie initially kept Dobro- 
vs'sfcy and strikers blec Protasov 
anJ Yuri 5av;chev from signing 
with Cdympiakos of Piraeus, 
Greece. 

V.TJfo Soviet soccer generally 
may suffer, 'he teams can earn a 
fee for sending players abroad. 

“When i club sends its star to 
A .y abrsad. ii envisages him as a 
po • ;rri:S financial source for it." 
K:*..:s:<c j said. “That allows the 
cl-o to gee out of poverty and 
spend Lite money for developing 
its infrastructure. 

“They have dedicated them- 
selves for the service of their 
country and Soviet soccer and 
deser e encouragement” to go 
abroad, Koloskov said. 


Smaranch said the result of his 
meeting with Turner is that “we 
will work together. 

“I was very happy with this 
meeting,” Samaranch said. Offi- 
cials of the IOC and Tomer’s 
Cable networks will meet in June 
to continae discussions. 

He said he sees “dose coopera- 
tion" with Turner's Cable News 
Network and added that “all is 
possible" when asked if the 
Olympic Committee might recog- 
nise Turner’s Goodwill Games. 

Samaranch, who had just vi- 
sited Salt Lake Citv. Utah, a 
bidder for the 1998 Winter 
Games, would not comment on 
whether the IGC would award 
two consecutive games to Amer- 
ican cities. 

“All the members cf the IOC 
who visited Sal: Lake City, they 
are very, very much impressed,” 
Samaranch said. 


Suarez 
sacked as 
Spain’s 
national 
coach 

MADRID (R) — Spain, strug- 
gling to qualify for next year's 
European Soccer Championship, 
have sacked coach Luis Suarez 
who has come under intense cri- 
ticism following a run of four 
games without a win. 

Spanish Football Federation 
President Angel Villar said he 
had informed Suarez of his deci- 
sion Monday night, but added 
that no successor had been 
chosen. 

“The situation has become un- 
sustainable. Suarez has been criti- 
cised by ail sides.” he said. 
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Boris Becker 


Bruguera denies Becker 
1st tennis title on clay 


MONTE CARLO (R) — Spain’s 
Sergi Bruguera denied Boris 
Becker a first title on clay when 
he won the Monte Carlo Open in 
a four-hour thriller spread over 
two days. 

Bruguera, the latest sensation 
on the surface, upset the German 
world number two 5-7 6-4 7-6 7-6 
to snatch his 16th victory in 17 
matches on clay this season. 

The match was interrupted in 
the first set Sunday when rain 
washed out play. 

It was the second career title 
for the 20-year-old from Barcelo- 
na. He won his first in Estoril 
earlier this month before 
reaching the final in his native 
city, beating Becker in the quar- 
terfinals. 

But it was a big disappointment 


for Becker, who said his main 
goal this season was to win a day 
court tournament, after losing his 
two previous finals on the sur- 
face, here in 1989 and in Ham- 
burg last year. 

Yet the German, who bids to 
win the French Open, the only 
Grand Slam event to elude him, 
showed he had improved a lot 
and may soon break the jinx. 

Bruguera was die most consis- 
tent in a fluctuating final, in 
which each player took control 
and faltered in turn. 

Both players looked ill at ease 
as their duel resumed in the 
sunshine. Becker, leading 5-4 
o- erniafct, lesi his serve for 5-5. 

Two service winners and a 
punishing forehand gave him the 
set 7-5 on his second attempt. 



FORECAST FOR THURSDAY . MAY 2 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrotoger^Carr, It Rtfhter Fo mdation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Double check whatever you have 
m mind and make sure that you 
take into coasderatiou all the fac- 
tors involved and that you have a 
real awareness of exactly what 
your options are. 

AMES : (March 21 to April 19) A 
young creative person wffl aid you 
greatly at your activities. Divide 
your time today more sensibly 
between business and social in- 
terest. 


TAURUS: (April 20 lo May 20) 
Ou tside data you now uncover can 
be ned in your advantage m your 
borin cn- Delve more deeply into 
your own special gifts so you can 
express them. 

^GEMINI: (May 2i to June 21) 
Sooae diffic ulty at work now b e in g 
m back of you, fafl speed ahead. A 
trip with a jovial friend now win 
relieve you of much tension. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
Juiy21) Make sure you do not get 
friends involved in your business 
affairs. C3um your tardy now by 
■pending more boms with them. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Join 
your attractive friends now in quiet 
r e c r e a t i on, entertainment- Follow 
your heart and net your head m 
dealing with attachment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You can use an unusual situa- 
tion at your activities to greatly 


advance your interest. Your home 
now should be the centre for a 
gathering. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Do everything possible now to 
get your home in the best possible 
condition. Take your mate into the 
world of modern, interesting 
activity. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) It’s alright to go on a trip 
with a friend but don’t take an 
■unpleasant friend. It is not the time 
to commit yooneff to a new pro- 
ject. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You are able to do 
something special now that will 
greatly delight a friend. You can be 
happy at home by expressing yon r 
own harmony. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Now a p rog res s ive 
expect gives you the fowdown for 
increasing your assets. Join forces 
with an enthusiastic associate for 
better renin. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take as many jaxmls to 
interesting places as pOeribfc with 
good friends. Contact an under- 
standing companion who has 
knowledge that you need. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Take your own das with you to 
places of amusement and have a 
great time. A good day for you and 
mate to do some outside acti v i ti es. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
L TANNAH HIRSCH 

’'V'O Trttkl.i<* Win : Srr.KO-s Inc 


COMBINE YOUR CHANCES 


Both vulnerable. Suuih deal:.. 
NORTH 
9 J 3 
■ 8 5 2 
7 2 

♦ A J 9 8 5 3 

WEST EAST 

♦ 10 8 A 5 2 ♦ y 9 7 

K J 7 6 "1)94 

9 4 . K 10 8 6 

*62 * Q 7 4 

SOITH 

♦ A K 4 

a io j 

. A Q J 5 J 
+ K 10 

The bidding: 

South Wm North East 

2 NT Pa* 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pa* 

Opening lead: Five of * 

Before reading on. study the dia- 
gram, then selea the best line to 
land South's ihree-no-inimp con- 
tract. It's not as simple as ii looks, 
but not so difficult dial it shouldn't 
be found at die table. 

The auction is straightforward 
enough. Note that North had no 
interest in an 1 1-lrick contract, even 
though he held a six-cird minor 
suit — he assumed that his long suit 
would be a source of tricks in a no 
trump contract. 

As a matter of course, dummy's 


jack of spades should be played to 
the first I nek. Unfmiurtatelj. East 
produces ihe queen. Since j on don’t 
want a heart shift, you -.vin in hand. 
How do vou proceed? 

The guilciess approach is to take 
ihc club finesse, an cvcn-monc.v 
shot. If it works and the suit breaks 
3-2. you arc home. 7 here is a better 
line, though. Cash the king and ace 
of tidbs in an ai tempi io drop the 
queen. If >he lady doesn't appear, 
take the diamond finesse. Since you 
need only four diamond tricks for 
the contract, this line works when- 
ever diamonds are 3- J or when East 
has a doubktnn king. 

Not bad. but further improve- 
ment is possible. A! trick two. lead 
the ten of dubs. 

If West covers with (he queen, let 
him hold the trick and you can later 
run ihe club suit by overtaking the 
king with the acc. If West follows 
low. insert the jack. East cannot 
afford to win this trick, so you then 
try the diamond finesse. If that 
wins, overtake the king of clubs in 
in attempt to drop the queen. Still 
no luck, but you arc in dummy to 
repeat the diamond finesse. Since 
the cards are distributed as in the 
diagram, you have scored a bull's- 
eye wiih the last arrow in your 
quiver. 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MAY I, #9* 

Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make plans with good friends early 
bat brer do nothing of a soda! 
nature that could cause any apse* 
in your present satisfactory rela- 
tionship. 

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Attend early to those ontside 
chores or worldly obttaations and 
then you are able to quietly do the 
things that can free vital time m the 
future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have some new situation that you 
can do cons i derable amount in the 
morning but then quickly return to 
usual duties that you understand 
and are at home with. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you have in 
- mind drat does necessitate a con- 
venation to dear up in some 
annoying details is OK early after 
which do nothing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get 
that new agreement with partners 
the first dung in the morning and 
then cany through without refer- 
ring situation to this associate la- 
ter. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have some pretty clever 
means by which to get work done 
early so you cap later take tilings 
easy and Jmild up your health and 
wed-being. 

LIBRA: (Se pt embe r 23 to October 
22) Take some time out now to 
have some pleasant times early for 
late aspects change and it is neces- 
sary that yon do refrain from being 
with unreliable persons. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) -If you have anything im- 
portant to dd, do it eariy fbr later 
you find that all kinds of 
annoyances can arise ro annoy and 
disturb yon today. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the moment 
for you to show that you are the 
one who does your assignments 
quietly and without raising anger 
with anyone ebe. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatcver you have in 
mind >hnr is financial in its nature 
requires careful and astute hand- 
ling now so avoid extravagance and 
fnvofity. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out to get 
yourself in the pink of condition 
this day in both health and appear- 
ance and avoid some social groups 
where trouble could ensue. 
PISCES: (February 29 to March 
29) A day to make sure you get rid 
of all the personal and ini date little 
problems faring you and to sides- 
tep the limitations that cause trou- 
ble. 

Today’s dfld: If your child were 
born today she or he is apt to be 
quite shy and will need to be 
brought out tenderly and carefully 
to avoid damage that may result 
from exposure to the wrong per- 
sons. In later years this child wiD 
have an unusual ability to aid 
others in finding their right niche in 
this world. 

•* The stars impel, they do not 
compel, wbaiyou make of your life 
is largely up to you. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

HAFWS8-2J j 


JF< 


CHIPS 


"My doctor told me to eat more 
meatless meals. This is my 
seventh one today.” 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


TAVIL 


DANGL 


INFISH 


HERTAG 


Print answer here: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

f That'B Bw CofTwnlasicnar ^ 

I ot Fruit Stands 

/ !£* 

=!=? / » *T". 


we know how he 
got where he is 

— i lux* 


A POLITICAL PLUM 
16 A FRUIT THAT'S 
PKOSABLY pkopucep 
5Y THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
torn) the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: HAZEL YACHT JIGGLE GUNNER 

Answer Another name far Infancy — 

THE "CHANGING" AGE 


THE Daily Crossword by Many Johnson 


ACROSS 

1 Aegean inlet 
6 Smelting 

residue 

10 Cay south of 
Danas 

14 "There is — to 
the loftiest 
height' (Carlyle) 

15 Oner 
18 Askew 

17 Spotted horso 

18 Piece of nows 

19 Prana donna 

20 Begm quote 

23 SsinOofl 

24 Tams umbrage 

25 Mcsiened me 
turkey 

29 Performance 

31 Happen again 

32 Soft rock 

37 BeOoum 

38 Voting places 

39 Eve's son 

40 Author o< quote 

42 Besom 

43 Dam 

44 Grooms 

45 ' — a painted 
Ship. " 
(Coleridge) 

49 Chit 

50 End or quote 

56 Son ol Setn 

57 Goes wrong 

58 Custom 

60 Sound 

61 M Latique 

62 Wear away 

63 War god 

64 Method: abor. 

65 Madrid man 

DOWN 
t Foot 

2 Samoan city 

3 Pealed 

4 Preminger 

5 MatiAe 

6 Playground item 

7 Stringed 

instrument 

8 To snener 

9 Candy 

10 WaBis m water 

11 Animated 


!■■ aau ann 


C1991 Infio* Mfldm Inc 

AI RwjftLt q nwvt . 1 


12 Witch group 

13 Museum display 

21 Performed 

22 Tidings 

25 Boas: 

26 Dynamic stan 

27 Wound mane 

28 Cylinder 

29 Goose 

30 Corridor 

32 Soft 
dnnk 

33 Weed 

34 Woodwind 

35 Inert cas 

36 Trees 

38 L!ght trears 

41 Risde — 
(sweetbread) 

42 Grazes 

44 Hawaiian dish 

45 " — kick out ol 
vou" 

48 Contributor 

47 Sierra — 

48 Curves 

49 SmaU map 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


Boom iicimran nnnn 
noinn onsnrr nomo 
nranra annnnrcnnnrj 
annaanna nnannn 
cinnn0-..E]0nn 
rannsn ^noanEinn 
fiorq Qmnnn tiro 
nnnn ninDHR nann 
nnaa 

anranorann nnano. 

• . -nnrau nraaon 
HDPiHnn- RnnsHHRB 
nnnnmmnnnn nnnn 
nrmn mraann nrann 
nnnn annmi Bnsn 


51 Quarry 

52 Coffee pots 

53 Levaret 


54 Poetic black 

55 Prank 

59 Land: abbr. 













: i£ 
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Japan wants IMF to create money 
to avert international credit crunch 


Bank deposit insurance institution 
in Jordan undergoes ‘labour pains 9 


WASHINGTON (R) — Japan 
Monday called on the Interna* 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
create money to help head off a 
global credit crunch, but the 
proposal immediately ran into 
opposition from the United 
States and Germany. 

Under the Japanese plan, the 
IMF would hand out* “Special 
Drawing Rights (SDRs)” the 
fund's own correny, to its 155 
members, thus boosting their 
financial reserves and giving them 
added borrowing and spending 
power. 

‘To address tbe problem of 
global resource shortage... the 
possibility * of an allocation of 
SDRs might be studied and pur- 
sued/' Japanese Finance Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto told the 
IMF’s policymaking interim com- 
mittee. 

He proposed that the IMF staff 
study the Japanese plan and re- 
port back to member govern- 
ments a year from now. 

Bundesbank President Karl 


Otto Poe hi said Germany is 
Opposed to an increase in the 
number of SDRs to alleviate li- 
quidity shortages in certain coun- 
tries. 

“We are strictly against it," he 
said after a meeting of the Group 
of Seven nations, arguing that it 
would misuse the special curren- 
cy. Such a creation of money 
should be based on global need 
and not on liquidity shortages of 
certain nations, he said. 

SDRs were created out of a 
basket of five leading currencies 
in 1970 to provide reserves for 
countries in response to the spir- 
alling global economic growth of 
the 1960s. Tbe last allocation of 
SDRs was in 1981. 

Japan has proposed that in- 
dustrial nations — which would 
take up nearly half of any SDR 
allocation by the IMF — lend the 
money back to the fund. It could 
then use the cash to help develop- 
ing nations following tough eco- 
nomic reforms. 

Part of the money could be 


used as bridging loans, to help 
developing countries rope with 
economic emergencies until other 
funds become available. 

Tokyo says the plan would help 
meet burgeoning capital needs? 
from economic reform in eastern 
Europe to reconstruction of the 
Middle East. 

The United States joined Ger- 
many in its opposition of the 
proposal, arguing that for the 
IMF to create money out of thin 
air through an SDR allocation 
now would be inflationary. 

The SDR is made up of the 
U.S. dollar, the Japanese yen, 
the German mark, the British 
pound and the French franc. 

While it is not used in commer- 
cial transactions, it plays an im- 
portant role for tbe IMF and its 
member countries, allowing gov- 
ernments' to use the currency in 
transactions and operations 
among themselves, the IMF and 
certain other institutions. 

The Japanese proposal has won 
some support — from France. 


Belgium and the IMF itself. 

Although Japan has not said 
now how many SDRs could be 
issued, French Finance Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy mentioned a 
figure of S30 billion or $40 billion 
worth of SDRs. One SDR is 
valued at $1.33. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus has backed 
the Japanese plan and expressed 
hopes it would lead to a bigger 
role for tbe SDR in the interna- 
tional monetary system. 

Proponents of the SDR have 
long hoped it would replace the 
U.S. dollar as the anchor of the 
world monetary system, but 
opposition from the United 
States and other major nations 
has prevented that. 

Japan in the past bas opposed 
an SDR allocation. 

But Hashimoto said that the 
Japanese idea of setting up a 
special pool of funds that can be 
targetted on developing nations 
pursuing economic reforms is 
attractive. 


E. Europe warned not to rely 
on long-term Western help 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
world's richest industrial nations 
Monday warned the countries of 
eastern Europe not to expect an 
unlimited flow of Western help to 
whip their economies into shape. 

Meeting in Washington, fi- 
nance ministers and central bank- 
ers from the Group of Ten (G-10) 
leading industrial states said 
financing to help the East in- 
crease vital imports like machine 
tools could only be temporary — 
and limited. 

The G-10, winch actually com- 
prises 11 countries, groups the 
United States. Canada, Japan. 
Britain, Italy , France, Germany, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, 
Sweden and Switzerland. 

Belgian Finance Minister Phi- 
lippe Maystadt, tbe G-10 chair- 
man, said eastern European 
countries had to realise Western 


government assistance could not 
pay for ambitious reform prog- 
rammes. 

“Some countries will need 
more resources than the official 
sector could provide/’ he told a 
news conference. 

The only way forward was for 
countries to stand on their own by 
enacting painful market reforms 
to encourage domestic savings and 
attract foreign investors. 

“A successful transition would 
stimulate domestic savings and 
attract, over time, autonomous 
private capital inflows." said a 
statement issued by the G-10 
after its meeting. 

On the surface the G-10 
appeared united, but some ten- 
sions did surface, dividing the 
United States and west European 
nations on bow to share the bur- 
den of financing eastern Europe's 


economic recovery. 

Both France and Britain said 
the cost of bailing out the East be 
shared equally among all rich 
countries — stopping short of 
criticising any one country. But 
Germany accused the United 
States of failing to pull its weight. 

Horst, Koehler, state secretary 
in the German finance ministry, 
described a U.S. contribution of 
$15 million to a SI billion official 
credit to Czechoslovakia as “a 
joke”. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady hit back, saying 
exports from eastern European 
countries to the Soviet Union 
were being displaced by export 
credit schemes — the way one 
country promises cheap finance 
to a country when it agrees to 
import its products. Brady’s re- 
mark was an apparent reference 


to Germany, officials at tire meet- 
ing said. 

Differences also surfaced over 
bow for the West should go in 
writing off eastern Europe's 
debts. 

Maystadt said last month's 50 
per cent writedown of Poland's 
official debt to Western creditor 
aations would not set a precedent 
for other debtors. 

French Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy disagreed, suggesting 
that ocher G-10 members should 
consider granting countries in ex- 
ceptional difficulties the same 
terms offered to Poland. 

The G-10 said eastern Euro- 
pean countries would not find a 
painless way to successfully tran- 
sit from a state-dominated eco- 
nomy to one based on free- 
maiiets. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Wall Street’s overnight fall was countered by a firm 
yen and programme buying. The Nikkei average lost 12.43 points 
to 26,111.25. 

SYDNEY — Profit-taking followed three days of gains. The All 
Ordinaries index slumped 24.2 points to end at 1534.2. 

HONG KONG — Stocks fell steadily until lower levels triggered 
buy orders. The Hang Seng index slid 36.36 to 3,588-36. 

SINGAPORE — Profit-taking pushed down prices. The Straits 
Times index which hit 1,566.75 at noon, the highest since July, 
dosed 4.7 points down at 1,553.94 

FRANKFURT — German shares dosed an unanimated session 
easier ahead of the May Day holiday. The DAX index ended 
down 14.49 points at 1,605.79. 

ZURICH — Shares saw a late rally in response to Wall Street but 
the SPI index dosed at 1,073.7, down 5.1. 

PARIS — The CAC-40 index fell 18.17 points to 1,779.18, 
shrugging off a cut in the U.S. discount rate as the bourse wound 
down for the May Day holiday. 

LONDON — Shares eased back when Wall Street failed to hold 
all the gains made on the U.S. discount rate cut. The FTSE index 
dosed at 2,486.3, down 11.9. 

NEW YORK — Shares jumped at the opening bell on a half-point 
cut in the Federal Reserve’s discount rate, then slipped back on 
doubts that the U.S. economy would revive. At 1522 GMT the 
Dow Jones industrials were up 20.79 points to 2,897.77. 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The highly con- 
troversial theme of insuring bank 
deposits became more conten- 
tious Monday evening when 
bankers and economists hotly de- 
bated the steps being taken for 
setting up an institution for that 
purpose in Jordan. 

Opening the economic meet- 
ing, which was the second among 
the many planned by the Associa- 
tion of Banks in Jordan ( ABJ ) for 
this year. Dr. Abdallah Al Mallei, 
the ABJ head, mentioned that 
the proposed entity was under an 
advanced stage of consideration 
having received a draft copy of 
regulations in that regard from 
the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ). 

He even expected the CBJ to 
launch the institution later this 
year. 

“Insuring bank deposits draws 
many who support the idea and as 
many from the opposite camp 
who defend every rule of free 
market/' the lecturer. Mr. 
Ahmad Nammari. told the audi- 
ence. 

Mr. Nammari, an economic 
writer and a senior staff member 
ar the Arab Banks Union, de- 
tailed the parties in favour of such 
an entity as being (he central 
banks and the small banks of 
unsophisticated management that 
encounter difficulties in attracting 
deposits and cannot compete well 
with larger or foreign financial 
institutions. 

Another sector, Mr. Nammari 
added, is the group of people who 
argue that the economic sophis- 
tication of modem life has given 
the financial institutions an ex- 
ceptionally important role where- 
by any instability at any of them 
would undermine the national 
economy, hitting small and large 
companies in the private and 
public sectors alike. 

Citing the example of the Un- 
ited States in the 1930s, when 
thousands of banks went bank- 
rupt. trailing thousands of various 
other companies and economic 
activities into the Great Depress- 
ion, the lecturer pointed to the 
security and stability that tbe 
U.S. reintroduced after adopting 


the world’s first ever insurance 
scheme on bank deposits. 

He also pointed to Lebanon, 
where tbe Intra-Bank insolvent? 
in 1966 wiped out the savings of 
nearly 40,000 depositors and 
greatly shook other banks and 
companies prompting the govern- 
ment to establish a fund to ensure 
deposits in 3967. 

Controversy appeared when 
Mr. Nammari mentioned that the 
U.S. insurance entity was nowa- 
days in a bad financial shape and 
even straggling for survival and 
that Edmond Naim, the governor 
of the Lebanese Central Bank, 
has recently recommended the 
scrapping of the similar body in 
Lebanon while suggesting 
alternative security for bank de- 
positors. 

Mr. Nammari said that the 
subject of an insurance fund for 
bank deposits was also a conten- 
tious issue in Egypt, although 
some forms of such a fund were 
operating normally in India, 
Canada and Britain. 

Turning to Jordan, tbe lecturer 
said that citizens mistakenly think 
that the CBJ guarantees bank 
deposits. He attributed the public 
view to historical events when the 
CBJ intervened to stabilise the 
financial situation in two local 
banks which encountered difficul- 
ties in the past. 

Mr. Nammari also dismissed 
any linkage between tbe case of 
Petra Bank and the current* 
moves to set up the deposit insur- 
ance institution saying that, as it 
is usually the case, people tend to 
tie a rescue plan to a recent crisis. 

Stressing that there was no 
linkage, he noted that the 1971 
CBJ law included a clause to set 
up, if need be, a deposit insur- 
ance institution, but said that this 
remained unimplemented until 
1983 when the CBJ and the ABJ 
revived the idea through a ques- 
tionaire on whether such an in- 
stitution was really necessary. 

In 1990, Mr. Nammari added, 
the subject was being formulated 
into a draft statute for further 
discussions. 

Outlining the main points of 
the draft statute for the proposed 
entity, Mr. Nammari said it was 
envisaged at a JD 2 million capit- 
al. 50 per cent of which would be 


U.S. central bank 
cuts Interest rate 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Reserve (Fed), stepping 
up its fight against the U.S. reces- 
sion, lowered a key short-term 
interest rate by one-haif point 
Tuesday, to 5.5 per cent. 

The drop was the third in die 
benchmark discount rate since 
Dec. 18, reflecting growing con- 
cern over the downturn in the 
American economy. 

Such a move usually results in 
lower interest on other loans, 
including consumer credit, and 
thus stimulates spending and eco- 
nomic growth. 

The Fed had been under grow- 
ing pressure from President 
George Bush's administration in 
recent weeks to do more to fight 
the downturn in the U.S. eco- 
nomy with lower interest rates. 

Bush urged the Fed to lower 
the rate last week. 

Tuesday’s action was likely to 
be followed by reductions in a 
variety of consumer and business 
interest rates. Some analysts said 
they looked for commercial 
banks to drop their prime lending 
rate. 

The Fed lowered the discount 
rate from 6.5 per cent to 6.0 per 
cent on Feb. 1, just six weeks 
after pushing it down from seven 
per cent to 6.5 per cent. 

The Bush administration and 
most economists acknowledge 
the American economy is in a 
recession and the Fed moves 
were strong signals that it in- 
tended to combat the weakening 
economy with easier credit. 

The Labour Department has 
reported the nation’s unemploy- 
ment rate jumped to 6.8 per cent 
in March, its highest rate in more' 
than four years. The rate had 
risen to 6.5 per cent in February. 


The 0.3 per cent increases in both 
months were the largest since 
1986. 

Since last summer, more than 
two million jobs have been lost, 
most in the construction and 
manufacturing industries. 

And, department statistics 
show that consumer prices fell 0.1 
per cent in March, the first de- 
cline in almost five years. The 
Fed had kept interest rates high 
in an attempt to curb inflation. 

The discount rate represents 
the interest the Fed charges on 
loans to banks and other financial 
institutions. A decrease often re- 
sults in less expensive costs for 
other short-term loans such as 
adjustable- rate mortgages and car 
loans. 

In fact, banks began lowering 
their prime rate — the rate they 
charge their best customers — 
immediately after the Fed acted 
in February. If fell to nine per 
cent from the 9.5 per cent level 
reached shortly after the Decem- 
ber discount rate cut. 

Until December, the discount 
rate had remained at seven per 
cent since Feb. 24, 1989, when 
the central bank raised it from 6.5 
per cent to slow the economy in 
an attempt to curb inflation. The 
December reduction was the first 
since August 1986. 

However, the central bank bad 
been slowly easing the federal 
funds rate that peaked at 9.75 per 
cent in tbe spring of 1989 as 
evidence mounted that the eco- 
nomy was becoming dangerously 
weak. That rate was lowered 
from 6.75 per cent to 6.25 per 
cent on Feb. 1 and to 6.0 per cent 
on March 8 within hours after the 
February unemployment report 
was released. 


a CBJ equity with the other 50 
per cent shared by commercial 
and specialised banks and finan- 
cial companies, each according to 
a percentage of its capital to 
overall capital. 

It was also suggested that each 
bank pay a two per thousand 
dinars of its total deposits in 
Jordanian dinars as an annual 
contribution to the fund to cover 
a maximum of JD 20,000 of a 
deposit a bank holds for each 
client. 

The draft statute recom- 
mended investing the money of 
the proposed entity in govern- 
ment or government-guaranteed 
bonds and said that it be gov- 
erned by a board of directors 
made up of seven members, four 
of whom from the government 
and three from the private sector, 
to be chosen by the ABJ. 

Avoiding any reference to 
guarantees on loans or any other 
form of bank credit, the draft 
statute also provided tax exemp- 
tion on the amounts paid in the 
fund. 

Mr. Nammari stated his 
opposition to the scheme defend- 
ing his position by saying that 
total dinar deposits in Jordan 
averaged JD 2 billion, of which 
JD 1.2 billion were held by only 
two major banks. 

He calculated that these two 
big banks would be the most 
burdened tinder the insurance 
scheme in terms of profitability. 

Other attendants voiced their 
fears that tbe proposed insurance 
institution would raise tbe cost of 
funds for banks and may result in 
higher interest rates while a few 
saw the scheme as detrimental to 
encouraging banks to modernise 
and develop by preparing special-, 
ised and honest cadres. 

The majority, however, stood 
against the idea in principle, 
arguing that honesty and internal 
and external audit by a bank, an 
auditor and the CBJ. were key 
issues to centre efforts around 
rather than setting up a new 
institution which may in the fu- 
ture further weaken banking 
standards, management and 
vigor. 

“Why create the scheme when 
tbe rescue operation would come 
after the disaster or (the ruining 



Ahmad Al Nammari 

of Basra)/’ one commented. 

Mr. Ahmad Abdul Fattah, a 
CBJ senior employee who 
attended the meeting, fiercely de- 
fended establishing the insurance 
body saying that the central bank 
oversees the general policies of 
banks and should not be expected 
to monitor every account in a 
bank. 

Therefore, he said, such an 
entity would see to it that tiling 
are more in line and in order at a 
bank because it would also weigh 
the risks of that bank when grant- 
ing credit. 

Discussions broadened at this 
stage questioning the amount of 
insurance coverage, the type and 
tenor of deposits and the restric- 
tion on the investments of the 
proposed body. 

The government management 
of the insurance fund was also 
questioned as well as the percen- 
tage that banks should pay of 
their deposits to the fund. 

Mr. Nammari raised an impor- 
tant question when he asked how 
such an insurance entity for de- 
posits could function effectively 
and logically when the CBJ 
allows a bank to lend about 25 
per cent of its capital to a single 
client. 

He said other banking regula- 
tions should be amended to give 
the proposed institution a chance 
to succeed. 

Mr. Mousa Shehadeh, the Isla- 
mic Bank head, criticised the 
scheme as un-Isfamic and, he 
said, as far as his bank was 
concerned, the matter was dosed 
for discussion. 



Brady seeks new 
body to help MM, 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A new 
fund for long-term help to coun- 
tries in the Middle East was 
proposed Monday by U.S. Treas- 
ury Secretary Nicholas Brady. 

Theo Waigel, West Germany’s 
minister of finance, said countries 
there must mainly make their 
own effort to work together and 
“overcome the conflicts in their 
societies.” Outside help in a first 
period would be necessary at the 
start, he acknowledged. 

Both men spoke at a dosed 
door meeting of the interim com- 
mittee, which steers the policy of 
155 governments in the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Versions of their statements were 
distributed to reporters. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker earlier this year floated the. 
idea of a new intergovernmental 
development bank for the Middle 
East, but won little support. The 
administration of President 
George Bush has been interested 
in making something more lasting 
out of the Gulf crisis financial 
coordination group. It collected 
more than $16 billion to help tbe 
countries hardest hit by the war, 
especially Jordan, Tnrkey and 
•Egypt. 

“We believe that an effective 
approach supporting long term 
development in the Middle East 
would be one that is closely 
associated with the World Bank 
and the IMF," Brady told the 
meeting. 

“This could be through the 
establishment of a fund, facility 
or subsidiary within the World 
Bank, supported or coordinated 
with the IMF," be said. 

Hie bank, the fund’s sister 


Nicholas Brady 

organisation, is the biggest sour a 
of aid to the Third World. It ha 
the same 155 member countrie 
as the fund, including Israel 
which does not belong to Middli 
East bodies. 

Norman Lamont, Britain’: 
chancellor of the exchequer, salt 
the countries in the region thus 
themselves take the lead. He 
recommended attention to th< 
ideas of the bank on how they car 
develop effectively. 

At a news conference before 
the meeting, French Finance 
Minister Pierre Beregovoy sup 
gested that the help should take 
the form of a coordinating g™, 
Brady praised the roemServoi 
the Gulf Cooperation Council in 
organisation dealing with a liar 
rower region, for setting up ancu 
development programme there 
Syria and Egypt would be the 
beneficiaries. The U.S. adminiV 
tration would like to see heto f^ 
Jordan and Turkey too OI 
-Multilateral cooperat**, ^ 
also be the cornerstone of effort* 
to promote market-orient^' rt 
form and economic devehm^ re 
in the Middle East,” Brady^ 1 


2 Furnished Apts, for rent 

1. 3 bedrooms 3 bathrooms, modem and fully equipped 
- kitchen, aircondition, luxury fumilure. 

Location: 6 Circle. 

2. 2 bedrooms, 2 bath rooms, penthouse in Abdoun, luxury 
furniture. 

Pis Call: 810303 



Live-in Filipina nurses to take care of two children 
and genera! service. Good salary 

Call: 816832 


HOUSE HELPER WANTED 


A live-in house helper wanted tor a small 
family. 

If interested call telephone: 644693 
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S. Africa rushes to meet ANC 
deadline for prisoner releases 


CAPETOWN (R) — Ten Afri- 
can National Congress (ANC) 
activists were freed- from the 
notorious Robben Island Jail 
Tuesday as the government 
rushed to meet an ANC deadline 
for the release for political pris- 
oners. 

President F.W. De Klerk also 
announced late Monday that he 
had extended unconditional im- 
munity from prosecution for anti- 
apartheid crimes of the ANCs 
top leaders until June 30. 

ANC Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela said in December he 
would break off settlement talks 
with De Klerk if all political* 
prisoners were not released bv 
April 30. 

Justice Department officials 
said a further 16 activists would 
be released from Robben Island 
later Tuesday, leaving about 40 
men in the high-security facility 
that Mandela helped to build 
during his own 27-year imprison- 
ment for fighting apartheid. 

The ANC leader set the same 
deadline for the safe return of 
political refugees, including some 
wanted by police for offences 
committed during the ANCs 30- 
year armed struggle against white 
rule. 

De Klerk and Mandela agreed 


during talks in Pretoria last Au- 
gust that political prisoners 
should be freed in return for an 
ANC pledge to suspend its guer- 
rilla war. 

The agreement mentioned on 
April 30 as the date for complet- 
ing the process, but the two sides 
differ on whether this was in- 
tended as a target date or a 
deadline. Mandela announced af- 
ter an ANC conference in De- 
cember that the movement would 
treat the date as a deadline. 

Government officials said 
Monday fewer than 200 political 
prisoners were still in jail at the 
weekend. The ANC said up to 

5.000 people had still to be freed. 

The men freed from Robben 

Island, near Cape Town, Tuesday 
included ANC guerrillas given 
sentences of IS year to life for 
planting bombs that caused slight 
injuries and extensive damage. 

No one has yet been freed for 
anti -apartheid attacks that re- 
sulted in death or serious injuries. 

The government has not said 
what will happen to the estimated 

4.000 people, mostly black teena- 
gers, jailed for stone-throwing 
and similar crimes during an up- 
rising against white rule between 
1984 and 1990. 

De Klerk, speaking after one 


of the bloodiest weekends of 
township violence, has said South 
Africa could be heading for civil 
war. 

In a speech to parliament Mon- 
day he invited Nelson Mandela 
and Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
fiuthelezi to join him in peace 
talks and announced moves to 
sell oil worth up to two billion 
rand ($770 million), to be spent 
creating jobs and stimulating ttae 
economy. 

“Today there is a psychosis of 
violence on both sides of the 
political spectrum ... which may 
land us in civil war," De Klerk 
said, adding that he had wathced 
television footage of the 
weekend’s events in sadness and 
horror. 

Police said at least 60 people 
had died since Friday in fighting 
in black townships around Johan- 
nesburg and in the eastern pro- 
vince of Natal. 

Most of the clashes set mem- 
bers of Buthelezi's Inkatha Free- 
dom Party against those of Man- 
dela’s ANC. 

Police said the total included 22 
people killed in Soweto when 
pro- Inkatha mourners went on a 
murderous rampage during the 
funeral of an Inkatha mayor and 
32 in another Johannesburg 


Army ousts Lesotho ruler in coup 


MASERU, Lesotho (R) — The 
military ruler of the southern 
African kingdom of Lesotho, 
Major-General Justin Lekhanya, 
was ousted in a military coup 
Tuesday, diplomats said. 


Radio Lesotho announced ab- 
duI 10 a.m. (0700 GMT) that 
Lekhanya, who himself seized 
power in a 1986 coup, and Col- 
onel Michael Tsotetsi, a member 
of the six-man ruling military 
council, were under arrest. 


Lekhanya went on the state- 
run radio about 15 minutes later 
to say in a shocked and quavering 
voice that he had resigned, diplo- 
mats said. 

He was reported as saying 
there had been popular criticism 
of his leadership as well as critic- 
ism of some of his colleagues in 
the military government. For this 
reason, he said, he had stepped 
down. 

The little mountain kingdom 
with a population of 1.6 million is 


Kaifu to push efforts for 
Cambodia peace in Bangkok 


BANGKOK (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Toshiki Kaifu arrived in Bang- 
kok Tuesday seeking to promote 
Japan's role in efforts to end the 
Cambodian conflict. 

The 12-year-old war. stale- 
mated on the battlefield and at 
the negotiating table, will be high 
only the agenda of his talks with 
Thailand's caretaker prime minis- 
ter, Anand Panyarachun, 
Japanese diplomatic sources said. 

Kaifu will also meet Khmer 
Rouge chief Khieu Samphan and 
the leaders of the two other 
guerrilla-, groups allied against 
the Phnoriv Penh government 
Wednesday, the sources said. 

Anand was at Bangkok Airport 
along with heads of the Thai 
army, navy and air force to greet 
Kaifu when his plane arrived 
from Brunei. 

Thailand was to have been the 
last leg of Kaifu's South East 
Asian trip, originally planned for 
January, and the venue for an 
important keynote speech on 
Japan's policy towards the Com- 
munist and non-Communist blocs 
in the region. 

But Bangkok lost the diploma- 
tic limelight when the itinerary 
was changed following the Feb. 
23 ' military coup here. The speech 
will now be given in Singapore- 

The coup has however opened 
the door wider for Japan's di- 
plomatic aspirations towards 
Cambodia. 

Thailand had previously been 
in the forefront of the peace 
process r but the coup ended the 
special relationship between 


Document promotes top 
Aquino aide as successor 


MANILA ( AP) — An elaborate 
publicity campaign has been laun- 
ched to promote President Cora- 
ZOn Aquino’s chief aide as savior 
of the nation and get him elected 
her successor, according to a 
pfesidential document. 


The strategy paper prepared by 
presidential staff outlines a 
phase campaign to promote 
image of Executive Secretary 
Orbos and “create a com- 
pelUng communications climate" 
his election in May 


old executive secretary as a 
youthful, vigorous alternative to 
other aspirants. 

Orbos, a former congressman 
and transport secretary, was 
appointed executive secretary last 
January. Since then, he has be- 
come the most visible official on 
the presidential staff, appearing 
often before reporters and on 
radio and television shows. 


The document entitled “inte- 

^ ate d communications program- 
HJ® for Oscar Orbos.” was 
obtained by the Associated Press 
* Ufesday, 

In a statement issued by his 
s ~ff> Orbos said he was unaware 
document. 

. We are for good public ser- 
y ,ce -’ the statement said. “One 
t0 J earn to Uve with these 
■ “Es in the world of political 
mt "gue.” 

I A warding to the document, an 
campaign was begun 
month to portray the 40-year- 


Orbos also has been behind 
numerous public service cam- 
paigns that critics have de- 
nounced as gimmicks and public- 
ity stunts. These include free 
telephone calls for families of 
those working in the Gulf, dis- 
count sale of fish and vegetables 
and even free circumdsioD at the 
Palace Health Clinic. 


According to the document, 
the first phase of the Orbos prom- 
otion will end next January when 
Mrs. Aquino is expected to en- 
dorse him as her successor. 

Mrs. Aquino, who took office 
in 1986 after a popular uprising 
toppled the late President Ferdi- 
nand Marcos, has ruled out a 
second term. 


encircled by South Africa. 

Diplomats contacted in the 
kingdom by phone said they had 
seen troops surrounding 
Lekhanya's borne Tuesday morn- 
ing and an armoured troop car- 
rier patrolling the streets of the 
capital. 

Nobody bad yet claimed to 
have taken charge, they said. 

“We’re still waiting for de- 
velopments,” one diplomat said. 
“Certainly it’s something that has 
happened in the army.” 


Phnom Penh and the government 
of former Premier Chatichai 
Choonhavan. 

Japan was now prepared to 
assume that role, the diplomatic 
sources said. Tokyo believed it 
was now in a unique position to 
push forward a United Nations- 
sponsored peace effort because it 
bad good contacts with all sides. 

“We can talk to all of them," 
said one Japanese source. 

Although Japan still recog- 
nises file guerrilla coalition, it has 
improved its relationship with 
Phnom Penh. Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen was in Tokyo 
Hast week for medical treatment 
and met Japanese officials. 

Japan wanted to see an end to 
the war it viewed as Asia’s most 
intractable and destabilising con- 
flict, diplomats said. 

“We are not overly optimistic 
about Cambodia. It Will not be 
solved overnight. It is a compli- 
cated issue," said one. 

At the same time Cambodia 
provides a stage on which Japan 
can assert a role in international 
diplomacy to match its economic 
might — a delicate issue because 
of Asian memories of Japanese 
militarism in World War II. 

Japan is expected to make a 
hefty financial contribution to the 
reconstruction of a post-war 
Cambodia. 

Unlike in the Gulf crisis, where 
it picked up a big part of the bill 
but had little input politically, 
Japan wanted some say in the 
Cambodian settlement, the 
sources said. 


Pakistani 
bandits 
free two 
kidnapped 
Japanese 


eventually be brought to Islama- 
bad, the spokesman, citing in- 
formation from Pakistani author- 
ities, said. 

The two Japanese, along with a 
third student and a Pakistani 
guide, were kidnapped on March 
17 while rafting on the Indus 
River on an expedition to study 
the river and the behaviour of the 
blind dolphin that live there. 

The bandits overpowered the 
team in the middle of the river 
and took away the boat. 

The third student. Y'oshihiro 
Tachikawa, was released on 
March 23 with a note of ransom 
for the Japanese embassy. The 
guide. Ghulam Ahmad, 38, was 
freed on April 14. 

The two others were kept on 
the move in forests along the 
river. 

Local press reports said the 
bandits had demanded 40 million 
rupees (S1.7 million) in ransom 
and release of jailed colleagues. 
Police didnotconfirm the reports. 

“We will not accept any condi-' 
tions of the criminals. We will not 
swap anyone with them (the 
Japanese).” Sind Chief Minister 
Jam Sadiq Ah' said Saturday. 

The kidnapping added to press- 
ure on Ali to combat widespread 
crime in his province, which he 
vowed to fight after taking office 
last August. 

Army commandos and police 
searched forests, but authorities 
said violent action was avoided 
Tor the safety of the students. 

A kidnapped • Swedish en- 
gineer, Peter Schubert. 40, was 
lolled on April 10 in a gunfight 
between police and bandits in 
Sind. 


township, Alexandra. Scores of 
people were wounded. 

De Klerk asked Mandela and 
Buthelezi to join him as soon as 
possible in talks to end the vio- 
lence, ahead of a previously prop- 
osed peace summit in late May. 

“If we stand arm in aim.” he 
said, “we will be able to stem the 
tide of violence.” 

De Klerk said South Africa 
would sell some of its strategic oil 
reserves to raise money for social 
spending, including schools, cli- 
nics and homes for blacks. 

De Klerk, who has promised to 
scrap all apartheid laws this year, 
proposed creation of an emergen- 
cy aid fond to provide food, 
clothing and blankets for com- 
munities hit by violence. 

The country’s biggest labour 
federation, the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSA- 
TU), threatened Monday to call a 
genera] strike if the government 
fails to heed the ANCs May 9 
deadline. 

The union's Central Commit- 
tee, which met over the weekend, 
also called in a statement for 
members to arm themselves “in a 
disciplined way" to protect them- 
selves from attack: The federa- 
tion includes the mineworkers’ 


Salvadorean 

legislature 

approves 

constitutional 

reforms 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistani ban- 
dits released two Japanese stu- 
dents from 44 days of captivity 
Tuesday unharmed and with no 
ransom, Pakistani .police and the 
Japanese embassy said. 

Takavasu Hattori, 20, and 
Takuya Sato, 19, of Tokyo’s Waseda 
University were freed in the 
southern Pakistani province of 
Sind at 6:00 a.m. (0100 GMT), 
the police said. 

“They are unharmed but under 
immense mental fatigue,” a 
police official in the provincial 
capita] Karachi said. 

“The two Japanese have been 
rescued after a normal action,” 
he said. Details would be pro- 
vided later, he said. The exact 
location of their release was not 
disclosed. 

“No money was involved,” a 
Japanese embassy spokesman in 
Islamabad said. 

The students were released 
“in a river bed” and would 


The new assembly is expected 
to promptly ratify the reforms. 


Over 1 00 
killed in 
Bangladesh 

cyclone 


At least 100 killed in 
Soviet Georgia quake 


MOSCOW (AP) — Rescuers 
struggled Tuesday to dig out sur- 
vivors from collapsed buildings 
and rock slides after an earth- 


that a survey of foe stricken 
region by helicopter found the 
village of Khakhieti to be level- 
led, 4 although the extent of casual- 


SAN SALVADOR (AP) — The 
outgoing legislature has approved 
constitutional reforms considered 
crucial to a prompt end to the 
nation’s 11-year-old civil war. 

The reforms, most of which 
emerged from government- 
guerrilla peace talks, affect the 
armed forces, the judiciary and 
the electoral system. 

The 60-member General 
Assembly, the unicameral legisla- 
ture, said the reforms demons- 
trated “its firm objective and 
duty to quickly advance towards 
establishment of peace, national 
reconciliation and foe reunifica- 
tion of Salvadorean society." 

TTie reforms were approved by 
unanimous show of hands. Fifty- 
seven legislators were present for 
foe nighttime session. • 

Constitutional reform has been 
a principal item on the agenda of 
year-old U.N. -mediated peace 
talks between the rightist govern- 
ment of President Alfredo Cris- 
tiani and leftist rebels of the 
Farabundo Marti National Li- 
beration Front. 

The reforms approved by the 
legislature were based — in most 
cases word-for-word — on a 
document produced during three 
weeks of intense peace negotia- 
tions earlier this month in Mexico 
City. That accord was made pub- 
lic Saturday night. 

The peace negotiators and 
legislators were face an April 30 
•deadline for drafting and approv- 
ing constitutional reforms. 


DHAKA (R) — More than 100 
| people have been killed in the 
most powerful cyclone to hit 
Bangladesh in two decades and 
hundreds more are missing, 
feared drowned, officials said 
.Tuesday. 

“The death toll wfll definitely 
go up. maybe to hundreds or 
thousands," one government offi- 
cial said. 

Prime Minister Begum 
Khaleda Zia flew to the area to 
try to assess the damage. 

“She has desperately tried to 
get information from the area but 
failed because of disrupted tele- 
communications,” said one offic- 
ial at the prime minister's office. 
“She decided to rush herself to 
see the extent of damage and loss 
of lives." 

The storm Monday night, with 
winds up to 145 miles per hour 
(233 kph), was the most severe in 
the 20-year history of Bang- 
ladesh, government officials said. 

At least 117 people were killed 
and hundreds were missing along 
the coast and on offshore islands, 
they said. 

The hurricane-force winds 
were stronger than a 1970 cyclone 
that killed 100,000 people, weath- 
er officials said. 

First reports from the devas- 
tated areas said 500 or more 
people on 100 fishing boats were 
missing, feared drowned in the 
Bay of Bengal. 

“We still don't have news from 
much of the devastated areas. We 
have our fingers crossed as much 
of the storm-hit area is out of 
contact.” one official said. 

In the highest-known death 
tolls on the islands, 12 deaths 
were reported from Nijhumdip 
island and 11 from LJrirchar, 
which bore the brunt of a 1985 
storm that killed at least 11,000 
islanders. 

The army, navy, air force, 
police, coastguards and fire fight- 
ers joined rescue efforts Tuesday 
afternoon. 

“We cannot assess the need for 
assistance to the affected people 
without regular updates on the 
situation there,” a Relief Minis- 
try official said. 

The storm swept over at least a 
dozen islands with up to 20-foot 
(six-metre) tidal waves and bat- 
tered almost the entire coast. 

The storm lost much of its 
strength Tuesday morning and 
turned into a land depression, 
meteorologists said. 


quake m Soviet Georgia left at ties was unclear. 


least 100 people dead, levelling Eighty per cent of the buildings 


one village and trapping about 30 were damaged in Dzhava, a 
miners. mountain town of 11.000 oeoole 


were. mountain town of 11,000 people 

Tedo Badeshvih, chairman of oear the quake’s epicentre, Kad- 


the Foreign Relations Committee 
of Southern republic's legislature, 
said 1 ,000 people were injured in 
Monday's midday quake. The 


zhaya said by telephone from 
Kutaisi, a nearby city of 235,000. 

He said about 75 per cent of 
the building were damaged in the 


Soviet Red Cross reported 257 towns of Arabrolauri, Oni and 


people hurt. 

Badesbvili said be feared the 
casualty toll would climb as res- 
cuers discover more bodies and 
reports filter back from isolated 


Sachkhere — ali of which are 
within about 64 kilometres of 
Dzhava. Deputy Health Minister 
Merab Kvitashvili said 80 per 
cent of buildings in foe region 


communities virtually cut off were destroyed, 
from the outside world. Both Badeshvili and Kadzhaya 

Rescue workers were not ex- P“ l death toll at 100. 


from the outside world. 

Rescue workers were not ex- 
pected to arrive until Late Tues- 
day at foe Barital barium mine 
high in the Caucasus Mountains 
near the quake's epicentre, where 
the national labour newspaper 
Trod said 30 miners were trapped 
underground. It was not known 
whether they were still alive. 

The earthquake struck at 12:13 
p.m. (0913 GMT) in moun- 
tainous north-central Georgia 
among sparsely populated vil- 
lages and towns and measured 7.1 
on the Richter Scale. Its 
epicentre was near 3, 562-metre 
Mount Samertskbie. 


"So for, we have onfy.prelimin- 
ary information, but it’s alarm- 
ing,” Khuja Khundadze, press 
spokesman for the Georgian 
legislature, told Komsomolskaya 
Pravda newspaper. 


In a report from Dzhava, 
Soviet Television showed several 
collapsed buildings and others 
with gaping holes. Rescuers 
standing atop a mound of rubble 
dug hurriedly with their hands to 
remove huge stones. 


Aftershocks continued 
throughout the day Monday, and 
a Soviet television camera even 
captured one strong aftershock 
collapsing an already severely 
damaged building. 

A regional police spokesman, 
Zurab Kadzhaya, said Tuesday 


The independent Interfax 
News Agency said that among the 
buildings destroyed in Dzhava, 
were a kindergarten, a high 
school, a hospital and a printing 
house, in addition to 30 homes. 

Dzhava is about 96 kilometres 
northwest of the Georgian capital 
of Tbilisi and about the sam e 
distance east of Kutaisi. 


Angry Croatian president 
vows action against army 


CETTNJE, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Croatian President Franjo Tudj- 
man has vowed action against 
-Yugoslav soldiers sent to oust 
local police from several Croatian 
villages. 

He spoke at a raucous news 
conference late Monday after the 
presidents of Yugoslavia’s six 
squabbling republics foiled to find 


tensions in the Croatian region of 
Krajina. populated mostly by 
Serbs. 

The army deployed armoured 
vehicles there Sunday, ostensibly 
to calm tension between Serbs 
and Croats — Yugoslavia's two 
biggest ethnic groups. 

The army moved to oust Croa- 
tian police from a new police 


a way out of separatist crises station in the town of Kijevo, set 
pushing the country towards civil up to protect Croats from armed 


war. 

Tudjman later stormed out of 


Serbs. 

“This will certainly provoke 


nalists. 


angrily told the news conference. 


The presidents’ talks in He said the army units in Kijevo 
Ctetinje, in the Republic of Mon- had given Croatian police five 


tenegro. were overshadowed by minutes to leave. 


Taiwan ends 43 years of emergency rule 


TAIPEI (RJ — Taiwan’s Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui declared an 
end to 43 years of emergency rule 
Tuesday, opening foe way for 
greater democracy on the island 
and closer relations with China. 

“This will set in place the 
foundation for the future de- 
velopment of the country,” Lee 
told a news conference at the 
presidential office in Taipei. 

In a symbolic step toward re- 
conciliation with Peking. Lee en- 
ded the period of Communist 
rebellion, a decree issued by the 
Nationalist government just be- 
fore it lost the Chinese civil war 
to the Communists and fled to 


Taiwan in 1949. 

The presidential order abrogat- 
ing the emergency decree will 
come into effect on May 1. 

Constitutional provisions 
under the decree blocked 
Taiwan's progress toward demo- 
cracy by freezing in place hun- 
dreds of parliamentary deputies 
originally elected in China in 
1947. 

It cemented cold war hostility 
between the two sides, neither of 
which recognises the other as 
legitimate. 

Lee's announcement capped a 
series of political reforms that 
began in 1987 when the govern- 


Emergency appeal launched to help 
27 million starving in Africa 


LONDON (AP) — Princess Anne 
has launched an emergency 
appeal to help millions of people 
facing imminent starvation in 
seven African nations — a famine 
that for exceeds the worst ever 
seen on the continent. 

“While the Western world has 
been preoccupied with events in 
Eastern Europe and the Gulf, a 
crisis has been developing in Afri- 
ca on an unprecedented scale,” 
the princess said at a news confer- 
ence sponsored by the aid agency 
Save the Children. 

Despite warnings of famine 
from international organisations 
'last fall. "The international re- 
sponse has been too little, too 
late. Only a fraction of the food 
aid needed ... has been pledged. 
Even less has been delivered.” 
she said. 

The World Bank estimates 27 
million people face starvation and 
hunger. 

The familiar cycei of drought, 
crop failure, mass migration, civil 
war and corrupt governments are 
hardest on Africa's young. 

A report by Save foe Children 
said nearly half of those who will 
die of starvation in Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Liberia, Angola, Soma- 
lia, Mozambique and Malawi are 
infants and children. 

Many people have only enough 
food to last only another two 
weeks. Men, women and children 
already are dying each day in the 


hot, dusty villages of Sudan, 
many too weak to crawl to feed- 
ing centres. 

Britain's Minister for Overseas 
Development Lynda Chalker said 
Monday that Britain began stock- 
piling food for African relief last 
fall, and has been .sending ton- 
nes of aid each month. But other 
nations have been slower to act. 
and she accused the United States 
of dragging its feet. 

“One of the difficulties ... has 
been with some of the other 
donors, people who donate much 
more grain than we do, such as 
foe United States, have indeed 
been much slower in coming for- 
ward." she said in an interview on 
British Broadcasting Corp. 
(BBC) radio. 

The World Food Programme in 
Rome estimated earlier this year 
that 4 million tonnes of food 
would be needed for all of Africa. 
By mid-March, only 1.7 million 
tonnes had been pledged, accord- 
ing to a Save the Children report 
released Monday. 

The United Nations in Decem- 
ber asked for 1.2 million tonnes 
of food for foe Sudan of which 
72,104 tonnes had been delivered 
by mid-March, the report said. 

The report said about one-fifth 
of all foe food required had been 
delivered. 

"Dpnors like America are 
offering a fraction of what they 
normally do, and if we do not get 


those pledges soon it will be too 
late,” said Toney Fawkes, 
emergencies officer for Oxfam. 

Several aid agencies said the 
United Stales was particularly re- 
luctant to provide aid to Sudan, 
which sympathised with Iraq dur- 
ing the Gulf war. 

Children in Sudan now are 
dying from malnutrition, the Save 
the Children report said. As 
many as 2 million people in 
Ethiopia have received no food 
for more than six weeks, it said. 

In Angola, 30 per cent of the 
children under six years of age 
are suffering severe malnutri- 
tion. the report said. 

In the Liberian capital of Mon- 
rovia, 10,000 children are 
orphaned or separated from their 
parents as a result of a year of 
civil war. It is feared that one in* 
seven of them will die from dis- 
ease and malnutrition before the 
end of the year, the report said. 



Princess Anne today 


said in a telephone interview on 
BBC radio. 


“The situation is certainly the 
worst I've ever seen it, and I’ve 
been working in this region for 
about 10 years." said Ben Foot, 
regional director for Save the 
Children in Africa. "People who 
have been working here mud) 
longer say the same thing.” 

He said 10 million people face 
famine in the Sudan and about S 
million more in Ethiopia. By 
comparison, a million people in 
Ethiopia and about the same 


He asked donors to sent food 
and money immediately. 

"Donors are not coming up 
with what we are requesting,” he 
said. 


Princess Anne, president of 
Save the Children, said the orga- 
nisation needs £2.5 million (S4.2 
million) for providing food and 
transport, health programmes, 
nutrition and supplementary 
feeding programmes, water prog- 
rammes and shelter, she said. 

She asked people to skip one 
lunch and donate the money 
saved to the relief campaign. 
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Prague’s red tank 
painted pink 


PRAGUE (R) — A Soviet tank 
which has dominated a prague 
square since the 1950s was 
painted pink by an unknown 
prankster, the Cze choslovak 
News Agnecy (CTK) reported. 
The tank/on a three-metre stone 
pedestal, is identical to the first 
Soviet tank to reach Prague in 
May 1945 to liberate the city from 
Nazi occupation. The original 
was destroyed in battle. The 
names of its dead crew are in- 
scribed on the pedestal. The 
mayor's office described foe re- 
pair) tfrig of foe tank from its 
wartime camouflage colours as an 
act of vandalism. “The tank will 
be veiled until the paint can be 
removed, to spare the public the 
view of the desecrated cultural 
memorial,” CTK said. Local au- 
thorities last February announced 
plans to sell the tank by auction. 
Many Czechs, including Presi- 
dent Vadav Havel, protested andi 
the auction was cancelled. 


Woman loses 
compensation case 


the conference under a barrage of quite concrete steps from foe 
hostile questions from local jour- Croatian government,” Tudjman _ 


ADELAIDE, Australia (R) — 
An Australian woman who said a 
furry toy penis kept in her work- 
place by a icelkqjp » had caused 
her stress has lost her claim for 
sickness benefits. The administra- 
tive appeals tribunal Monday re- 
jected the claim that the woman, 
whose name was not released, 
had been hart psychologically by 
'foe toy which a female colleague 
kept in a plastic cage on a filing 
cabinet. The tribunal upheld a 
decision by the Federal Workers’ 
Compensation Scheme, Corn- 
care. not to pay sickness benefits. 
The woman, who worked for the 
Federal Community Services and 
Health Department in Adelaide, " 
said sfie and heir' husband, the 
office supervisor, were made phy- 
sically and mentally ill by the toy 
.when it appeared in February 
1989. But the toy's owner said 
most people either laughed at the 
toy, a Christmas present, or 
asked what it was. Since leaving 
work in August 1989, the woman 
has received 14,500 Australian 
dollars (SI 1,300) in rehabilitation 
expenses from Comcare, includ- 
ing counselling, gymnasium, 
membership and money for an 
.interior decorating course. 


Belgium claims 
record for 
longest train 


ment lifted martial law and re- 
laxed a ban on travel to China. 

New political parties were 
allowed in 1989, and Taipei late 
last year set up an unofficial 
foundation to open channels of 
communication with China’s 
leaders. Foundation representa- 
tives are in Peking on their first, 
formal visit. 

Taiwan officials said the next 
step would be passage through 
parliament of a set of laws to 
govern people-to-people links. 
These have included a massive 
surge of Taiwan trade and invest- 
ment in China beginning in the 
late 1980s. 


BRUSSELS (AP) — foe Belgian, 
railway Company daimedjftMfagp 
it has set a new record for the 
world's longest train, running a 
70-car train from Ghent to 
Ostend. The train was 1,773.95 
metres long and traveled over a 
61-kilometre route between the 
two cities. The previous record of 
a 60-car train had been held by 
the Dutch Railways, the Belgian) 
Railway Company said. Three 
hundred people were aboard the 
train on a special charity trip to 
raise money to fight cancer. 


Bank’s error 
provides windfall for 
poor village 


number in the Sudan faced 
famine in 1984-1985. 

"Basically, I'm surrounded by 
the spectre of thousands and 
thousands of children dying on us 
in foe next month or two,” Foot 


NEW YORK (AP) — An over- 
looked decimal point at a bank 
brought at windfall to schoolchil- 
dren of two impoverished 
Chinese villages. The Foreign Ex- 
change Department of Morgan 
Guaranty Turst Co. sent $10,000. 
instead of $100, to foe elementary 
school of Yejuao, China. For' 
most of the children, a tiny frac- 
tion of the money is the differ- 
ence between finishing school or 
dropping out. The school's 
annual fees are only $13. but the 
per capita income in the central 
China hamlet is less than $60 a 
year. Morgan Guaranty con- 
verted the accident into a $9,900 
benevolence, saying through 
spokesman John M. Morris: 
“Under the circumstances, we’re 
happy to make a donation of the 
difference." The story began on 
Dec. 3 with an article in foe New 
York Times describing the de- 
sperate effort of one gjrl, Dai 
Manju, 14, to become the first in 
her family to finish grade school. 
Lack of money had forced her to 
drop out four times. The Tunes 
reported Monday that 11 readers 
sent contributions ranging from 
$13 to $100 to help the child and 
her classmates. One of the donors 
was a Morgan Guaranty em- 
ployee who wrote a check for 
$100, said another bank spokes- 
man, Richard Mahony. The 
decimal-point foulup occurred 
when the amount was translated 
to yuan, which are worth about 
5.3 to the dollar. “It slipped 
through several controls and hap- 
pened. It's just a fortunate 
occurrence for the school,*’ 
Mahony said. 
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